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It ıs the desire of the President, the Secretary of War, and 
the Commanding General, Army Air Forces, that a solid record of 
the experiences of the AAF be compiled. This is one of a series 
of studies prepared as a ‘first narrative” in the projected over- 
all history of the Army Air Forces, 


The decision to make the information contained herein available 
for staff and operational use without delay has prevented recourse to 
some primary sources, Readers familiar with this subject matter are 
invited to contribute additional facts, interpretations, and constructive 
suggestions, 


This study will be handled in strict compliance with AR 380-5, 


Brigadier General, U. 5. Army 
Assistant Chief of Air Staff, 
Intelligence 


Readers are requested to forward comments 
and criticisms, and to this end perforated 

Sheets, properly addressed, are appended at Ar 
the back of this study. wO 
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THE PROBLEM AND ITS SETTING 


On 25 February 1942, just three days prior to the first Japanese 
landings in Java, Maj. Gen. Lewis H. Brereton Landed by plane in India 
to face the third extraordinarily difficult assignment which fell to 
his lot in the initial stages of the war with Japan. Formerly the 
commander of the Fer East Air Force in the Philippines, and mre recent— 
ly of American air units operating in the Netherlands East Indies, he 
now received word of his appointment as commanding general of an 
American air force to be established in India with a mission to prepare 
for offensive operations in China. Though the Tenth Air Force had 
been activated on 12 February 1942 at Patterson Field, Ohio, and was 
shortly thereafter assigned to India,* it was some time before even 
the Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron could sail, from America. 
Meanwhile, General Brereton was promised that certain units would be 
shipped from Australia,~ and orders were issued for ali pilots and 
planes en route from the United States via Africa to Java to stop in 
India.” These were the hurried and meager beginnings of an organiza- 
tion forced to operate at the end of a longer supply line than that of 
any other American air force, over distances within its theater that 
exceeded even those embraced by the bounds of the United States, and 
in an area possessed of few of the industrial facilities upon which 
air power is directly dependent. 

To these difficulties of distance, end of an inhospiteble climate, 
were added other serious complications, The national interests of two 
major allied powers were deeply involved in all questions of policy; 
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unrest among the heterogeneous peoples of Indie contributed its om 
special problems; unavoidably complicated command channels brought 
familiar delays and misunderstandings; pressing demands of global war 
and a policy of concentrating first on the defeat of Italy and Germany 
gave to the theater a priority so low as to force upon responsible 
officers à struggle to maintain, at times, even the semblance of an 
operating air force; and withal, frequently changing strategic situa- 
tions, both general and local, called repeatedly for reconsideration of 
basic policy. So many and so diverse are the factors which enter into 
the story of the Tenth Air Force that it is well perhaps to begin at the 
beginning. 

"hen Japan occupied Manchuria in 1931 China was forced to struggle 
alone in her resistance to Japanese aggression. The portent of this 
development had not been overlooked by the State Department, but the 
United States was neither in mood nor otherwise prepared to risk a war. 
It soon became clear, too, that the Asiatic policy of Britain at the 
time wag such that no effective aid could be expected from her. Support 
of China, therefore, extended little beyond the so-called Stimson Doc- 
trine, which refused recognition of Japan's seizure of Chinese territory. 
As the "China Incident" grew into an undeclared war and events in 
surope and Africa moved relentlessly toward the conflagration of 1939, 
there was an increasing sentiment among Americans for & more active 
support of China's cause. The voluntary help provided by individuals 
and groups was followed early in 1941 by an extension of lend-lease aid, 
and this official act soon involved still further commitments.” At the 


time all Chinese ports had been closed by Japanese action, and the only 
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route over which China defense supplies could reach their destination 

was the Burma Road, a tortuous truck route cut by Chinese coolies through 
the hills between Lashio and Kunming. When this route became overcrowded 
and it was apparent that traffic required more efficient direction, 
Americans were sent over for the purpose. In a further effort to streng- 
then Chinese resistance to the invader, an American military mission 
under Brig. Gen. John Magruder reached China late in 1941 for the pur- 
pose of accomplishing an over~all study of the problems of Chinese supply. 
Aid for China thus stood first, historically, on the list of America's 
commitments in the Asiatic Theater. 

When General Brereton arrived in India, American airmen had already 
been engaged in the defense of tne Burma Road. This tenuous but vital 
supply route was exceedingly vulnerable to attacks by the Japanese air 
force, and the feeble air arm of China hopelessly inadequate for the 
task of its defense. The answer to this problem had been found, without 
too flagrant a violation of international law, by the creation of the 
First American Volunteer Group under the leadership of Claire L. Chennault, 
a retired captain of the U. 5. Army Air Corps. 

Chennault had served in the Aviation Section, Signal Corps Reserve, 
during World Jar I and was commissioned first Lieutenant in the Air 
Service of the Regular Army in 1920. He became a diligent student and 
teacher of fighter tactics and published several articles on the subject.” 
He was a strong advocate of formation flying and gained wide publicity 
for his "flying trapeze" demonstrations at various air races, when he 
was retired from the Army in 1937 because of defective hearing, his 


professional services were sought by China. Accepting an opportunity 
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to put his theories to test in actual combat, he became commander of 
the Ohinese Air Force, which fought under his leadership with appre- 
cisble success despite the constant handicap of inadequate supplies and 
obsolete planes. Russia had been China's chiet source for the supply 
of aircraft, however, and when she entered the European war in 1941 
this supply was suddenly shut off. Thereafter, the Ohinese Air Force 
rapidly deteriorated until it could no longer be called operational. 
Zfforts to obtain aircraft in the United States met with little success 
because of commitments to Britain and the insistent demands of rapidly 
expanding American air arms. 

Poresecing the trend of events, Chennault had turned to the idea of 
an independent air force made up of American pilots flying modern American 
planes. sarily in 1941 he returned to the United States to present the 
arguments for the creation of such a force. The need for protection of 
the Burma Road gave validity to his case but the opportunity for gaining 
valuable combat experience against Japanese type aircraft was an es- 
pecially persuasive consideration." There was no escaping the fact that 
Germany, Italy, and Russia had learned much fron their participation in 
the Spanish Civil tier, but serious obstacles stood in the way of 
American flyers playing a similar role in the Sino-Japanese struggle. 
The Army, Navy, and Merine Corps, engaged in a rapid expension of their 
own air arms, were reluctant to release personnel for the purpose, and 
all late model aircraft had been previously allocated to other uses. 
Furthermore, it was the policy of the United States to postpone an open 


break with Japan as long as possible, 
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Eventually, however, Fresident Roosevelt was won over and recruit- 
ment of Army, Navy, and Marine pilots began." Enlistment was slow, 
since only single men were sought and they were required to resign 
their commissions under circumstances threatening a loss of seniority.” 
After assurances were given that there would be no loss of seniority 
and that. the venture was not wholly without official sanction, 100 
pilots were enlisted. Ground crews were not difficult to obtain and 
by July 1941 the first contingent of personnel was ready to sail. 

The problem of obtaining aircraft was eventually solved by securing 
the release of obsolescenit P—-40!s fron Sweden, to whom they had been 
previously allocated. In this wey 100 planes, considered by both the 
United States and the British as unfit for anything except use in train- 
ing, were obtained, fo avoid a breach of international law the entire 
project was organized as a commercial venture. The Gentral Aircraft 
Manufacturing Corporetion (CAMCO), owned by the Curtiss—right Corpora- 
tion? and the International Company of China, acted as an intermediary 


between the Chinese Government and the American Volunteer Group. 


CACO 
hired the men under a one-year contract to "operate, service and manu- 
facture aircraft in China." A training base at Toungoo in neutral Burma 
Was leased from the British and here in September training was begun. 
In characteristic manner, Chennault had placed heavy emphasis on careful 
and exact training, and not until December, after America's entry into 
the war, was the AVG committed to battle. 

The considerations which had led to these efforts for the support 
of China through the period preceding America's direct involvement in 
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the war carried even greater weight after Pearl Harbor. ‘then the 
Japanese struck with surprise and effectiveness on 7 December the 
American concept of strategy in the Pacific had te be completely re- 
vamped. The Navy was so badly crippled that the Philippines were 
practically isolated and therefore doomed. General MacArthur's forces 
were inadequate to prevent enemy Landings, and the Far East Air Force 

of General Brereton was severely crippled within 48 hours of the first 
Japanese attack. In less than a month it was forced to withdraw fron 
the islands to avoid complete annihilation. The fighting which followed 
at Bataan and Corregidor patently was only a holding action, and a new 
defensive comand, the Ámerican-British-Dutch-Australian Command (ABDACOM) 
was set up in Januery in the Netherlands Hast Indies under Gen. Sir 
Archibald F. Wavell, with Maj. Gen. George H. Brett of the U. S. Army 
Air Corps second in command. Before this organization could obtain a 
sufficient force for effective operations, however, Singapore had fallen 
on 15 February to complete a rapid Japanese conquest of Maleya, With 
the loss of this main bastion of the Allied position in the Far East, 

the čast Indies themselves were doomed, and the strategic importance of 
Burma, India, and China to Allied plans ror future operations was greatly 
increased. To support the continued resistance of China, with its poten- 
tial bases for land-based planes operating against Japan, to hold open 
China's main line of supply through Burma, and to secure an essential 
base of operations in India became under the circumstances an urgent 


necessity. 
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Early in February Lt. Gen. Joseph #, Stilwell, former military 
attache at Peiping, had been notified of his appointment as commander 
of U. S. Army Forces in the newly created Chins-Burma-India Theater 
and ordered to proceed immediately from the United States to thet 
area.” Assigned to his staff in the capacity of air adviser was Col. 
Clayton L, Bissell, experienced airman. Meanwhile, General Brereton 
had joined with General Brett to urge on \iashington immediate action to 
establish air forces in both Australia and India-China, 52 and as early 
as 5 February Col. Francis i, Brady (prouoted to Brigadier General during 
February) who had served witb Generel Brereton in the Philippines, had 
been sent to Burma and India for a survey of the situation. Directed to 
give particular attention to possible bases for the operation of heavy 
bombers, he reported that such operations were possible from Akyab in 


Burma with advanced bases at Magwe and Toungoo, L^ 


Without waiting for 
formal orders from Washington, General Brereton himself Left Java on 

Ze February, and after a brief stop in Australia where General Brett was 
shortly to assume command of U. S. Army Forces, arrived at Ceylon three 
days later. He was shortly followed by Brig. Gen. Earl L. Naiden, who 
in leaving Java acted as pilot in the evacuation of General Wavell and 


5 


his staff.” Generals WVavell and Brereton promptly undertook & tour of 


inspection in India and into Burma, 16 


and General Brereton established 

his headquarters at New Delhi the better to effect a necessary coordina- 
I 

tion of plans with the British. 7 


The actual forces to be placed at General Brereton's disposal, and 
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from Australia and eventually from the United States. Soon after the 
declaration of war it had been decided by the War Department that the 
AVG should be inducted into the Army Air Forces, and that a group of 
heavy bombers would be sent to China for bombing operations against 
Japan. i? The imediate induction of the AVG would have provided a 
valuable nucleus of experienced personnel, but the project was destined 
to be delayed for several months and in the end resulted in no appreciable 
addition to the strength of the Tenth Air Force. The bomber project, 
somewhat like Docolittle's celebrated Tokyo mission, was to be a special 
undertaking, and no provision was made either for reinforcement of per- 
somel or replacement of aircraft.” Called HALPRO for Col. Harry A. 
Halverson, who was designated ag commander, the detachment assigned to 
the mission was actually destined to serve in the Middle rather than the 
Fer East. 

The first units to srrive in India by surface vessels were those 
promised from Australia. They were the 5lst Pursuit Group, the 4Sist 
Air Base Group, the 9th Squadron and the 38th Kecomnaissance, the last 
two being components of the 7th Bombardment Group, Heavy. 9 The air 
echelon of the 88th had been en route to the Philippines on 7 December 
and landed in the Hawaiian Islands during the attack on Pesrl Harbor, 
from whenee they subsequently proceeded to Australia. The 51st Pursuit 
had originally embarked for the Philippines from San Francisco before 
the Pearl Harbor attack, but had then been ordered back to port. it 
sailed again in January with Java as its destination, but by the time 
of its arrival in Australia the battle for Java was almost over and 


orders for India were substituted. The 51st Air Base Group had left 
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San Francisco on 13 January and reached Melbourne on 1 February. These 
units were assembled at Fremantle in Western Australia and sailed for 
India on 22 February in a convoy including the three transports, 
natoomba, Holbrook, and Duntroon, the old aircraft tender Langley, and 
the Seawitch, a United states freighter.^l None of the men knew their 


ultimate destination, and en route the Langley and the Seawitch left 





the convoy and headed for Java. A few days later news was received that 
the two ships had been suak, Eventually, the Seawitch made her way baek 
to Australia, but the Langley, with 32 P-402 alreraft aboard, had ac- 
tually been lost." The remainder of the convoy reached Colombo, Ceylon, 
on 5 March, and two days later, without heving left shipboard, the men 
again sailed for an unknown destination. On 12 Larch they pulled into 
the harbor at Karachi on the northwestern coast of India, and debarkation 
began. 23 
The selection of Karachi as the port of debarkation reflected the 
far-reaching implications of the Japanese invasion of Burma. The fall 
of Singapore in mid-February had enabled the Japanese to regroup their 
forces and to throw greater strength into a drive for Burma, Martaban, 
on the west side of the Salween estuary,had been cecupied on 11 February, 
and as reinforcements were brought up after the successful termination 
of the Malayan campaign, a strong attack was launched against the key 
port of Ranpoon. ‘This city had been under aerial bombardment since 
December, but the AVG and the RAF had prevented for a time the absolute 
paralysis of the port. By the end of February, however, it was clear 
that Rangoon could not be held, and that Calcutta and the Bay of Bengal 


were probably to be effectively closed to Allied shipping by the Japanese 
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advance, Hence the decision to land the American units at Karachi, 
although it was planned to commit them to action hundreds of miles to 
the east in Burma and northeastern India. 

The newly arrived Americans came ashore to Learn that Rangoon had 
been evacuated on 7 March, and that the battle for the rest of Burma 
was mot going well. The handful of American planes and pilots already 
in India had been thrown into this contest on & March, when one LB-30 
and seven B-L7's had undertaken to transport a battalion of native 
Fusiliers from Asansol in India to Magwe. At the conclusion of this 
"first mission" on 12 March, the record showed that 474 troops and 29 
tons of supplies had been moved into the battle area while, on the return 
trips, 423 civilians had been brought out of Burma. Upon its completion, 
the planes were returned to Karachi. for patrol duties which continued 
into April.” 

At Karachi the Americans were immediately put to work in prepara- 
tion for future operations, Trucks and aircraft were assembled and 
routine camp duties were performed, but efforts were directed chiefly 
to the inauguretion of a comprehensive training program. Many of the 
men had been shipped without completing their training, and there were 
special operating problems which required enphasis. Morale was fre- 
quently low because of the Lack of T/BA equipment and aircraft. The 
two squadrons of the 7th Bombardment Group, for instance, had arrived 
without their heavy bombers, and replacements for planes lost or left 
in Australia were not expected for several weeks. Thus it was that six 
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B-17's, stopped en route to Java, plus the two bombers flown in by 
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General Brereton and his party in February constituted the entire bomber 
strength of the Americans in India.” The 5ist Pursuit Group was in 
& similar position. The convoy which had left Fremantle on 22 February 
carried 69 Kittyhawks (P-104's), bub the loss of the Langley and the 
diversion of the Seawitch left the group on its arrival at Karachi with 
& tobal of 10 aircraft only.^9 

Meanwhile, General Brereton had formally assumed command of the 
Tenth Air Force on 5 March 1942, 2i and at headquarters, which continued 
at New Delhi, attention was directed to some of the larger probleas of 
policy. Late in March a series of conferences were held with officials 
of the Government of India and key officers of the RAF.“ Americans 
present at these meetings were Generals Brereton, Brady, and Naiden, 
together with Gen. Raymond Wheeler, Services of Supply, who early in 
March had been ordered from Iren to India to prepare for the supply of 


9 


American forces on their arrival.” When the decision had been made to 
place an air force in Asia, it was realized that shipping space for 
that theater would be limited and that a policy of living off the land 
would be mandatory, payments being made through reverse 1end-lease.^" 
The conferences at New Delhi, therefore, dealt primarily with what 
materials and services the British would be required to supply and how 
establishment of the American force could best be accomplished. 

British officialdom was quite cooperative and the conferences pro- 
gressed smoothly. In April the arrival from the United States of a 
technical mission, headed by Henry F. Grady, for the purpose of making 
& comprehensive survey of the war potential of India, relieved General 


Brereton and his staff of part of the burden and allowed them to 
"ope 7 8 00. ~ 
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concentrate on pressing matters of a more strictly nilitary nature, + 


The preliminary findings of the American officers and the Grady 
Mission revealed a task of staggering proportions. No military unit of 
a size comparable to the American force projected for the Ohins-Burma- 
India Theater had ever before been forced to depend upon a supply Line 
as long as that from the United States to India. Since the normal routes 
of communication through the Mediterranean and Pecific were closed by 
enemy action shipping was forced to take routes from the east coast of 
the United States around South Africa, or from the west coast or Panama 
around the southern coast of Australia. No available sea route was 
less than 13,000 statute miles,°~ Cargo ships, transports, and escort 
vessels were inadequate for the demands made. Submarines in the Atlantic, 
Pacific, and Indian oceans forced the use of convoys, and a minimum of 
two months was required to reach the theater from the United States.” 3 
Critical needs in the Middle Zast and the Gaucasus, together with move- 
ment of troops and supplies to other theaters, left only a small trickle 
of shipping for India and gave the theater a low priority on men and 
materiel. 

A second serious handicap was the lack of available port facilities. 
The evacuation of Rangoon on 7 March and the resultant threat to Calcutta 
forced the use of ports in western India, the three largest cf which 
were Bombay, Cochin, and Karachi, Cochin was entirely too far to the 
south to be considered as the American port of entry and Bombay was al- 
ready overcrowded with British shipping. Therefore Karachi, although at 
the time not equipped to take care of a great volume of shipping, was 
chosen as the chief American port. Docking space in all the western 
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ports was inadequate to accommodate the additional tonnage made necessary 
by war conditions, and the importation of heavy port equipment was an 
urgent necessity." The Grady Commission reported that in April mre 
than 200 ships were waiting at Boubay to be unloaded and that some of 
them had been waiting there for six weeks, 7^ 

Had it been possible to land American forces in eastern India 
instead of Karachi a third important problem might have been in part 
averted. But with Karachi as the chief port of entry, and the center 
of combat activities more than a thousand miles to the eastward, maximum 
dependence on the Indian railroads was unavoidable. The railroad systen 
was nob highly developed, even for normal times, and by American stand- 
ards was grossly inefficient. The presence of roads of four different 
gauges necessitated numerous extra handlings in transfers of freight 
from car to car, 7 In eastern india cars were generally ferried over 
the Ganges and Brahmaputra rivers since there were only two bridges over 
the former and none at all over the latter.” The entire system had 
been weakened by transfer of locomotives and other rolling stock to 
Iran,9 and the closing of the port of Calcutta added a further strain 
since the products of the eastern industrial centers, normally shipped 
by sea from Calcutta, had to be sent by rail to the west coast for ex- 
port, 2? Three weeks were required for passengers to go by rail from 
Karachi, to Assaz, and shipments of goods took approximately six weeks 
for the same journey." A complete breakdown seemed imminent 4+ 

Since in normal. times the railway system handled 98 per cent of the 
land-borne traffic, the highway system was entirely inadequate to absorb 


an appreciable amount of the extra hauling necessitated by the placing 
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of the American force in Indis," * 


First class all-weather highways were 
not numerous and practically none were of sufficient width to accommodate 
heavy two-way traffic. Even the best automobile roads were poorly 
graded and the curves were not banked to take care of high-speed vae- 
hicles. During the rainy season in eastern India the poorer roads were 
impassable and many of the improved ones were rendered useless by numer- 
ous washouts, "^ Only by the use of large numbers of trucks, however, 
could the highways, poor as they were, bear an equitable share of the 
burden, and the trucks were not to be obtained “+ 

River boats normally carried a considerable volume of freight on 
the Ganges and Brahmaputra rivers and this means of transportation was 
not ignored in the planning of military operations. River boats, like 
rolling stock, however, had been decimated and not until replacements 
Were supplied could river traffic be fully utilized. It was unfortunate, 
too, that the railroads had not been planned in such a way that the two 
systems could complenent each other, for the main Lines of railroads, 
particularly in the east, often paralleled the courses of the rivers"? 

The setting up of an air transport service to aid in overcoming the 
problems arising out of the unsatisfactory condition of railroads, 
highways, and river transport was an immediate necessity. The prepara- 
tion of airdromes for transport planes as well as for combat aircraft 


h6 


involved a prodigious construction program, Existing landing fields 


were located with a view toward commercial rather than military opera- 
tion, and had neither adequate quarters for men nor installations of 
a nature suitable for a military air establishment. Repair and mainbe- 


nance facilities which had heen adequate for a limited civilian service 
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could not be ezpected to take care of combat planes. Some of the fields 


p 


were too short or too lightly constructed to accommodate the speedy 
pursuit or heavy bomnbarduent aircraft. 7 In the critical region near 
the Burmese border, airdromes were almost non-existent, and the small 
nunber that were serviceable had no protection from hostile air forces. 
In fact, in almost every instance major changes or even complete re- 
building of existing fields were necessary before successful operations 
could be anticipated. Strategic requirements also called for construe- 
tion of many entirely new airdromes,^? 

The communications system in India, like the transportation system, 
was extensive but inefficient. The telegraph and telephone systems ex- 
tended to practically every section of the country but the equipment and 
methods were far from modern. Transmission of messages which in the 
United States would have been accomplished in a matter of minutes fre- 
quently required several days. One American told of telegraphing for 
a botel reservation and arriving before the telegram. ‘When passing 
through a week later without having telegraphed for a reservation he 
found a room awaiting him. His original telegram had arrived after his 
first check-out.4? Mailed confirmation of telegraphic orders often 
arrived before the orders. General Brereton referred to the system as 


"rudimentary." ?0 


The Americans soon learned that they would have to 
use radio almost exclusively and that they would have to furnish all 
inter-airdrome communications. A 
Another problen of less immediate importance, the seriousness of 
which could be revealed but gradually, was that of the climate. India 
has been fittingly described as being "ioo. hot, too cold, too wet, too 
| | 


~~ 


— m 
- CL. ddnuilV Mirtha a a . 
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958 


This Page Declassified IAW EO12958 


" Vo Mi eU: 16 


V or | E, 


dry." The temperature and humidity of most sections of the country were 
much higher than those to which American troops were accustomed,” 2 and 
resultent enervation threatened a reduction of efficiency and a high 
rate in the incidence of the many diseases which were endemic, Malaria, 
typhus, cholera, dysentery, and venereal diseases would present a con- 
stant danger to incoming soldiers, Excessive rainfall during the rainy 


Seasons would retard construction” 


of airdrowes and provision of hous- 
ing, while dust conditions during the dry season Would present many 
operational problems. 

The time of General Brereton ond his few staff officers could not 
be devoted wholly to basic planning, however, for the Japanese were en- 
gaged in a relentless drive toward Mandalay, key city of central Burma. ?? 
The retention of Burma was so vital to the conduct of successful military 
operations against the Japanese in Asia that its loss would necessitate 
a complete revision of the over~all strategy to be followed in the 
theater. Already the loss of Rangoon had denied to the Allies the only 
port from which supplies could be delivered by rail to the lower ter- 
minus of the Burma Road. There were no railways or good highways lead- 
ing from India into Burma, but it was considered possible to transport 
supplies by overland trails into upper Burma and thence to China. The 
prospect that Burma might be completely overrun threatened the Allies 
with the alternatives of developing an air transport, service of con- 
siderable proportions from India to China or ahandoning all hope of 
carrying on air operations from China, with the resultant risk that the 
Chinese might be forced to cease resistance. An air transport system 
to China hed already been planned but only as a supplement to ihe other 
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existing supply lines, and these plans involved the use of airdromes in 
Burma. The time lag between closure of land routes across Burma and 

the development of an eir cargo service capable of replacing the Burma 
Road would obviously be great, and it was not inconceivable that during 
the interim the Chinese could be forced out of the war. sverything 
possible, therefore, had to be done to stop the Japanese advance, and 
General Brereton's air force, despite its pitiful state of unpreparedness, 
was called upon to do its share. Its principal contribution was to trans- 
port supplies and evacuate the sick and wounded, 

General Stilwell, commanding the Chinese Fifth and Sixth Armies 
had joined the British in the defense of Burma and on 24 March General 
Brereton conferred with him at a point near the front lines. The fol- 
lowing day the Japanese by-passed Toungoo and on 2 April Prome was 
evacuated, The first defense line was broken and the Allied troops began 
a withdrawal to the north. 

General Stilwell soon found that Chinese equipment and leadership 
were unequal to the task at hand and that complete coordination between 
the British and the Chinese was not to be obtained, The withdrawal 
turned into full retreat, and as the incessant poundings of the mbile 
Japanese units continued, the retreat deteriorated into a rout. Japa- 
nese air supremacy was challenged by the HAF and AVG and, although the 
Latter exacted a heavy toll of enemy aircraft, the air defense of the 


56 


Burma Road gradually weakened. On 26 April Lashio, southern terminal 


of the Burma Koad, was captured, and five days later the important rail 
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After the fall of Mandalay the campaign was rapidly brought to a 
close. On 6 May Akyab, on the coast of the Bay of Bengal, was occupied, 
and the following day Bhamo was lost. On & May Myitkyina, the hub of 
ferry operations in Buma, was captured by the Japanese. The ground 
phase of the Battle of Burma was lost and for the next few weeks General 
Stilwell, with remnants of the Allied troops, straggled along the trails 
through the jungles trying to reach India. The AVG withdrew to China, 
and ferry operations were Limited to dropping food to the retreating 
men, 

The loss of Burma was a serious blow to all preliminary plans for 
air operations in the China-Burma-India Theater. All early surveys of 
the air cargo route to China had to be abendoned. The conception of the 
air transport as a supplementary service to regular supply lines was 
changed, and the planners were forced to think in terms of an air cargo 
service large enough to replace the Burma Road. Operational bases for 
heavy bombers would now have to be located farther to the west, thus 
Leaving prospective targets in Indo-China, Thailand, and Malaya out of 
range.  Zields planned as lay-back fields would have to bo converted 
inte advance bases, while former advance bases would become the targets 
for future missions, 

Plans for ground operations were no less subject to major revisions. 
The possibility of combined operations by Chinese and British ground 
troops on a common front had been eliminated. xperience had convinced 
General Stilwell that the Chinese Army would have to be reorganized, re- 
armed, and retrained before it could become an effective fighting force, 
The time when an offensive against the Japanese in Asia could Dóunder- 
bU 
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THE TENTH AIR FORCE VIDER GENERAL BRERETON 


When General Brereton began in March to shape his plans for the 
operation of the Tenth Air Force he had only the assistance of General 
Naiden, General Brady, and a few officers from General Stilwell's staff. 
The arrival of the convoy from Australia on 12 March brought the total 


strength of his command to L74 officers and 3036 enlisted nen.t 


He had 
already determined to make General Naiden his Chief of Staff, and to 
place General Brady in command of a base at Karachi for the reception, 
classification, and training of incoming personnel.” He requested that 
Brig. Gen. ¿lmer Z. Adler, who was at that time with the Maxwell Mission 
in spypt and had previously served in Russia, be assigned to the Tenth 
for the purpose of establishing an Air Service Command.” Some delay 
was experienced in securing the transfer, but on 26 April General Adler 
arrived, bringing with him Col. Keuben C. Hood and Capt. Gwen Atkinson,” 
Col. Victor H. Strahu was requested for G-3 and was assigned early in 
March,’ On 7 April two competent combat group leaders, Col, Caleb V. 
Haynes and Col. Robert L. Scott, arrived from the United States with a 
flight of heavy bombers and transports. Brig. Gen. Clinton W. Hussell 
reached India the same month to assist in the orgenization of the air 
transport service.” Several combat pilots of the Doolittle flight, which 
raided Tokyo on 18 April, remained in India after their escape through 
China and were assigned to the Tenth Air Force. Other officers reached 
the theater from time to time, and the Headquarters and Headquarters 
Squadron, activated in the United States, finally arrived in May. 
dbi ias. 
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General Brereton, fresh from a series of defeats in the Philippines 
and Java, was eeger to mold his new force into an effective fighting 
unit at the earliest possible date. He was well aware of the basic 
difficulties confronting him, but could hardly have been prepared for 
the multitude of problema which arose, involving training, morale, command, 
and even the mission of his air force. And to complicate the situation 
further, there were difficulties arising from inadequate communications 
through the first few months of the war, and from the peculiar position 
of the Tenth Air Force in reLation to the country in which it was to 
operate, that made it hard to bring the War Department to a full unger- 
standing of the predicament in which the commanding officer found himself. 
There were even misunderstandings regarding the number of operational 
aircraft which the Tenth Air Force had at its disposal. It was known in 
Washington, for instance, that it had been the plan to send in the convoy 
from Australia 80 pursuit aircraft, and it was known that the Lengley 
had been sunk and the Seawitch diverted to Java. But as late as 20 
March it was not known thet only 10 of the pursuits had reached Karachi." 
In the case of the B-17's originally intended for Java, the war Depart- 
ent Knew that 19 had been on the wey when the order was issued reassign- 
ing them to the Tenth Air Force, and thus on paper it appeared that early 
in March almost 4 complete group of heavy bombers was on hand. Actually, 
py the middle of March only a few of these B-17's had arrived in India, 
Later, when aircraft were being deckloaded to western Africa and 
ferried overland to Karachi, further misunderstandings were experienced. 
The war Department was not always aware of the rate of progress of 


planes across Africa, and often overestimated the number of planes 
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actually delivered in India. At times planes which were recorded in 
washington as having been made available to the Tenth Air Force were 
strung across Africa, some wrecked irreperably, and others needing major 
overhauls before they could continue.” Quite often, also, aircraft 
which successfully made the flight across Africa arrived in Karachi with 
engines so badly worn that they required replacement, and since spares 
were slow in arriving, it was sometimes weeks before newly arrived 
planes became operational, 9 
Another problem was that of securing the type aircraft best suited 
to the requirements of the theater. General Brereton promptly recog- 
nized the desirability of using medium bombers and so advised the Ver 
Department.” Limited target areas, lack of reconnaissance and photo- 
graphic aircraft, and unfavorable atmospheric conditions combined to 
make high altitude precision bombing of questionable effectiveness, and 
in many cases quite impossible.” Since pursuit aircraft in the theater 
were not able to operate over the great distances required, all bomb- 
ings had to be done without escort and generally at night. Medium 
bombers were preferable for such operations because their speed made 
interception more difficult, but the original units assigned to India 
were equipped only with heavy bombers and pursuits, and all early re- 
quests for mediums were of necessity turned down. The requests continued, 
however, snd an agreement was tinally reached late in April by which the 
"th Bombardment Group was to be changed to a composite group of two 
heavy and two medium squaorons, ^ 
Reconnaissance and photographic aircraft were requisite to the 


execution of successful bombing missions, and requests poured in to the 
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‘Nay Department for P-38's with the necessary equipment. 


They were 
promised as soon as they were available but the date of availability 
was quite indefinite. Attention was also called to the need for a 
superior fighter. The Tenth, like the AVG in China, was equipped with 
the P-40, and improvements noted in Japanese aircraft indicated that 
this type would not be able to hold its own for very long. Its limited 
altitude and low rate of climb were severe handicaps. Unfortunate 
experience with the P-L3's and P-66's in China proved that a still 
better aircraft would be needed,” but not until long after General 
Brereton left the theater were improved pursuit aircraft received. 

in reporting upon the needs of his new theater and in planning the 
development of the Tenth Air force, General Brereton drew heavily upon 
his first-hand acquaintance with the combat experience of air force 
units in the Philiopines, Australia, and Java. He was convinced that 
many improveuentgs in training and equipment were essential to future 
success in the air. The sudden atback by the Japanese had caught the 
United States with only a partially trained and poorly equipped air 
force; critical conditions had dictated that however Limited the train- 
ing or the equipment, reinforcements should be sent to the Pacific; but 
the unfortunate and often tragic results of this policy had led General 
Brereton to an insistence that personnel should be fully trained and 
equipped before they were sent into battle, even at the cost of delay 
in forwarding sorely needed reinforcenents. 3? In his appeal for better- 
trained personnel, and for the equipment essential to the training of 
men already in the theater, he cited numerous examples of the cost of 


insufficient training. In Australia American pursuit pilots had 
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averaged one accident for every 20 landings in spite of 4,000 foot 
runways. In Java gunners on heavy bombers had been unable to operate 
or maintain turrets, and one of them had actually shot away the tail 
of his own plene, 

General Brereton's suggestions for improvement in the training of 
heavy bombardment crews included a more thorough grounding in pilotage, 
gunnery, bombardment, and maintenance of equipment; strong emphasis 
on formation flying of heavy bombers to provide a concentration of de- 
fensive fire; and the training of radio operators to double as gunners. 
For pursuit pilot training he recomnended stress on three-point precision 
landings on short fields; training in simulated combat with mock engage- 
ments between planes having different degrees of speed and moneuvera- 
bility; gunnery range estimation through numerous practice attacks; 
reinstitution of the three ship V—formation for the practice it afforded 
in holding formation and quickly assuming a definite position; ground 
school instruction in the maintenance of aircraft for emergencies when 
no crew chief was available; and at least a week of practical experience 
in the maintenance of engines and ordnance equipment on auxiliary fields 
having only Limited personnel and no base facilities.1% 

On the subject of combat tactics, he suggested that in attacking 
bombers pursuit planes should either attack from two or more directions 
simultaneously or use decoys along with actual attacks.” He warned 
that P-0 pilots should never engage iu dog-fights with Japanese pur- 
suits because the Japanese planes could outclimb and outmaneuver them. 
Hit and run tactics were urged, with the Peij0 taking full advantage of 


superior level flight und diving speed, 0 
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General Brereton's numerous suggestions as to equipment indicated 
keen perception as to possible improvements. Many of the suggestions 
had already been adopted or were adopted soon afterward. Recommenda- 
tions for improving effective operation of the B-17 included substitu- 
tion of .450-caliber for .30-caliber machine guns in the nose; installa- 
tion of side guns, because of frequent mechanical failures of the 
turret; disregard of limitations placed by Boeing on the use of side 
guns While the lower turret was loaded with ammunition; the addition 
of an interplane homing device to facilitate the reassembly of bomber 
units after dispersion, thus cutting down losses through straggling; 
and the installation of a windshield wiper to increase visibility for 
the pilot during heavy reins, ^l For pursuit aircraft he urged "droppable" 
auxiliary tanks, and improvement of interplane radios.“ 
He also suggested that all ammunition be belted before it reached 
the theaters of operation; that the ratio of armor-piercing ammunition 
be increased to ald inexperienced gunners; that explosive and incendiary 
ammunition for .50-caliber machine guns be developed; and that a mobile 
installation for air warning be developed to permit the movement of 
thet essential defense aid from place to place either by truck or air- 
craft, 77 
During the few weeks immediately following the arrival of the first 
convoy in India the morale of the men reached an extremely low point, 4 
The situation in the Indian Ocean and adjoining waters became so 
critical that attacks were expected even at karachi. Combat units 


were therefore hald in an area which actually continued to be remote 


m To he == yT t 
Ct 0IS8 SU ^ Sq i Yr 


1 ! Pd i 
I +. si a z 


ab. rot 


THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958 


This Page Declassified IAW EO12958 


i 


b L 2 "T E . t 7 
y mni 25 


from the center of hostilities. Inactivity caused by shortage of air- 
craft took the edge off the crews and allowed them to grow stale. The 
training program was necessarily limited by the lack of equipment and 
tended to Fall into a monotonous routine. The housing provided was 
satisfactory in itself, but the encampment was located at the edge of 
the Sind Desert where there were neither trees nor grass. There were 
breezes, but they blew in sand and dust which seemed to get into every- 
thing. leading matter, cigarettes, beer, candies, and ordinary post 
exchange supplies were not obtainable. Probably the most depressing 
factor, however, was the absence of mail from home, Many of the men 
had not heard from their families since leaving the United States in 
December and January, and conversation centered chiefly about the time 
of their return home.*? These first days at Karachi remained for all 
an unhappy memory. 

“arly in April the monotony was broken, at least for members of 
the 9th Bombardment Squadron, by the inauguration of a series of raids 
which were continued up to the time of General Jrereton!s departure 
from the theater in June, These raids could only be classified as of 
the nuisance type, since operations were restricted both by weather 
conditions and by shortages of equipment. Only the bombers were used 
on missions in April and probably no more than six of them were ever 
operational at any one time. 26 Crews were selected from the 9th 
Squadron because of previous combat experience in the Southwest Pacific, 
and two missions were planned for 2 April. Operating from Asansol, near 
Caleutta, as an advanced base, one flight, consisting of two B-17!s, 


was to bomb targets in the Rangoon area but one of the planes crashed 
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on the take-off, killing the entire crew, send the second developed 


mechanical trouble. 27 


The other flight, consisting of two 3—-17's and 
one LB-30, was led by General Brereton himself. During the night of 
2/3 April they successfully attacked enemy shipping near Port Blair in 
the Andaman Islands from an altitude of 3,500 feet. sight tons of 
bombs were dropped, and hits were scored on a cruiser and a transport, 
both of which were left burning. Intense antiaircraft fire was en- 
countered from the ships and from batteries on the shore, and the flight 
was also attacked by enemy pursuits. All bombers were able to return 
to base, but tio of the three were damaged, ^8 

The initial raid on the Andamans brought to a head the important 
question of General Stilwell's authority over the operations of tha 
Tenth Air Force, and this was soon joined ith an equally important 
question of the mission of the SAF in the CBI Theater. In a conference 
with the theater commander at Magwe in Burma, on 24 Ilarch, General 
Brereton had stated that his air force would not be ready for action 
for another month, and General Stilwell had directed that targets in 
Burma be given highest priority. He was consequently surprised to hear 
of the Andaman Islands raid, and immediately sent a message to General 
Brereton which read in part: "The possible use in Burna against enemy 
aviation and capabilities of your force should be reported to me imme- 
diately. It is necessary for mo to know if the Tenth Air Force is pre- 
pered to operate in order thet I may coordinate its action because of 
critical, ground operations in the area. n29 A copy of this message was 
sent to General Marshell, whe in turn commended General Brereton for 


his "telling blow against the Japs," but reminded him that he was to 
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operate in compliance with General 5tilwell's directions.^9 

The question of the mission of the Tenth Air Force had been raised 
during the conferences between ALF and HAF officials at Delhi late in 
March; but the American officers, being without specific instructions 
at that time, made no definite commitments." Japanese abtacks on 
Geylon early in April brought the question into prominence and made it 
expedient that some agreement be reached. The attacks were made on 
such a scale as to indicate that an invasion might follow, British 
military leaders were aware that their air forces were not capable of 
defending the island against a determined assault and immediately re- 
quested that American military authorities direct the Tenth Air Force 
to act under British supervision in an atbempt to repel further attacks, 
General. Brereton, fearing that such action might be only the first step 
toward placing the Jmerican units under the full control of the RAF, 
anxiously anaited a decision. 

On 15 April General Stilwell received the following message from 
General Marshall: "In the Bay of Bengal and Indian Ocean area from 
Ceylon northward, Brereton's Air Force will be used in conformity with 
the British, "3? Knowing the possible effect on the Chinese of such 
action, General Stilwell replied: "Request that any proposals of any 
nature which may be suggested by any official in Delhi which might 
affect operations in this theater either imnediately or in the future 
be referred to me for comment or recommendation before final action is 
taken. "33 ith that he rested, and issued no orders to General Brereton. 
Chiang Kai-shek interpreted the proposed action as an indication that 
the United States, om the advice of the British, intended to give the 
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defense of India a higher priority than the defense of Ghina, and ex- 
pressed his strong disapproval of any such course to General Stilwell. 
On 21 April General. Brereton received a copy of the message previously 
sent to General Stilwell but awaited word from the theater commander 
before taking any action, On 24 April he forwarded to the wer Depart- 
ment the following paraphrase of a message received by General havell 
from the British Air Ministry: "We are fully cognizant of the serious 
position of India and Ceylon and from your previous messages of critical 
need of air striking force and long range reconnaissance. . . . To 
take full use of United States units in India is the only practical 
method of providing you with long renge striking force.  Srereton 
should cooperate with you fully as agreed by Americans and orders are 
being issued instructing him to place under your strategic instruction 
the operation of his forces, t7" 
General Brereton, having recently received a mild reprimand for 
undertaking the Andamans mission without specific authorization was un- 
willing to place himself? in a similar position again, and accordingly 
cabled Washingten that he had no direct instructions either from 
General otilwell or the var Department, 2° He immediately received a 
directive from washington to cooperate with the British as requested, 
te which he cabled his compliance but called attention to the fact that 
he was still without orders from the theater commander, ^7 General 
Stilwell voiced his displeasure at the procedure in a message to 
Washington on 29 April: "The contemplated action pertained /sic/ to 
forces and equipment under my command and jurisdiction was taken with- 


out reference to me for recommendation or comment." He explained that 


o rA eee ee n en 
1 * * x 
i ay 1 4 
Lu J 


a "A d 
cron! di d il hl 


THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958 


This Page Declassified IAW EO12958 


A ——Á— ia! 29 


he had hesitated to take action because of the possible effect on the 
Chinese and to avoid any chance of friction, "S 

On 3 May a message arrived in Vashingbon signed by Col. william R. 
Gruber, of General Stilwell's staff, stating that General Stilwell was 
in Burma and could not be reached, but that he himself was of the opinion 
that the Tenth Air Force should operate under British control only in 
the event of actual attack on India. 2? On the same day General Brereton 
cabled Washington: "It is imperative bhet command and final decision 
relative to use of AAF not be passed to the British but remain vith 


Mee uh 


General Stilwell obviously had sent a message asking for clari- 
fication of his position, for on 5 May dashington received another 
message in which he acimowledged a confirmation that all American forces 
in the China-Burma-Indis Theater were still under his command. He 
further stated that he would issue orders to General Brereton to use 
the Tenth Air Force in coordination with the British, but that he would 
instruct him to remind the British that the Tenth Air Force remained 
under the American theater command, +! 

Immediately following this exchange Chiang Kai-Ghek convinced the 
American authorities thet the situation in China was critical. The 
outlook in the Indian Ocean had meanwhile greatly improved. Heavy units 
of the Japanese fleet were known to have left the area, and the British 
had on 4 May begun the occupation of Madagascar. On 24 May, therefore, 
General Marshall sent General Stilwell a message rescinding the action 
which committed the Tenth Air Force to work under RAF supervision. "The 


Tenth Air Force," it read, "is under your commend and its employment 
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in the India, Burma, China region is completely at your discretion." 
A rather critical point was thus passed. The Tenth Air Force did not 
pass to British control, General Stilwell's authority was upheld, and 
the Chinese were reassured. The following day General Stilwell notified 
General Marshall that plans to use the Tenth Air Force for direct support 
of China would go into effect as soon as possible. He expressed the 
opinion that the British were primarily interested in the defense of 
India, and did not contemplate offensive action against the Japanese, ^2 
vhile this question was being settled, General Brereton was still 
further disturbed by the fact that certain air force units contemplated 
for the theater were not to be under his control. In kareh he had re- 
quested that pursuit aircraft arriving at Karachi via Africa to reinforce 
the American Volunteer Group be diverted to the Tenth Air Force. The 
AVG was at the time in desperate need of aircraft, and since its con- 
tinued operation was indispensable to keeping the confidence and good 
Will of the Chinese, his request had been refused.? General Brereton 
then suggested on 17 March that the AVG be immediately inducted into the 
Army hir Forces, assigned to the Tenth Air Force, and that Genera 
Chennault be recalled to active duty so that he could continue in 
command of the group. If such action were taken, it was his intention 
to transfer the entire force to eastern India and Burma, Induction 
of the AVG had already been favorably considered in \ashington, but it 
Was agreed that it should not be accomplished without the sanction of 
Chiang Kaieshek.4/ The Generalissimo was reluctant to give his consent 


without a guarantee that American units commanded by General Chennault 
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would continue to operate from China. The Chinese were suspicious that 
General Brereton was subject to British pressure, and feared that if an 
atback on India materialized China would be left without air support. 
The question was discussed frankly, and when reassured that China's 
needs would not be forgotten, the Generalissimo gave his consent to the 
induction, ^? end this seemed to settle the matber. 

On 10 May, however, General Brereton was informed by the war Depart- 
ment that the 23d Pursuit Group, which had been selected to absorb and 
take the place of the AVG in China upon its induction, would not be 
assigned to the Tenth Air Force.”? This word came on the heels of 
an order to cease "“short-stopping” spare parts intended for the avweo0 
and refusal of his request that HALPRO be assigned to the Tenth Air 
Force. 7t He was advised that, instead, it would operate separately. 22 
General Brereton, therefore, found himself in the anomalous position 
of commanding an air force which existed alnost in name only while two 
combat groups were being fully equipped for independent operations in 
the same theater. On 17 lay General Stilwell notified the iar Depart- 
ment, that subject to further instructions from iashington, the Tenth 
Air Force would have charge of all preparations for the reception of 
HALPRO, and that HALPRO would be assigned to the Tenth Air Force upon 
its arrival in the theater. He also said that the Tenth Air Force would 
have control of the induction of the AVG and would have command of the 
23d Pursuit Group after it absorbed the AYG. 22 This policy was ulti- 
mately to prevail, although until the actual induction of the AVG in 


July, the slowly arriving elements of the 23a Group remained independent 
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of the Tenth iir Force and under the direct authority of Chemault, who 
in April was recalled to duty in the Army and immediately promoted to 
Brigadier General. 

Another source of embarrassment to the commander of the Tenth Air 
Force was the question of his relation to the projected India-China 
ferry.  zorly in March General Naiden, who later became his Chie? of 
Staff, had been given the responsibility of planning and initiating 
ferrying operations, and it was understood that the Tenth Air Force had 
as a part of its mission the protection of the ferry route. It was 
General Brereton's belief that under those conditions, the ferry could 
be efficiently operated only if ferrying personnel and equipment were 
assigned to the Tenth Air Force, and on 2 March he made this request. 
Brig. Gen. Robert Olds, Comanndiag General of the Ferrying Command, 
opposed the action, fearing that outright assignment might result in 
diversion of ferrying personnel and equipment to combat unite + After 
General Brereton had repeated his request on 9 L.pril^? he received the 
following message of 10 April from General Marshall: 56 

Policies relating to the movement and supply of planes 

Will be administered throughout by the ferry system operated 

by central office in washington. Control of ferry operations 

insofar as they are affected by military operations in India 

Will be exercised by you. The air freight route from Sadiya 

to China will be for the lst Air Force Ferrying Group and 

General Stilwell will control these operations. 

General otilwell had his headquarters in Chungking, and communica- 
tions from there to New Delhi were carried on via washington, 7? Since 
it was obvious that he could not personally direct the ferry, General 
Brereton insisted that the authority be delegated to him. In a cable of 
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18 April he stated that chartered Fan American and Ferrying Command 
planes were flying over India without proper control and that American, 
British, and Indian authorities were being placed in an embarrassing 
position. He further averred that the exisbing system was near a 
breakdown and that the state of confusion could be eliminated only by 
placing all aircraft under a single command.28 ‘The following day 
General Arnold undertook to clarify the matter in a message to General 
Stilwell which stated that General, Brereton was given authority and 
responsibility over aircraft employed locally on the ferry route between 
karachi and Calcutta, while General Stilwell would have direct control 
over those aircraft designated for service in China. General Stilwell 
was also vested with authority to change the location of operating sta- 
tions and ferry control detachments in both India and China. It was 
further promised that an officer who fully understood all ferrying 
operations would be provided for General Brareton's staff,” in reality, 
the message added little clarification to the policy already stated by 
General Marshall. 

while the controversy was in progress personnel of the ist Ferry- 
ing Group began arriving in the theater and operations were begun. Brig. Gen. 
Clinton ii. Russell, who had arrived in April te direct ferrying opera~ 
tions, became ill and the responsibility fell again to General Haiden, 
By the first of April plans had þeən made for two comnands, the Trans- 
India, to operate from karachi to Dinjan, in Assam, and the AÁssam-Burms- 
China, to operate from Dinjan into Burma and eastward to Kunming, The 
Assan-Surma~China Command received first attention because of the 


necessity of getting enough supplies to China.te bolster morale which 
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had faltered after the closing of Rangoon. Colonel Haynes, recently 
arrived at karachi from the United States, was chosen as commanding 


officer. 


Col. illiam D. Old was dispatched to Dinjan during the 
first week of April to take charge of preliminary preparations and to 
serve as executive officer to Colonel Haynes upon the arrival of the 
latter. Ll The imediato task, in addition to the routine of providing 
Quarters and supplies for the men, was to deliver 30,000 gallens of 
gasoline and 500 gallons of oil to Ghina for use by the Doolittle 
flyers in their planned flight from China to India after the bombing 

of Tokyo. Ten Pan American DO-3's from Africa were made available 
for the Indla-China cargo route, but one was damaged when it failed to 
locate the air field at Dinjan.°? The others immediately began opera- 
tions, Sight thousand gallons of the gasoline were in Calcutta, and 
the tactical situation there was so critical that the fuel had to be 
moved without delay. Storage space at Dinjan was Limited, and on 6 and 
7 April two ot the transports flew the gasoline rroa Calcutta to Asansol, 
and later delivered it via Dinjan to China, Meanwhile, the other 
planes carried out the remainder of the original assignment. 

On 23 April Colonel Haynes, Colonel Scott, Col. M. C. Cooper, and 
other officers who had been assigned to the Assam-Burme-China Command 
arrived at Dinjan and took up their duties. The command had a plene 
strength of 13, all Douglas D0-3's or the Army equivalent, C-47's.°> 
Storage space and manpower were inedequate for carrying out the original 


plan of operating the two ferry routes separately, which involved the 


transfer of each cargo arriving by plane from narachi to another plane 
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bound for Burma or China. Realizing tnat the plan was impracticable 
until reinforcements arrived, Colonel Haynes often ignored it and sent 
Trans-India plenes on into China and AssanBurma-China planes westward 
to Larachi without transfer of cargo. 79 As weeks passed without per- 
sonnel or sircraft arriving for the Trens-lndie Comuand the plan for 
two separate commands was dropped and the title Indie-China ferry was 
applied to the entire ferry system of the theater. The flight fron 
Dinjan to Kunting, however, retained its identity as the Asssm-Purma- 
China Ferry for several months. 

Prospects for efficient air transport service in the immediate 
future were, tberefore, most discouraging. The shortage of aircraft and 
personnel was by no means the only major handicap, for while ambitious 
plans were in the making for the development of airdromes in upper Assan, 
only the one at Dinjan was completed. Two British squadrons, one trans- 
port and one pursuit, were already operating from the field and proper 
dispersal was alsost impossible .°7 Although barracks were under con- 
struction, the early arrivals were quartered in mud and bamboo "bashas” 
With dirt floors. Messing facilities were bad, and the food, while 
sufficient in quantity, left much to be desired in quality. The quarters 
were more than 10 miles from the field and ferry personnel were depen~ 
dent upon the British for ground transportation, È 

Probably the mst alarming condition was an almost total absence of 
defense against enemy air attack. Ko antiaircraft guns had been pro- 


vided, and the British pursuit squadron operated without an air warning 


system.°? Lt was recognized that a sudden atback by Japanese raiders 
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might well be disastrous, for lack of dispersion facilities left air- 
creft completely exposed to strafing. To prevent transports irom being 
caught on the ground, every effort was made to get them into the air 
at dawn. “hen they arrived at the field during the day they were hastily 
serviced, and cargoes were speedily transferred, in order to get the 
plenes aWay as rapidly as possible. The men arose at 3:30 A.M. and 
the normal working day was 16 hours. ^9 

At the time of Colonel Haynes! arrival at Dinjan the Japanese were 
advancing toward Mandalay, and ferry pilots were called upon to carry 
ammunition, aviation gasoline, and supplies into Burma, and to bring out 
sick and wounded soldiers and civilian refugees, Mandalay fell on 
1 Hay, and soon afterward, when it became obvious that Myitkyina and 
Loiwing, inportant points on the ferry route to China, were doomed, 
army pilots began to ignore the normal limits of commercial aviation 
as to load and altitude. ‘> Planes built to carry Z4 passengers were 
often flown with wore than 70. Some of the civilian pilots were at 
first vigorously ocposed to the practice, but after seeing army pilots 
flying almost incredible loads above whet was considered a maximum 
ceiling, without mishap, they revised their estimate of the capabilities 
of the planes and did likewise. The 00-3 soon established a reputstion 
for dependability and durability which led at least one person familiar 
with its performance under adverse conditions to say, "You'll never 
replace the 00-3. 74 

During these operations all pilots were badly overworked, and both 
Colonel Heynes and Colonel Old took regular turns as transport pilots. 


ln spite of the fact that the. aircraft were unarmed and completely at 
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the mercy of enemy pursuit planes, not a plane was lost. One, approached 
by an unidentified aircraft, fired upon it with toumy guns, but it was 
never known whether the interceptor was Japanese or British.” 

As the military situation in Burma deteriorated, the entire staffs 
of General Stilwell ‘and General Wavell were in danger of being captured. 
in a series of hairbreadth escapes the transports brought then out, T4 
At the last moment General Stilwell elected to remain and "walk out" 
with what was left of his command. For several weeks tho Ferry Command 
pilots dropped food and medicines to many retreating parties, but were 
never able to identify any one of them as that of General Stilwell. 
Occasional contacts were made by radio until General Stilwell on 21 May 
reached a village near the Burme~India border. ^ From there he went st 
once to Dinjan where he found Generals wWavell, Alexander, Brereton, 
and Neiden waiting to confer with him."? 

Meanwhile, food and supplies were dropped whenever possible to 
other Chinese and Indian troops moving through the jungles to northern 
Burma in an attenpt to escape capture. ishen it was found that the 
Japanese had not occupied Fort Hertz (Putao) one of the pilots made 
a successful landing with a DG+3 on a strip reputed to be less than a 
thousand feet long, and took off with a lead of disabled Ghurkes. T 
The field was often used thereafter, and the strip was eventually 
lengthened to render landings and take-offs less hazardous. Late in 
June, after the monsoon had set in, the last of the troops te escape 
arrived in India. 

The loss of the air bases in Burma and the arrival of the heavy 


rains of the monsoon season brought about an almost complete cessation 
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of flights from Dinjan to China. On 8 June Colonel Haynes learned that 
he was to be transferred to Chine to command the bombers which were to 
operate as a part of the projected China Air Task Force. Colonel Old 
had already been ordered back to New Delhi, and when Colonel Haynes de- 
parted on 17 June Colonel Scott was left in command of the ferry. A 
few days Later he received orders to report to Running to comnand the 
23d Fighter Group. Upon his departure Cotonel/Joplin assumed command, 
and continued to operate the ferry until Decezber, 78 

During the short tine in which Colonel Haynes was in command, the 
AssamBurma=China Ferry hed engaged in many varied activities, and 
although the volume of freight hauled was not great, it nevertheles:: 
eupresented an outstanding accomplishnent under the most trying of 
circumstances, Cargoes included passengers, gasoline, oil, bombs, 
ammunition, medical supplies, food, aircraft parts, un Army jeep, and 
two disassembled Kyan trainer aircraft. Hore than 1,400,000 pounds 
were moved eastward from Dinjan, while approximately 750,000 pounds were 
brought west on return trips. (? Ine accomplishments of this pioneer 
group of pilots and transport aircraft were doubtless in a great mea- 
sure responsible for the planning of the real "over the hump" service 
which followed, an undertaking which might otherwise have been dis- 
missed as ubbLerly impossible, 

While these early operaLions of the ferry were being carried out 
it was clearly demonstrated that the plan to have ferrying activities 
directed from Cnungking was entirely impracticable. -tventually, General 


Brereton won his point, and the lst Ferrying Group was ussigned to 


the Tenth hir Force. 20d. T | 
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while the two-fold problem of command and mission was the subject 
of frequent, and at times rather bitter, discussion at the higher levels 
of command, activities necessarily continued in the field, Tne all- 
important Air oervice Command was activated on 1 May under the command 
of General idler, but the only personnel immediately available to him 
were Colonel Hood and Captain Atkinson who had arrived with him. The 3d 
sir Depot Group had been assigned to the theater but was still en route, 
and so necessary enlisted personnel Were ootained from other units of 
the Tenth Air Force, chiefly the 59th -/ateriel Squadron (later redlesig- 
nated 59th Service Squadron). No Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron 
was created, the personnel normally belonging to such an organization 
being assigned to the Tenth sir Force and detailed to duty with the Air 
service Command On 23 May Lt. Col. Daniel F. Callahan was assigned 
as Chief, Maintenance and Repair Division. The following day Gol. 
Robert C, Oliver reported and was made Chief of Staff to General Adler, 
with Colonel Hood taking the assignment as Chief, Supply Division, 32 

Gn 8 May Agra had been chosen as the ist desirable location for 
the main depot and on 19 May negotiations with the British for alloca- 
tion of the site were completed. Soon thereafter Americans arrived from 
Karachi to begin work, zong these was the 3d Air Depot Group which had 
arrived from the United States a few days earlier after a long end 


tedious trip of 60 days. Having on 19 March left Charleston, S. C., 


the convoy touched at Puerto Hico, frestowm, Capetown, and Port slizabeth. 


Shore leaves were granted at the latter two stops, and the men were 


given a hearty welcome and excellent treatment by the inhabitants. The 
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journey was not all so pleasant, however, for water was short on the 
trip from Freetown to Capetown, making regular bathing impossible, 
During the voyage supplies of canned milk and sugar were exhausted. 

Tie mess was generally poor, and stomach disorders were numerous and 
sometimes quite severe. Lorale was low at times, but after debarkation 
high spirits returned.°3 Other arrivals at this time included the 
ground echelon of the 23d Pursuit Group, additional personnel of the 
lst Ferrying Group», and Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, Tenth 
Air Force, 9^ 

On 23 Lay the 3d Air Depot Group arrived at Agra and the 3d Air 
Depot was established. Gol, R. E. Brown was Depot Commander and Lt. 
Col. Isaac Siemens was designated as Group Commander, ‘hile permanent 
barracks were under construction the men lived in tents. The only 
avellable air strip was of the fair weather type and was unusable after | 
a hard rain. Native workers were busily engaged in construction of an 
airdrome bub they had no heavy machinery and progress was slow. ©? 
Morale at Agra was never the problem it had been at Karachi a short 
time before. The men were kept busy and progress on their work was 
rapid enough to furnish the aecessary encouragement. The mail service 
had shown improvement and post exchange supplies were on hand. 

The 59th Lateriel Squadron was divided into small base units to 
serve the various operating stations established in eastern India and 
in China. Its headquarters was located at Allahabad, where Base Unit 
Number One was stationed. Other points selected for base units were 
Kunming, Agra, Dinjan-Chabua, Chakulia, and Bengelore.8> the Hindustan 
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manufacturing plant to a repair and overheul depot for American-made 
aircraft and it was in connection with this conversion that the men 
sent there were to serve, 97 
By late June the Air Service Command was beginning to function, 
taking care of routine matters of receipt, storage and issue, distribu- 
tion, maintenance, repair, overhaul, and salvage. Other duties requir- 
ing attention were Local procurement, manufacture of certain items, and 
various responsibilities in connection with maintenance and repair 
activities which had by that time begun at the Hindustan plant at 
Bangalore .°8 
In spite of the relative impotence of his air force, General 
Brereton continued to strike at Japanese bases as hard and as often 
as his limited means would allow. On 3 April, the day tollowing the 
initial raid on the Andaman Islands, six heavy bombers, again taking 
off from Asansol, attacked docks and warehouses at Rangoon, starting 
three large fires. forty 500~pound demolition bombs and 30 incendiaries 
were dropped. .ileven of the demolition bombs were seen to explode in 
the target area. No pursuit aircraft were observed, but on the return 
one B-17 was lost, the cause unknown.®? Thus » in the first two days 
of operation, two of the eight heavy bombers had been lost, or 25 per 
cent of the entire operational strength of the Tenth Air Force. 
Ihe loss of these aircraft, end the damage sufuered by others 
in the first raid, made it necessary to suspend operations until repairs 
could be made. On the night of 16 April, however, bombing missions 
were resumed with an attack on Rangoon harbor by six B-17's fron 


4,000 feet. The bombers toox off from Dun Dus, near Calcutta, and 
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used flares to illuminate the target.  Porty-two 250-pound and 300- 
pound bombs were dropped, but numerous searchlights and heavy antiaircraft 
fire made it difficult to estimate the results, No hostile aircrart 
Were encountered and all American planes returned, undamaged, to their 
base, 79 
Again on 2 April a flight of bombers under command of Haj. Donald 
Kelser hit the decks of Rangoon with 500-pound bombs. Enemy pursuits 
and antiaircraft fire were encountered, but all planes returned un- 
damaged, Une Japanese pursuit plane was hit but was not claimed as 
destroyed. ?* 
On the nights of 5 and 6 May the bombers struck at the Jingaladon 
airdrome near Rangoon., On the night of 5/6 Hay the attack was made 
by two flights of two Bel7's each, led by Lt. Hillerd A. Fountain end 
lt. James H. Keenan. Hibs were scored on a henger and on planes stand- 
ing on the runway. The hangar was observed to be enveloped in flames 
and fires were seen along the parked aircraft. It was estimated that 
40 aircraft were destroyed and 25 damaged, but antiaircraft fire, 
searchlights, and enemy fighters prevented accurate observation of 
results. The four American plenes returned undemeged. 7^ The following 
night three flights, each consisting of one 3-17, again struck out at 
Mingaladon. ach plane dropped twelve 250-pound bombs. A direct hit 
was made on @ gasoline dump and the resultant fire was visible for 
70 miles. Enemy opposition was slight though one bomber was damaged 
by machine gun fire and shrapnel. 7? 
On 9 Hay six B~17's attacked Kangoon docks and Lingaladon. Attempted 
interception by night fighters was unsuccessful and no bonbers were 
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damaged. Results of the bombings were not observed and no claims of 
damage to enemy aircraft were made. 7 
The first mission of the Tenth hir Force carried out in defense 
of the ferry came as a result of the capture of the ferry base at 
Liyitkyina on S May. Japenese pursuit planes using the Myitkyina air- 
drome were within easy range of Sinjan, the “heart end soul" of the 
ferry, and could patrol the route over which transport planes were fly- 
ing to Kunming. 7 Therefore the only way in which the ferry could be 
given protection was by rendering the field at Myitkyina unserviceable 
through repeated bombings. The efforts of the bomber crews were there- 
fores diverted from attacks on Rangoon to an atteupt to neutralize this 
new threat. On 12 llay four B-L7's of the 9th Squadron, operating from 
Dua Dum, made a deylight attack on the airdrome, dropping bombs on the 
rumvays. In addition to the demage done to the runways several parked 
aircraft were left burning. 7 The attack was repeated two days later 
end hits were scored on runways and buildings.?? After another two- 
day interval a third daylight attack was made by a flight of four B-17's 
led by Lt. Frank Deleong, the results not being observed, 79 No planes 
were lost on these raids, and reconnaissance after the Lhird mission 
led to a report that the field was unusable and that no activities were 
in evidence at the airdrone,?7 The report perhaps was inaccurate, for 
the attacks were resumed two days later. 
Tergets at Rangoon were too important and the possibility of 
serious damage to the enemy supply line too great for the attacks 
there to be entirely suspended, and on the night of 25 May an attack 
by five B-17!s was directed against objectives in that vicinity. Three 
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planes were to strike at ltingaladon airdrome, bub one was forced to 
turn back before reaching the target. The renaining two planes dropped 
forty lOO-pound bombs with unobserved results. Antiaircraft fire was 
heavy and numerous searchlights were in operation. Ten night fighters 
were encountered but they did not close in for an attack, The other 
flight, consisting of two bombers, dropped twelve 500—pound bombs on 
barges ond on a power station, Antiaireraft fire damaged both planes 
but they were able to return to base." 

Cn Lay the daylight assaults on Myltkyina were resumed, four 
planes dropping bombs fron 23,000 feet, and the following day a similer 
attack was made. On neither occasion was enemy activity visible at 
the airdrome, 

During the first week of June the heavy bombers, so battered and 
worn as to be almost unflysble, made their final flights over Kangoon 
before the weather and a shorbage of spare parts grounded the last of 
then, 107 Five planes attacked the docks and harbor on 1 June, sinking 
a tanker and leaving another listing badly. 2° On 4 June two planes 
struck at the same targets without observing results. They were inter- 
cepted by 10 enemy fighters which destroyed one bomber and severely 
damaged the other. More than a month later Capt. Frank Sharp and Ut. 
Herbert z. wunderLlich, pilot and co-pilot of the lost bomber, returned 
to their base, reporting that their plane had been riddled by enemy 
bullets. The crew had continued to fight until they were out of ammu- 
nition and then had bailed out. One member of the crew was known to 


have been killed and four others wounded. The survivors were believed 
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For two months General Brereton had managed to carry out harassing 
attacks on the Rangoon area. But as time passed increasing enemy 
fighter resistance took its toll in battle damage and combat loss. In 
addition to normal deterioration, excessive dust on lending fields and 
in the air added greatly to the wear of engines. With the arrival of 
the monsoon season even ordinary flights of the crippled aircreft became 
hazardous. By mid-dune all heavy bombers, the only type aircraft thus 
far used in combat by the Tenth Air Force, were grounded 19? 

The American public was by no means aware of the limited resources 
of the AAF in India during the spring and summer of 1942. Communiques 
and news releases were vague and often nisloading, 0^ when a bombing 
mission was reported the number of planes involved was rarely mentioned, 
À news release on l June stated that at least six types of American war 
plenes were operating from bases in India, 107 Actually, at that time 
the Tenth Air Force had less than 20 operational combat planes in all 
India and sone of them were being used as trainers, ^^ 

The fact that General Brereton had failed to build up an air force 
of greater striking power is by no means a reflection on him, for it would 
be difficult to conceive of any method which he did not use in his 
efforts to accomplish that end. He sent a continuous flow of requests 
to the iar Department for men and materiel, He asked for an additional 
fighter group, a weather squadron, chemical companies end chemical war 
fare equipment, signal equipment and personnel, antiaircraft batteries, 
air warning equioment, flight surgeons, and other aid.l09 some were 
refused outright, some were promised at an undetermined date, but only 


& few were promised for -immediate delivery, 0 - 
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Yet, General Brereton had reasons for optimism. His force had 
been increased by 22 June to 651 officers, 6 warrant officers, and 
5,526 enlisted men; pyro fighter aircraft brought to western Africa 
on the carrier Kanger and thence flown to Karachi were arriving in re- 
assuring numbers M2 the long-desired medium bombers were slowly coming 
in; and spare engines for tae B-17!s had been promised for immediate 
delivery. The Indie-China Ferry, the karachi Air Base, and the Air 
Service Command were gradually being staffed and had begun operations; 
the recent arrivel of military observers under Col. hussell A. Osman 
gave promise of a better understanding in Washington of the peculiar 
problens of India; H3 the Headquarters and Headguarters Squadron, Tenth 
Air force, had arrived at New Delhi; a decision had been reached that 
forces for operations in China would be zssigned to the Tenth Air Force; 
relations between the Tenth and the theater command had been clarified: 
and the question of the mission of the AAF in India had been at least 
temporarily settled. 

The tactical situation ned elso shown improvement, while excessive 
rains made operations difricult, they also furnished a measure of pro- 
tection rrom enauy air action. Tne respite provided by aoverse weather 
conditions orrered en opportunity for the improvement ox air warning 
systems and of antiaircralt derenses ln Assam and the Celcutta area. 
There Was reason to believe that with the return of operational weather 
at the end of the summer the heavy bombers would be ready to work in 
coordination with medium bombers and fighters, Jepan's recent with- 
drawal of naval units from the Indien Ocean and the British occupation 


of Éadagascar had removed.the_danger of attacks on Karachi and enabled 
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General Brereton to deploy more of his forces eastward toward the 
Burma border. The 9th Bombardment Squadron had soved to Allahabad 
on 27 &pril, and soon afterward the 7th Bombarduent Group headquarters 
were moved to Barrackpore, near Calcutta. The 436th Bombardaent Squad- 
ron (formerly the 88th ieconnaissanee Squadron), moved to Allahabad on 
1 June. The 51st Fighter Group was beginning to deploy, sending units 
to Kunming and Dinjan. The 23d Fighter Group and the 11th Bombardment 
Squadron (11) were assembling in China. [ne center of activity had 
definitely moved eastward and the Tenth hir Force was now more favorably 
established for offensive or defensive operations against the Japanese 
in Burma, 

Just at the time when it seemed probable thet he might soon be 
able to begin a contest with the Japanese for air suprenacy in Burma, 
a new turn of events contrived to undo much that General Brereton had 
accomplished. From the early days of the Tenth Air Force the Far Zast 
and Liddle Jast theaters had been regarded as interdependent under a 
policy of the Combined Chiefs of Staff which stipulated that plans for 
reinforcement of these areas should remain flexible in order that 
British and American forces might be diverted on short notice te which= 


114 


ever area appeared to be in greater need. Such an occasion arose 

With Nommel's advance into Sgypt in the fourth week of June, and on 

23 dune General Brereton was ordered to take all available bomber air- 
craft and proceed at once to the itiddle zast. i2 There he was to command 
the American sir forces whieh were being assembled for sid of the British. 


He was authorized to take with him all necessary personnel and all cargo 


planes required for transportation, and in addition to appropriate 
on po 


- 


. . aki EY. EOS tiai uu 
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958 


This Page Declassified IAW E012958 
48 


whatever supplies and equipment he needed for his new air force fron 
cargoes bound for india and China via the Middle hast li 

On 26 June General Brereton left the theater, taking with hia 
General Adler, Colonel Strahn, and many other key officers tL? The 
9th Bombardment squadron, with the only experienced heavy bombardment 


118 and 


crews and ground personnel in India, followed soon afterward, 
the most dependable of the ferry pilots were selected to transport car— 
goes to the new theater. H? The air force in India was thus left with 
a crippled aerizl transport systen, a sxeleton staff, and almost totally 


stripped of its already meager striking power. 
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When General Brereton left for the Middle East his former Chief 
of Staff, General Náiden, succeeded him as Commanding General of the 
Tenth Air Force, a The most pressing of the many problems confronting 
him were those relating to the establishment and supply of the proposed 
China Air Task Force. Previous discussions between British and American 
authorities regarding the mission of the Tenth Air Force had revealed 
that while the British considered the defense of India of highest im- 
portance, the Americans placed great emphasis on air support of China, 
From early 1941 the United States had been committed to a policy of 
&id to China and the AVG had become for the Chinese the most important 
symbol of that policy. Induction of the AVG had been agreed upon and a 
promise given to Chiang Kai-shek that the United States would "continue 
to furnish the Chinese Sector of front against the commen enemy, Japan, 
with a steady and increasing flow of supplies, planes and men ,"^ 
General Marshall informed the Generalissimo in April that America wished 
to take no action which would interfere with the combat effectiveness 
of the AVG and that the group had been "organized for employment in 
China or in support of China and activation as an American Unit" would 
"not change this mission. "? 

The projected China Air Task Force which was to replace the AVG 
in China upon the induction of the latter was to be composed of the 
230 Pursuit Group and a small force of medium bombers, The AVG, upon 
induction, was to become a part of the 23d Group. Although it had been 
agreed in an administrative conference held at RAF Headquarters in Delhi 
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on 15 March, at which Generals Naiden and Brady were present, that the 
United States would be unable to operate an air force in China for at 


h 


least six months,” 4 July was set as a tentative date for induction of 
the AVG and the activation of the Ghina Air Task Force.” It was be- 
lieved that by that time the 23d could be brought near enough to author- 
ized strength to take over the functions of the volunteer unit. The 
China Sir Task Force, and hence the 23d fursuit Group, was to be 
assigned to the fenth Air force, but to prevent any possible loss of 
efficiency prior to 4 July the units of the 23d were attached to the 
AVG as they arrived in China and were therefore under the control of 
General Chennault, Ê 

For a while it appeared that the induction date would marx the 
end of General Ghenneult's control over activities in China. It was 
General Brereton!s plan to designate General Naiden as commander of 
the China Air Task Force, with General Chennault in charge of the fighters 
7 


and Colonel Haynes the bombers. This would have placed General 
Chennault in a relatively unimportant position, since he would have 
been outranked both by General Naiden and General Sissell, who was on 
Generel Stilwell's staff at Chungking. General Chennault, through his 
years of exceptional service, had attained great prestige in China and 
had exercised extensive powers, His word carried weight with the 
Generalissimo and Lladame Ohianc~taleshek, and with other government 
officiels. To many of the people in unoccupied Ghina he was an idol.Ó 
To heave passed over him at this juncture would have been to risk their 
good will, General Stilwell, upon wiose recomuendation the ultimate 
decision probably rested, knew conditions in China and recommended that 
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General Chennault comand the new task force, General Brereton's de- 
parture ror the lliddle sast and General Naiden's assumption of the 
command of the Tenth sir «orce opened the way for such a decision. 

Oa Z6 June, two days after General Brereton left Delhi, General Stilwell 
announced to the press that General Chennault would remain in control 

of air operabions against the Japenese in China. Announcement was also 
zade that Colonel Haynes would command the boubardment unit while Colonel 
Scott would commend the fighters.? 

The induction of the AVG proved to be a perplexing problem, and 
the final result was something of a disappointment. hen ib was decided 
that the group would be taken into the USASF it was hoped and expected 
that the transition wight be made without serious loss of personnel and 
without greatly affecting the combat efficiency of a unit which had so 
well demonstrated that American airmen flying American plenes could 
more than hold their own against the Japanese, several weeks before 
duly, however, it became obvious that only a few of the AVG personnel 
would zccept induction. 

The AVG induction board was presided over by General Chennault and 
included Dr. Toomas Gentry, ourgeon of the AVG, and the following 
officers of the Teath Air Force: Col. Homer sanders, Lt. Col. walter 
Urbach, Laje ddor J. Ingaire, and Capt. Wark T. Gilxison.° several 
obstacles stood in the way from the outset. Ail of the men were war 
weary and desired to return to the United Stabes for a rest before be- 
ginning what might prove to be another long period of foreign service. 
Because of the proulse to the Generalissino that the combat effectiveness 


of American air units in Ghina. was not to be papadred,. the board was 
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unable to promise immediate Leaves, Sone of the men were dissatisiied 
with the grades offered then snd preferred to take resunerative posi- 
tions with China National Airveys or the Hindusten plent at Bangalore.“ 
Meany of the pilots were former mezbers of the Navy and Marine Corps and 
naturally preferred to return to these branches of the service. An 
effort was made to ascertain the Navy's policy regarding this possibility, 
but time was short and the board was not in a position to make commit- 
ments except for the Army. There was some resentment at the way the 
induction was handled and this probably affected the decision of a few 
ef the men who otherwise might have accepted induction. After Living 
for months without roubine Amy discipline,there was present among the 
men a definite distaste for what had come to be considered useless 
formality.’ Other personnel, having contracted various diseases dur- 
ing a long sbay in Burma and Ghina, could not pass the required physical 
examination. In the end, five pilots and a snall nwber of ground men 
elected induction.” 

Ls à result, the strength of the air forces then in Ghina was 
greatly reduced and there was grave danger that the decimation of 
General Chennault's force would give the Japanese an opportunity to 
strike lb a crippling blow, Chinese intelligence revealed that the 
Japanese Were planning to make attacks on American bases on the date of 
the dissolution of the AVG. Pilots of the 23d Fighter Group had learned 
sometning of the tactics employed by General Chennault, and Colonel 
Scott had actually flown as wingman in AVG combat missions in order 
to learn as much as possible before taking over command. The combat 


experience of the group, however, was not sufficientbto assure its 
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ability to deal successfully with e serious attack by the enemy. AVG 
pilots who had not accepted induction were, therefore, offered special 
inducenents to regain on duty until further replacements could arrive. 
Approximately 20 of then agreed. Their job was well done, and one who 
lost his lire in this extra two weeks! tour of duby was posthumously 
given an Army decoration, although he was not officially a member of 
the armed forces of the United States, I^ 

The transition was therefore neither smooth nor entirely successful, 
Possibly it could have been more tactfully hahdled, but the obstacles 
faced by the induction board were such that it could not be held en- 
tirely responsibie for the failure. Poor comnunications resulting in 
a lack of information on the exact policies to be followed were doubt- 
less responsibie in & measure.+? On the other hand, the mental state 
of the men and, perhaps, the unwillingness of some of them to pass up 
chances for high salaried jobs in favor of Army pay and Army discipline 
were powerful factors. 

Being an appendage of the Tenth Air Force, the China Air Task 
Force faced the same problems of supply, plus certain additional handi- 
caps, The vary existence of General Chennault's force was dependent 
upon the success of the Tenth Air Force in developing the air cargo 
service. And since the tonnage which could be carried over the hump 
was unavoidably limited, it was necessary to depart from orthodox Army 
practices, and to utilize to the fullest the lebor and materials already 
at hand. To keep to & minimum the nunber of Americans necessary in 
Ghina, normal house-~keeping functions were turned over to the Chinese. 


A contract was arranged by which the Americans in China were to be fed 
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by the Chinese Jar Área Service Corps, an organization which had served 
the AYG in the same capacity. As far as possible the food was to be 
obtained in China. Chinese workers who had learned much about mainte- 
nence and repair of aircraft during the time the AVG was in operation 
were employed in order to keep the number of American ground personnel 
at the lowest possible figure.19 In brief, the Chine Air Task Force 
functioned at the outset much the same as had the AVG. 

The P-4O remained its standard equipment with the addition only of 
the B-25 mediun bomber. ‘To have brought in other types of aircraft would 


have complicated problems both of supply and maintenance.’ 


Chinese 
craftsmen and former AVG ground personnel were already proficient in 
the upkeep of the P-40 type and were thoroughly familiar with the Allison 
engine, ‘while several models of the P-AO were used, many of the parts 
were interchangeable. This not only reduced the need of flying in spare 
parts but enabled maintenance and repair men to utilize forner AVG equip- 
ment and shops, and to "eannibalize" unserviceable P-40! s, 38 
in this theater, as in many other regions during the first year of 
the war, Americans were forced to improvise, aud in general to make the 
maximum use of materials at hand, regardless of how scanty and obsolete 
they might bo, 1? For several months B225's were loaded with French, 
Russian, end Chinese bombs because American-made bombs were rarely 
available, Since these bombs did not always fit the bomb bays and racks, 
many modifications and adaptations were necessary. The Chinese phosphorous 
incendiary bomb proved so effective that it became a favorite and was 


preferred to American-made incendiaries. “° 
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In many respects the cotdttions in Ghina in 1942 were similar to 
those in India. Mail, reading matter, and post exchange supplies were 
even more scarce.  Üergoes were pillaged all along the supply line, 
and materials intended for units in China had to rum the additional 
gauntlet across Indie, 7d Hospital facilities were poor, recreational 
supplies were rare, and rest camps did not exist. In general, weather 
conditions in China were more salubrious then in India. Humidity was 
much lower end the heat fer less oppressive. Dust was not so detrimental 
to operations, and rainfall was less heavy. 

Morale in the China hir Task Force sometimes ebbed, but it never 
reached the depths experienced in Assam. Actual combat with all its 
accompanying activities tends to bolster morale regardless of other 
factors, and the units under General Chennault were almost constantly 
engaged in defensive or offensive missions. Relief crews were not 
available, end pilot fatigue became a handicap, but suspension of 
operations for repair and maintenance, or in moves from one base to 
another, provided the pilots with badly needed rest periods, 

The establishnent, reinforcement, and operation of the air task 
force in China entailed a substential increase in the volume of supplies 
which hed to be flown over the air cargo route from Assam to Kunming. 
The AVG had operated without signal, ordnance, quartermaster, engineer, 
and air base personnel, but these had to be furnished the task force. ^^ 
The fighter strength of the 23d Group wes larger than that of the 
EVG, end a squadron of medium borbers wes included in the American 
forces under Generel Chemeult. It wes therefore necessary not only 
thet China defease supplies continue to go into Caine but that the 


supplics shipped for American units be greatly increased. General 
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Naiden had struggled with the problems involved in the establishment of 
the air transport service to China and was quite familiar with the in- 
herent difficulties. To these were now added the riddle of how to build 
up à larger air cargo service without additional transport aircraft. 

If the solution had depended only upon the increase of the number 
of transport olanes, hewever, General Naiden might have had some cause 
for optimism. Eut during the months since the first surveys had been 
made the tactics] situation had been entirely changed by the defeat in 
Burme, and the complexity of the transport problem was increased, As 
long 2s Myitkyina was in friendly hands the flight from Assem to kunning 
could be made at an altitude of little more than 6,000 feet. Tne loss 
of Liyitkyina not only increased the danger of Japanese attacks on ferry 
installations at Dinjan, but made necessary the use of a more northern 
line of flight over the Himalayas where peaks rise above 18,000 leet. 
This flight, later familiarly know as "exrossing the hunp," placed a 
greater strain on pilots and aircraft and greetly increased gasoline 
consurption, ^^ The sudden change in temperature from the steamy 
Brahmaputra valley to the sub-freezing conditions over the mountains 
was hard on men and planes, and especially serious was the danger of 
ice forming on the wings of the aircraft,” From May to October the 
heavy rainfall of the monsoon season added to the numerous hazards and 
seriously handicapped the men in their routine activities on the ground. 
Foor visibility made blind flying necessary a great part of the time, 
and some of the planes were not equipped with the proper instruments. 
During the torrents which frequently fell unceasingly over periods of 
days, landing strips took on the appearance of lakes.*? Landings were 


perilous and planes which for any reason were removed from hard~surfaced 
x v7 r T - -= eu moam r 
|' a ` 


s Pi 


retia, --vugili d ; TNE | "c 
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958 


This Page Declassified IAW EO12958 


sections were likely to be hopelessly mired. The Dinjan-Kunming flight 
gained the reputation of involving ure hazards than any other regularly 
used ronte of comparable distance. 

Had flying conditions been ideal and had aircraft arrived in large 
nunbers another major obstacle would yet have remained. The single 
usable field at Dinjan could not aceoruodate many additione) planes. 
Construction of other fields at Mohanbari, Chabua, and Seokerating 
(Assam) was in progress but completion was not possible before October, 
Construction was far behind schedule throughout India and while air 
fields for the ferry had a high priority rating, the progress was dis- 
tressingly slow. It had been decided in the administrative planning 
conferences with RAF and Government of India officials in March that 
the British would undertake the problem of constructing airdromes for 
American use, using native labor and materials locally available, The 
British had been skeptical of their ability to meet American construction 
demands which included 34 aircromes in addition to other installations, 
but the suerican officers, hoping to receive heavy machinery and labor 
troops to supplement the efforts of the British, were reluctant to 
make any reduction in their requirements." when aid from the United 
States was not forthcoming, the British rapidly fell behind in the con- 
struction schedule. Native labor, while cheap, and generally present 
in sufficient numbers, was unskilled and not always dependable. Some 
of the construction projects were located in sparsely populated regions 
where labor was not available. In such instances transportation and 
housing had to be provided before the main task was begun. The workers, 


many of them women, were not strong physically, and had only hand tools 
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With which to work. Stones were broken leboriously by hend, and soil 
for gradings was moved from place to place in baskets upon the heads 
of the workers.” In some localities coolies refused to work while 
rain Was falling. learly e11 of then seized upon numerous religious 
holidays as excuses to take vacations. Lt times Moslem and Hindu prec- 
ticed reciprocity in the observance of religious holidays, ot least to 
the extent of staying away from wo xk. 7? 

Any chance woich General Naiden might have had to inerease the flow 
of supplies to China to a satisfactory level during the sumer months 
was Lost by the removel of 12 transports with their crews to serve with 
General Breraton. Six weeks after their departure eight returned but 
the other four uere destined to remain in the Middle wast until 1943. 
This increased the burden on the planes remaining in India, which soon 
showed signs of constent use under the worst of conditions. Tires were 
worn out, and engines needed overnaul or outright replacement, but spares 
were not available. An inevitable result was frequent grounding of 
planes, 

That morale became a major problem is not surprising. Pilots showed 
signs of the strain of Long hours of perilous flying, but no relief 
crews arrived, The monotony of existence at the base in Assam became 
almost unbearable to the ground personnel. Though Living conditions 
were by far the worst in the entire thester, there was little promise 
of early improvement. Permanent quarters were still not available. 
food continued to be unsatisfactory. Hospital Facilities were inadequate 
to meet an alarming increase of maleria and dysentery. No provision had 


been made for recreation, Such rest camps as were being built in India 
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were not availuble to the nen at Dinjon. -Reading wetter, cigarettes, 
and toilet arbicles were rare, and mail deliveries were all tooiníre- 
auent, oL Tne esprit de corps built up during the first weeks of ferry- 
ing operetions gradually died, end apathy pervaded the personnel. hen 
requests for means of protection fron impending Japenese attacks were 
turned down and relief crews did not appear, morale dropped to a dangerous 
point, 32 Tho mon felt more than ever thet they were "at the end of the 
line” and adopted the etbitude that they were "illegitimate children" of 
the Tenth air Force.” 

Meanwhile, another difficulty had added to the discontent of the 
ferry personnel, Tne lst ferry Group had been assigned to the Tenth 
Air force over the protest of the Ferrying Commend om the ground that 
such an assignment would result in diversion of personnel and meberiel 
from the Terry to combat units 7+ Durinr the summer when combat units 
in India were in dire need of men end equipment, diversions from the 
ferry actually took place, anl ferry personiel saw what they considered 
as their ovm men and equipment assigned to other units while they were 
forced to operate on a "shoestring, "37 

There was good reason for the diversions, however, since the Tenth 
hir Force was responsible for protection of the ferry. Had not some 
diversions been made the 9th Bombardment Squadron might have been unable 
to neutralize the base «t Myitkyina ofter its capture by the Japanese in 
lay. uhether diversions from the ferry to combat organizations exceeded 
an absolute minimua may never be fully established, but centralization 
of control during the critical months of 1942 seems to have proved a 
sound policy. To the men in bssan, however, the necessity for these 


diversions was not entirely understood. 
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Complete statistical data on the volume of freight carried from 
India to China during the summer nonths gre not available, but estimates 
made by Air Transport Comzand indioste that the fizures for June and 
July fell far below those of April and ay 2° Toe highest estimate of 
projected deliveries during the monscon period was 800 tons per month, 
end while there was a substantiel increase in september and October the 
tonnazes for each monta were well under that fige. T 

Tho combat strength of the AL? in Indio was Lower in duly than at 
any time since labe Harch, During the month of June an agreement had 
been reached between General Arnold and nir Chief Harshal Sip arthur 
Portal of Great Britain on the size of the Auerican air forces which 
were to serve in asia. It was agreed that by October 1942, the force 
would consist of one heavy bombardment croup equipped with 35 planes, 
one mediuu bomberdmon. group equipped with 57 planes, and two fighter 
proups with a total of Lod plenes.” Lb the time of this Arnold-Portal 
acreemcont the Tenth Lir Force had a paper strength or three groups: the 
7th Borbardnent, consisting of tvo hsavy and two medium squadrons, the 
Fish sinter Group, and the 23d fighter Group. Had the three groups 
been wt full strength the reinforcenent would nave involved sending only 
tio heavy bonbardaent squaurons, tivo .2dium squadrons, and a headquarters 
end headquerters squadron for the medium group. done of tne groups was 
et full strength, hoever, and when activities in Ohina and the Middle 
wast were given a higher priority than Indic, Generel Naiden found his 
force in India reduced to an extrenely low figure. 

Throush Mey end Juna meny of the trained personnel of the 51st 
Fichter Group had been used to build up the 23d, and one entire squadron, 
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of the three comprising the 5lst, was attached to the Ghina Air Task 
Force at its activetion. Another smxll detachment from the 5lst was 
stationed et Dinjen, while the smell remnent which was left rempined at 


2 
karpachi awaiting aircraft ond filler personnel.” 


Tne 7th Bombardment 
Group, theoretically conposed of the 9th end 436th Sauadrons, Heavy, 
and the ilth cnd 22d Squadrons, I‘adium, had practioally nothing left in 
India, The best of the heavy bombers wenb with the 9th to the idle 
wast and the best of the mediums were in Ghina with the llth. The 
reusinder of the 7th Group was scattered from .arachi to Caleutta and 
was not capable of conducting operations until spare parts and persormel 
replaccmants could be received, It is cleur, therefore, that the force 
left with General jeiden in India was powerless to operate effectively, 
either on the offensive or delensive. 

Ine absence of combat aircraft in India, however, did not neces- 
sarily lighten General Naiden's work. He knew that as soon as the monsoon 
broke the Japanese would ettemt to sever air communications between 
India and Chine, ‘The China Sir Task Force wes considered equal to the 
task of protecting the bases around lunming, but the defenses in upper 
Assam were still inadequate. He appealed for nore zntíaircraft batter- 
ies enl requested equipment ior imorovin; the air warning system, He 
also reveated recuests for enuinoment to supplencnt the conmunications 
systen in India. Commercial telephone end telerrsph had proved prac- 
tically worthless end radio was not always dependable because of bad 
weather and eneuy jamming. He proposed the esteblishment of a land 
line telephone syste and requisitioned the necessary equipment 49 


shortage of shipping space wes given as the reason for disapproval of 
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eguipment needed, He vas informed thet communicstions emipsent and 
personnel were being prepared for service in the thester but that no 
definite coanitments could yet be made. A request for a fully trained 
and fully equipped weather squadron to replace the provisional squadron 
already set up in the theater was approved, but the date of deperture 
of the squadron from the United States was Left undetermined. 

General Naiden and Colonel Oliver, who was in charge of the kir 
Service Goxuasnd in the absence of General adler, attemted to clarify 
the situation regarding basic equipment for units in the tneater, Units 
were still arriving from the United States without such equipment, and 
that of units transferred rron &ustralia head never srrived, sisht 
squadrons were at one time operating vith organizational equipment 
sufficient for only tuo A Veny lesser items could be procured locally 
but heavy equipment, especially noter transport, was not obtainable.” 
Colonel Oliver thoroughly reviewed for General WaLien the conditions 
which arose out of the current procedure, and General maiden made a 
direct appeal to the \iar Department for shipment of all £/BA equipment 
in the sane convoy with the organizations to which it belonged." ^ 

The departure of several key otficers with General Brereton had 
left the Tenth sir Jorce os short-handed in the higher echelons as in 
the lower, and since the development of the ferry in tho summer of 1942 
Wes the outstanding; current problem, General otilwell suggested to 
Generals Marshall end Arnold that General Naiden be allowed to devote 
full time to the ferry and thet Brig. Gen. Clayton L. Bissell. be placed 
in comsand of the Tenth Air Force.” After some delay, consent was 


granted and on 18 August General Hissell assumed command. General 


Naiden had been suffering from a stomach disorder, and was soon returned 
fo . 
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to the United States ror treatizent, 

At the time General Lissell assumed comnand of the Tenth Air force 
General. Brereton and the personnel who had secompeanied him had not 
been officially relieved from duty in the China-—Surma-—India Theater. 
On 242 August General Utilwell wes notified that General Adler would not 
be returned to the theater .4° One week later General Stilwell reminded 
General Marshall that no orders had been received regarding General 
Brereton or General Adler, and asked for a clarification of the status 
of the staff officers, combat crews, and transport crews of the Tenth 
iirc Force then serving in the Middle “ast.4? Hore than two weeks 
afterward a message cams from General Marshall stating: that the staff 
officers would be permanently assimed to the Middle Jast and that 
orders were being issued to relieve them frou duty with the Tenth. He 
added that the air echelon of the 9th Bombardment Squadron and the 
transport crews would continue on tenporary duty in the 'iddle Zast, 
but that the pround crews would be returned to India within a sonth, 49 

General Bissell made a careful survey of the staff of his air force, 
and as soon as he learned that the absent officers would not be returned 
he made an enpesl ror additional personnel to replace thea"? He de- 
cided to organize 211 the coabat units in India into an air task force 
couperable to the one operating in China und to designate Colonel Haynes 
to command it.°Y ‘shen the ectivation of tho India Air Task force 
should be acconolished, the Tenth Air Force would consist of the China 
Air Task Force under General Chennault, the India sir Tas Force under 
Colonel Haynes, the Karachi American Air Base under General Brady, the 


Air Jervice Cooaueni under Colonel Oliver; and the Inaia-Uhiná verry à 
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Coruand under Col. Kobert-Tate, ‘who had succeeded General Naiden upon 
his departure for the United Stabes. + The organization wea well 
planned, and the various units were commanded b. officers of ability, 
but the staffs of the commands, especially the two air tas forces, were 
in need of experienced staff officers. 

During this effort to strengthen the orcanization of the Tenth air 
Force, there arose & crisis in India which threatened to wreck all the 
plans for imerican operetions in thel country, and which, as months 
passed, placed a multitude of obstacles in the way of the development 
of Luericon air strength in the enbire theater. A&ritation for politiosl 
autonomy in Indie had increased since the outbreak of the war in iurope. 
Gandhi's "quit India" policy, end the Vailure of the Cripps Mission in 
the early months of 194,2 led to sen impasse. Ga 9 august, a few days 

efore General Bissell's assumption of command, Gandhi, Nehru, Azad 

and other Gonsress party leaders were arrssted by the British. Jporadic 
Yious imuedistely followed.°* ‘Extensive damage was done to public 
property snd organized saboteurs completely disrupted transportation 
end communic:tion in large areces by danagin railroads, bridges, tele- 
uraph ond telephone lines, und many other public ubllities,^4 Strikes 
developed to such in extent that meny lurge construction projects came 
to a standstill, British officials insisted that the situction vas 
nob serious cnd that the trouble wuld soon blow over. is the disorders 
end strikes continued over a period of weeks with Little sign of 
abatement, however, Aicricons becano alarued ct the gravity of the 
general political cituztion and its effect on the development of 
necessary insliullatioss. a By the ond of the year conditions nad 


improved slightly, but the disorders had by no means ceased, , 
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Theat no serious troubles involving imerican troops occurred is a 

credit both to the ien sni tazr leuders. .hen tne first naericans 
arrived in Lidia oropagenda lesflets were covertly distributed to then 
b, the natives in cn effort to enlist their sympathy in the cause of 
Indian indesendence, ‘Yhe soldiers hed been ceutioned to avoid involve- 
ment in the offairs of the country, and few were inclined, whetever 
their synpathy for the Indians, to favor obstructionist tactics éb a 
tine shen Jepanese invasion of India still remained a possibility.?? 
Ihe Japanese ond Geruens atteapted to create iLL feeling between the 
natives ani the ónuericans by proparenda broodoasts in native languages 
charging that the zmericans were in India to stay end would follow a 


policy of exploiting the country ond its people, 9° 


when rioting was at 
its worst nany iLerieen station comenders restricted the troops to 
their camo area to avoid trouble.’ As a result of a “hands off" 
policy, unpleasant incidents were avoided and tha relationship between 
Averiean soldiers end the natives continued on a friendly basis.^3 

The approach of the close of the monsoon season found the ferrying 
problea still unsolved, and Chinese officials openly expressed dissatis- 
faction at the results obtained. The Chinese had been aoprised earlier 
of Amcrican plans to place 75 plenes on the flight from Dinjan to 
Kunming put as the weexs passed without the crrival of new transports, 
they experienced some doubt es to the sincerity of promises given snd 
renewed their hints taat if the supply problem were not given more 
attention the Chinese would be compelled to cease resistane.°” General 
stilwell reminded then of the Limitations of air transport, and tried 
to convince then thet the supply problem could be solved only by re- 


opening the port of nangoon and tho Burma it050. le thus sought to use 
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the occasion to press homé crguments in favor of 2 proposal previously 
submitted for the training of Chinese troops in India, a proposal not 
yet approved by the Generalissimo. O 
uar Department olficials in "ashington, disburoed over the sbtitude 
of the Chinese, expressed anxiety over the apparent leck of progress in 
the development of the cargo route As a possible solution, General. 
Marshall, through General Arnold, submitted late in July for Geral 
Stilwell's consideration a plan by which the Cnina NSationel Airways 
Company (CHACO) would have full control over all flights from India to 
China. 9 broy planes and pilots would continue to serve with CHAO 
planes and civilian pilots. General Stilwell believed the plan unsound 
and recomended that it be obandoned.O2 He explained thet the Chinese 
government owned 55 per cent of the GNAC stock and under existing law 
could take over the management of any corporation in China. CHAG vas 
responsible to the Chinese Ifinistry of Communications which, General 
Stilwell believed, was more concerned with maintenance of non-essential 
Chinese commercial air routes than in transportation necessary to the 
prosecution of the war. He considered it unfeir to have military per. 
sonnel working beside civilians who were drawing more pay for identical 
work, and contended further that in corbat zones military personel 
should not be placed under civilian control. Finally, he maintained 
that auch a novo would be an edaission that the U. 3. army sir Forces 
had failed and would permit OFAC to take credit for the difficult 
planning, organization, construction, and development which the Air 
Forces had already done on the Dinjan~funminy route, 93 
Generel], Stilwell considered it desirable, however, that CHAC 
continue to operate if its activity could be Coniined to the hauling 
eer ia: OMe Pedy os 
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of essential materials. Its operstors were experienced and efficient, 
and it was thought that a competitive spirit between CHAG and the 
ferrying Command would result in rreater accomplishments by both or~ 
genigations. The tendency on the part of the Chinese Itinistry of 
Communications to engage in purely commercial activities, however, led 
General 5tilwell to suggest that an arrangement be made with the Chinese 
to lease all CHLC olenes to the Air Forces so that assurance could be 
hed that they would be used only to cerry essential cargoes. 

The pien to have GWAC take over the operation of the ferry was 
imediebely dropped as a result of General Stilwell's objections, He 
was then authorized to attempt to make a contract with the Generalissino 
for all GG Lend-lease transports, Authorization was also given to 
commission civilian pilots up through the grade of captain. He was 
infomed that additional well-trained personnel for the transport ser- 
vice were not available, but that General Brereton had been directed 
to return ell transports not urgenbly needed in the iddle Aast,9? 

On 7 Lugust General Stilwell notified the Var Department that the 
Generalissimo hed ayreed in principle to the proposed transport arrange- 
ment. when no notification of final settlement followed, however, 
inquiry was made of General Stilwell as to whether he would recoanend 
continued allecetion of lend-lease transport aircraft to the Chinese 
or thought that ell available transports should be delivered to the 


66 


ist Perry Group. General otiluell replied: "I do not believe that 


any additional allocztions of Lend—Lease transports should be rade to 
the Chinese after present commitments are met. .. . Any extra transports 


available should be allotted to the Ferry Command to prevent the 


possibility of their being diverted from non-military uses. . . . 
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American control of air service and Ferry Cowsand is most important. "87 
ALluost two months arter getting Chizng Hate shox to agree "in 
principle" to the leasing of CEC transport planes to the Ferrying 
Command, General dtiliell was able to announce that a contract had 
been made, iit the same time the ueneralissimo hsd agreed to the pool- 
ing of facilities and spare parts for pursuit and transport planes and 
to the trainings of Chinese ground forces in Indie. Tne theater commander 
wis Clearly pleased with the agreements and declared: "If I were sub- 
jest to nervous prostruticn, I would hive it by now, but unless sritish 
stop us 1 believe we lcve texen ut leest one nore step forward, n68 
Meanwhile, preparations for the defsnse of Dinjan had not been 
overlooked, but Little could be done to protect instelletions there 
until the air warning systea was improved. The proximity of mountains 
to the sir field indicated that radar would not be entirely effective, 
69 


even if available. It had been General Srereton's plan to use small 
independent units stationed in the hills with light radios end portable 
generators. ifler seme discussion, Lhe plan was adooted, loyal 
Bursese were chosen to cid the mmericans, ind alwost every conceivable 
means of transportation vas used to set them to their destination, 70 
Ihe journey to points well nigh inaccessible took weeks to zecomplish. 
some of the situs sslected were in the region inhsbited by Hags tribes- 
men, repubedly headhunters, but who proved friendly and often served 
2s porters end guides. Others were in sections regularly patrolled by 
the Japanese, wio occasionally made trouble. Supplies were dropped 
from transport planes." ine project was experimental and to serve 


effectively required censidereble extension. General Heiden, convinced 


that the system vas the only one practicable under existing conditions, 
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had made an appeal for more men and radio equipament. General Bissell 
recognized the relztive ineffectiveness of thls unorthodox system, but 
hoped thet it could be sufficitnbly extended before the monsoon lifted. 
às the weather cleared, Lighter pebrols were kept im the air as auch of 
the tines as possible. «ken the appeals of Generals Brereton, ialden, 
and Bissell brougnt no reinforcements for the sir warming net, General 
wtilwell, stating thet our stakes in Assam were heavy, warned that the 
monsoon was the only reason that the Japanese had not already attacked 
Dinjan. He requested not only that the air varning net be improved but 
that other reinforcements be sent into northeast India. It was his 
opinion that the success of the whole freignt route should not be 
subject to a genble, 7 

dhile General Bissell was still engaged in trying to perfect his 
organization and to fax liarigze hinself with tha most pressing problems 
of the fenth Air Force, unsatisfactory conditions in the theater were 
brought to the attention of the i.ar Department bv a member of the 
Inspector General's Department woo returned from India at the close of 
the summer. On ll september Generel Lrenold cabled Generel Bissell that 
he had been informd that slowness in promotion of junior officers in 
the Tenth sic Force was affecting noraole; that numerous second lieutenants 
in the thsuter nad not been promoted although their classmates in other 
theaters had been advanced; and that first pilots of commercial airlines 
then serving on the trensport service had not been pronoted to captain, 
although the policy of the Air Forces was that such men be given that 
renk, le added that General Stilwell had authority to make the pro- 
motions ahd that they should be made before morale still further 


deteriorated, ^ | ms C 7 s 
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General Bissell replied that notification of policy of the Air 
Jorees regording promotions of first pilots of airlines had never 
reached the theater end requested authority to make such promotions 
regardless or T/O limitations. He asserted that promotion of second 
lieutenants was governed by T/O vacancies ang as a general policy, six 
months in grade vas reaulred unless the officer had shown exceptional 
qualifications. He agreed thct crrival of classmates of second lieu- 
tenants in the theater in grade of first lieutenant was a bad morale 
factor, explaining that activetions in other theaters had accelerated 
promotions to an extent rot possible in his command, and added that 
every time a first lieutenant arrived in India a second Licutenant was 
denied promotion, /? 

Authority was immediately grenbed to promote former airline first 
pilots but authority to sdvancs second lieutenants beyond T/O reouire- 
ments Wes denied, 79 The vier vepertment suytested that second Lieutenants 
with combat experience could be returned to the United States and pro- 
noted here, a proposal arising portly from the desire to raise the 
level of experience in operetional training units. General Stilweil 
was of the opinion that men deserving of pronotion should be rewarded 
in the combat zone where meritorious service had been rendered rather 
than after their return to the Zone of the interior.’3 General Bissell 
did not believe the proposed action was desirable, 77 and probably shared 
With General Stilwell a conviction taat an exchange of experienced 
second Lieutenants fòr inexperienced first lieutenants would be of 
little benefit to the combat efficiency of the air force, Fortunately, 


opportunities for promotion were soon provided through cotiyation in 
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the theater of four bombardaent squsdrons. 

General frnold's cable concerning promotions was followed b; a 
Letter noting in greater detail the shortcomings of the Tenth Air 
Force, The report of the recent inspection indicated that many Branch 
Tiamaterial officers were inefficient and should be reclassified; that 
morale was Low among officers because of inequality and stagnation in 
the natter of promotions; thet senior officers were living in comfort- 
able quarters in town while junior officers and enlisted men lived in 
tents emid dust and dirt, with seniors taking no steps to correct the 
situabion; that enlisted men were not paid regularly; that cigarettes, 
tobacco, and current reading material were not made availeble to en- 
listed mea; that kitchens and messes were generally dirty and food 
improperly prepsred; that many enlisted men saw their squadron officers 
only once a week; that no uniform method of promotion of enlisted sen 
existed; und that corale was generally low among enlisted personnel. 
Genaral Arnold concluded by stating bhat although it wus probable that 
most of the deficiencies had been renedied, he would like to receive a 
fail report. Since the Letter was writton zbout three weeks after 
General Bissell assumed comasznd, the inspection evidently oceurred prior 
to the chance of commend, Certainly, General Sissell could not have 
been responsible for the developuent of the conditions indicated. 

Ceneral Bissell replied thet most of the conjitions existed at 
the time he assumed commend but that they were boing corrected.®! His 
letter to General rnold opeacd with à stateaont that the Yenth Air 
force, despite the heavy criticisia which it had received, was a good 


command, ond thet it wight be forged into 4 first-rate fighting force 
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if the materiel necessery for operations uere supplied. He asserted 
that the Low norale auong .ir Corps officers was lergely the consequence 
of enforced inactivity resulting from lack of aircraft and necessary 


equiraent. Other difficulties were ettributed to poor transportation 


in & theater of creet distences, In a particulerly forceful passae, 
he pointed out that: 


Fron the base port at sAarachi to the combat units in Chine 
is & distance preater than from San Francisco to New York. 
From &arachi, supplies go by broad coure railroad, a distance 
about ag fer as from san Francisco to Lansas City. They 

are ther transshipped to ueter ceure ond to narrow gauge 

end go on a distance by rail es fer as from Lansas city to 
öt. Louis, They ere then transshipred to water and zo down 
the Ganges and up the Brehmcoutri, a distance about equiva- 
lent to thet from 3t, Lowis to Pittsburg. They are then 
Loaded on transports of the zorrying Comcand in the Dinjan 
area and flow to Sunaing--a distance sreater then trom 
Pittsburg to Boston. from Lunmine, aviation supplies vo 

by sir, truc:, rail, bullock cart, coolie ani river to 
operating airdromes~~a distance about equivalent from 

soston to Lewfoundland. ith interrurtion of this com 
muniestions systes due to sabotare incident to the internal 
political situation in India, you cua readily appreciate that 
regular sunsly presents difsicultics, 


iegerding the resentments over promotion, he repeated the reesons 
ior stapnution quoted ubove, “orale was Low among enlisted aen, he 
sald, because of on alsost complete Lack of mail for ieny months, lanpuage 
difficulties in on alien land, cosence of newspapers end books, Luck 
or Puminine coupanionship, bad radio reception, excessive heat and 
humidity, weeks of terrible dust conditions, unrmüliar foods, poor 
initizl housing contitions, and railure of oryeniacthionel equipment to 
arrive along with the troops. In spite of the fact thet clivarettes and 
tobacco had been requisitioned repeatedly, they had nob been supplied 
in suffieicnt quantities. Irregularity of payment to zen oxon; early 


arriving units, resulting from inadequate finance arrangenents, had 
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been « source of trouble, bub the condition had long since been corrected. 
It was true that kitchens cnd messes hal been dirty ab the outset, tha 
troops having been stationed on the edge of a desert during the seasonal 
dust storms when dust permeated everything; cond food hed been poor 
beesuse of the use of British rations in en atteapt to carry out the 
policy of Living off the Land. But this situstion had been improved. 
Practically all officers were living under conditions comparable to 
those of the enlisted men. Necessary measures hed been taken to correct 
the improper supervision and training cf men which was largely due to 
the inexperience of officer personnel. Promotion of enlisted men wes on bre 
Sans basis as in other theaters, P? 
Shortly afteruerd, Generel sissell wrote General irnold another 
long letter settins forth the need for improvements in much of the 
equipment sent to the theater. He considered the 32-17. unsatisfactory 
beceuse of its hizn of] consumption. ‘fhe basic cause was unknown but 
he believed thet dust was et least a contributing factor. Tae current 
Be25 model wes not a good aircraft for operations im India. Lack of 
gasoline capacity placed severe Liritation on ranges the "Cash segister" 
bocbsichts were inferior and orden sights were needed; the bomb racks 
were unsebisfactory, either beceuse of faulty design or improper sain- 
benances: end the botton turret Wus not worth the weight and drag on 
the plane because visibility wes always cbseured by leaxing hydraulic 
fluid, wad, and dirt. ‘The P40, which tad depended so greatly upon its 
suparior diving speed, Was encountering a nev type enemy fighter whick 
was equally fest in diving. The Japanese reconnaissance planes were 


able to po about their work unimpeded beceuse or the inability or the 
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P=0 to reach 23,600 fest. Fast-clinoing Ticghters such as the P-47 or 
Pu.51 were especially needed in the critical region around Dinjan where 
the warning net did not afford enough bine for the slow-climbing F-40 
to ruin the altitude necessary for successful interception.92 

One point upon which General Bissell's report differed fron pre- 
vious reports by Generel Srercton woe on the odecuzey of the training 
received by cen prior to their arrival in the theater. While General 
Brereton hai stoutly maintained that the men sent to him were not 
sufficiently trained, General Bissell considered the training exeellent 
in view of the short tine eveilebic,®4 en indication that substantial 
prorress hed been made in the A truining program. 

& constent flos of messeces from General Bissell to the ar Depart- 
ment indiested both the variety ond urgency of meny needs in Indie. 
Cn 23 &ugust hs peve notice that though the depot at Lgràá was eouipped 
to overhaul combat planes, the lack of spare parts was impeding the 
work. He asked elso that former requisitions for sxilled personnel be 
given attention?” ong Jepteuber he sent a message saying that five 
P-hO's were out af coumission sweiting parbs and five E-L7's were 
prounded while auoitin» enyines ond hydrovctic propeller fo vernors,.99 
Tae following week ne stated that the combined capacity ot Agra and 
Bonjolore for overhauling engines could be incrcused from the current 
rate of 60 per nonth to 200 per ronth in a snort tine if personnel, 
equipment, end supplies already on requisition were received. ST He 
followed sluost imuediavely by asking for information on the status of 


the 15th Air Depot Group which had been promised the Tenth Lir Force and 
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was badly needed at Agra. 89 2. u.s i . ‘ 
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In 3eptember General Bissell, throug: General stilwell, reouested 
authority for uctivution of 4 composite CTU squadron ot carechi to 
take care of the transitional training of newly graduated pilots end 
crews arriving for duty with the Tenth. Some of these hag done prac- 
tically no flying for several sonths prior to their arrival, and numerous 
ercshas of cozbot niroraft h«d resulted.°? In spite of the fact that 
the need for such an organization was recognized, activation was denied 
because parsonnel and equipment could not be snered from the tralainr 
program in Gis United Stabes.?° Tt was then reguested thet eight bwin- 
engine advanced trainers slloceted to the Chinese be seat to the Tenth 
alr Force, ond ib ias sug ested that if the diversion vere ode prior to 
3hipsent it vould avoid e.cparrassment. .ddition of these zlrercft to tue 
nudoer already in Cuina, ccording to Geavrul utilwell, would only re- 
sult in added conouuption of fuel stock budly needed for combat, ‘the 
request hud not been msde directly to Chiany izi-shek Dbecouse of the 
certainty of iti refusal.’ Ihe deziraollity of the diversion was 
recognised in veshinzton, but it was felt thet it should be done only 
with the consent of the Generalissino.’* 

The situztion ves searnvolle confused p2cause of jurisdictional 
difricultios with our Jllies. Genoral otilwell hed already expressed 
dissatisfaction over <rfsaire in Chine and was creutly displeased by the 
storles appearing in J.merican newspapers of China's unrelenting struggle 
against tho Joouneze. He charged thet they vere grossly exegrerated, 
end thet local Dipghbing ves ployod up us if it were a major enzagenent. 
He believed thet the Govermamt ab Chungking wos primarily interested 


in mudoteinine its 21f in cower eb the end of the war :nd was nesunwhile 
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trying to got the Allies to assuae the entire burden of the war S Ke 
are supplying the helo! he asserted, "and snould impose conditions that 
will insure its effective usa. t? He hed requested cuthority to assign 
lend-lezsss plonos &rriving iui tie theater but wes told that the uar 
Besertaont desired that a11 diversions from CGninese deliveries should 
have thie consent of the Genersclissino so that the ection could not be 
construed as a violation of 2 presidential comwitment.72 As the 
theater conmmnder b3cane nore alermed over the situetion, he recommended 
thet no core cireraft be allotted to the Chinese Governaent until the 
Onineses Alr Porce denonstrated tucticsal proficiency in the use of the 
combat planes already in their possession, 76 Meemwhile be tried to 
convince the Chinese that they expected too much of the transport ser- 
vice and thet xenpoon would have to be reopensd before the supply 
problen could be solved?! 

The British continued to ask for a more definite commitment that 
the Tenth fir orce would be used to defend Indie in case of a dJepanese 
attempt at invasion. On 3 July General Arnold assured sir “larshal 
D. C, S&S. Svill of the British Joint Steff Mission thet under the terms 
of the basic directive to Genoral Stilwell the force would be sveileble 
for defense of India, but that no new directive would be sent out 
which would in any wey restrict the freedom of action of the theater 
commander, Ib wes pointed out thab should an ettuck be made on Indie 
or Ceylon, Cenerel uavell and General Stilvell were to confer on the 
question of the best possible use of the Lmerican air units. ?° h 
memorandum fron General nrnold to the Joint Cniefs of Staff, dated 
18 lurust 1942, again declered that "Tne primary mission of the 10th 


Lir Force is to support the cilitary effert of China." Iẹ- further. . 
j . + ' al L 
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recalled that General Stilwell's directive provided that when in his 
juignent it became necesscry to osploy any of his forces in Indie or 
Burm, he wuld place thea under tho command of the British conaender 
in chief for India. ilso noted wes the instruction of 2, Uay advising 
the theater commander that exployment of the Tenth sir Force wes com- 
pletely subject to his decision.” 

Fro;ress along other lines was ratifying. «a generel policy by 
wiieh the U. 5. Anay oir sorces wes to control distribution of all 
perts for anerican menufactured aircraft in all theaters where the 
AMO was ooercting supply ond repair depots was established, end some 
duolicetion of effort uas thus elininuted, nis wes an inportant sten 
tovard a goro effective coordination of tne Allied sir forces in the 
Ghine-bunns~indis Theater. 4 complete theeter simal plen was worked 
out ond aporoved by the theater comnander on 3 Cctober and subsequently 
approved in eneral by tke uer Departuent, Cenoral Stilwell was told, 
hovever, that it would be from six ontas to a year before ali the 
reoulrencnts could be satisfied, but thet the «ar Gepertuent would 
take iumediete stess to provide oursonnel and equiLoment for use celong 
the ferry route ond sb imortant sirdroves. action was taken also to 
hurmonize Chinese woother fccilities with those of the Teath Air 
Force 109 

In Uctober notice ws received thet more then 2.300 men had sailed 
fron the United states for Indie.  Taey included three service squczarons, 
tno depot squedrons, two querbernasber co.panies, one ordnance company, 
sevan cirvcys debachacnts, ond [Tillers for the 23d fighter Group end 


the 490th (ind h9lst Zodserdneunt osucarons. Mess oni edainistravive 
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equipaent £eeoaponied the troops out cLL other organisutiencl cguipment 
4 Zh i LOL EM m >s : ^. Veo 
was Lo follow by freicoter. The convoy resoncd India in Decwaber. 
On 423 seobenber the Indie-Ohine ferry Lost its first transport 


102 


pline, prosunebly fre Leins. some of its plcnes were still grounded 


for lack of tires „193 out constraction of air rields at Uchanbari, 
Jooker&bin; ind Chubua had so far progressed thet on G Gelober Genera. 
Bissell wos oble Lo iniora General sraold that the lst ferryins Group 
WLS preonreil to onorcte 75 trensporbs sron Indiz to Chine at any tine 
: : » 032 LOL... ` a : 
tus circrart could be ude avelleole. fae trensfer of stratecic 
mcLeriels from vulm. 108 beagerarily interrupted to allow uir trans- 
portetion for Crinese treons bein, moved to India for training 29% 
Tne guestion of the transe STİLL in the iddle isst was again 
reiscd on 14 Octoosr when General oi5s591l nade another uppeal ror 
their return, stating that the crews were the best in the Tenth 43 
" 105 zm * * 1 
Torce and doro urpontly nooded. in rogply, he was invormod that they 


could nob bs rade cvollaeblo until Jonuacy. 


às bhis eppeal sugg 


ests, the Perryl survice reained the focal 
point of effort by the 7 In indies. Jb tou been clear to Generel 
Bissell at the tine of his ussustion of counicni that only the monsoon 
prevented serious Jepgenese interfereace with ferrying activities. „hile 
ihe onines air Tasi sorce effectively ootrolled the sastern portion of 
the route, ond provided necessary protection of ferry installs tions 

in Chine, le recoymized that control or the air over northern sansa 

was essential to the full security of the ferry. accordingly, he had 
made plens for the sebivution of & second tau: lorce for this purpose. 
Its acbivation ag the India Air Task force on 3 Gotober 1942 orovides 


one of tie Lopicel teruinal dates in the mistory of tne tenth Llr Srce. 
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Onspter IV 
AALI Crita TIONS OF THS CHINA LL TASK FORCE 


Tne Tenth bir force, despite its menifold oroblens, was able through 
the sumser of 1942 to mount small bub effective raids on occupied China, 
Indo-China, and Bursa. Before the activation of the India fir Task 
Force the real striking power of the sf in hsia wes concentrated in 
the Coins Air Task Force under General Chennault. This was in accord- 
ance with decisions of the preceding spring to support the military 
effort of Chins. 

Toarough the first months of its operations the China Air Task 
force included the 23d righter Group under Col. tobert L. Scott, the 
l6th &2usdron (on detached service) of the 5lst Fighter Group, one 
¿licut of the 9th Fhote «sconncissoncee J4uandron, end several ilirhts 
of the llth S2ousdron of the “Hea bowosruwenl Group under vol. Caleb V. Be 
Haynes. l'eaeporly equipped with six de2o's and approximately 30 fighters, 
the newly established tau: force faced the strategic end tactical prob- 
lems of conducting effective Tighter ani bouber operations alons a 
5,U00 .zile front extending from Chungking end Chengtu te the Inic- 
China Hed River in the south, the Tibetan plateau and the Salween 
kiver in the west, and the nina Sea to the east. Only a few of the 
fighters were of & recent nodel. ‘Jost of them ware outmoded FHAQ3's, 
often vorn beyond safe and operational use, which had been passed dom 
by the Aya. Opsraebions were conducted from e number of Oninesc air 
fields so located as to bring most of the important enany targets in 


southern Chine within ranze of the 3825 and the P/O, sron Hengyang, 
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the northernmost base, situated on the Hankow-Canton railway, it was 
possible to strike not only ab those two important clbies, but also ab 
eneny installations end the inland vaterways of central China. The 
pase at Eweilin brought the coast of the South Coins Gea as well as the 
sea-and-sir port of Honskong within the are of possible bombing. it 
Naimine, in southern China, znerican planes could cover the northern 
part of Indo-China, including the important port of Haiphong, and the 
great distributing point at Hanoi. Yunnanyi, in western China, and 
pinjan, in Assen, gave the China Air Task force bases rroia which it 
could ;uerd the ferry and ub the sano time strike ut air and supply in- 
stallations in Hume.” 

with few tools for the tasu, stern necessity cade it mandatory for 
the CAT? as it hed ror the AVG, to ploy superior tactics or cease 
operstions.^ During the days of the “lying Tiners," General Chennault 
had successfully applied theories of pursvit which be had evolved 
auring bhe early 1930's, and this experience he now brought to the 
service of the new tasi: force. By Kaf and LAL? standards the plene of 
the AVG, the F-403, rated Little better than a trainer. In fact, at 
the time of the Hangoon cerial battles in late December 1OAL, the 
Curtiss- right plant st 3uffelo had already begun bo produce '2* ond 
"UU models of the P-hO with still newer desisns on the planning boards.” 
Aetually Lt was the recomiaed obsolescence of the 100 Tomahaiks 
supplied the i73 thot made thzi availeble. Sy late sumer of 1942, 
even the P-LOG's assisned to the Chine ir Task Fores were probably 
outclassed by the nevest emeny plenes. To Generel Chennault, however, 


such otficial condernabtion of the airorart as a woole did not resove 
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its distinct advantage in part. He carefully calculated its strength 
and weskness, compared it with a similar analysis of the Japanese plane, 
and drew tactical conclusions whick took advantage of tho P-A4O!s 
ability and denied the enemy craft the use of its strong points,’ "The 
pilot,” said Ckannault, "who can turn his advantages against the enemy's 
weakness will win every timo, "9 Applying this principle, the Leader 

of the "Tigers contended that if the Japanese had the P-/,0 and the 
Americans the Zero, the Americans could still beat then.? 

The preliminary training of the American Volunteer Group had con- 
sisted of about thirty lectures followed by general discussions. 
Making full use of diagrams which he chalked on a blackboard "Like a 
football coach at skull practice" General Chennault gave his directions: 

You can count on a higher top speed, faster dive and 
superior fire power, Japanese have a faster rate of 

climb, higher ceiling, end shorter radius of turn. 

Japanese fighter planes ware built for turning combats. 

If they get you into their kind of fight they are deadly. 

Use your superior speed and faster dive to make a pass at 

your opponent, get in a quick burst and then break away. 

You have the edge in that kind of combat. All your advan- 

tages are brought to bear on the Japaneses deficiencies. 

Never get into a long continued turning combat. You need 

to sharpen your shooting eye. Nobody ever gets too good 

at gunnery. The more Japs you get with your first bursts, 

the fewer are left to jump you. Accurate gunnery saves 

ammunition. There is nothing wrse than finding yourself 

in a fight with empty guns. 

The Japanese engine became a favorite target for the American flyers 
because of its vulnsrability,l? while the PO Allison power plant by 
contrast proved its great superiority and durability. As Col. Robert 
L. Scott, loader of the 23d Fighter Group in China, Later pointedly 


remarked, "The Allison engine will live on sand, "t? 
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Deily Generzl Chennault dinnsd into the sors or nis students the 
lessons he had learned. + He explained how, after luring in fighters, 
the Jaranese vould tighten a loose bomber formation in order to catch 
the ,cericans in heavy crossfire, how one of u three-plane Japanese 
fichter flicht would invite an unsuspecting opponent by drooping out 
of his group hile his two reswinin;, colleavues would plant themselves 
on the victin's tail. Sy mathematical dravinss he taught his flyers 
to judge air speed uni distance, to lead their diving passes shead of 
the enemy, to sear a bomber with an economical burst (for ammunition 
was searce) into the highly inflammable eneny gas tenak, He repeatedly 
pointed out the Achilles heel of the Zero, a target area that inelnded 
four vital parts, the engine, the fos tank, the cooling system, and the 
pilot. He advised angle and deflection siots, end short bursts up the 
fuselage Pro; tail to nose tip. All this, he counselled, was to be 
done, when possible, in flight pairs to achieve concentrated fire nower 


and tail, protection, i? 


uhenever elrcumstences permitted, they were to 
dive from the sun, 1o He took full advantage of a tendency of enemy 
pilots to fly "br the book. n17 By forcing than to breax their re- 
hearsed formations and to fight eccording to iVG tectics, they becaue 
confused and lost. But there was little nope or help, he warned, for 
the American pilot .ho tried "to fight them according to their plens "48 
The renerkable record which the AVG established over Burma and 
China from its rirst aerial battle on 20 Vecenber 1941 to its inac- 
tivation on 4 duly 1912 uttested to the effectiveness of General 
Chennault's tactics and teachings. In the first test of their planes, 
muthods, and mettle, the "Tigers" shot down four to six bombers, with 
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three probably destroyed, over Kunming. This was the beginning of a 
continuous string of victories and successful missions thet ended only 
with the inactivation of the AYG. During its period of operation, the 
"Tirers" engaged in defensive end offensive combat, dive bombing, 
ground strafing, reconneissance, morale missions over Chinese lines, 
and bomber escort. Various totals have been tabulated of enemy planes 
shot dowu; few of them agree. L figure given for bonus payments by 
the Chinese ;overnment indicates a total of 237 olanes definitely des- 


Ly 


troyed. General Chennault publicly announced & clolu of 293 enemy 


planes destroyed with nearly as many probables, and with the loss of 
only 12 American piloto irom enemy action, 0 
U, S, army Intelligence reported in July 1942 the following 


monthly Cigures for Japanese and AVG Losses from December through 


Mey: 
Japanese Losses 
Destroyed 
in nir on Ground Probables Damaged 
Fur. Bomb. Pur. Bomb. Fur. Bomb. Pur. Bomb. iiec. 
December 8 3L l L 
denuary h9 12 7 9 20 2 18 9 L 
sebruary 55 3 3 
karch 13 a kh aL 
April 30 5 3 9 6 
lay 7 3 & 8 h 35 
Total 167 5h. 20 34 5h 3 59 10 L 
Sub Total 221 5h. 57 70 
Grand Total 275 
nee 
ep PUNE haze rie 
acuity] | Uni Ii | 
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LNG Losses 


in air Out of Action On Ground 

December 5 
January 8 
Februery l i 
areh 2 h h 
April 1 36 i 
y 4 3 ll 
June 2 J. 

Total 23 hh 17 


Probubly the cctual nunber will never be exactly known because many 
of the planes went down unseen into the Gulf of Martaban and the Burua 
jungle. Only the Japanese really snow the toll of planes and pilots 
the "Tigers" took. inis much is certain, however. By its victories 
the AYG kept the Burua dosd and its port open for alnost three nonths 
after the Japanese offensive began; stopped the enemy push into southern 
Chins in the Salween gorge; cleared Japanese plenes from the siy over 
borb-skattered Eunan end iwangsi provinces; rève Chungking ibs First 
relief from enemy bombing; and bolstered Ghinese morale. 

with the Chine Air Tesk force General Chennault hoped to echicve 
even more than he hed with tas AVG. In a letter of 16 July 1942 to 
General Stilwell he indicated the full scope or his desires in the follow- 
ing stebeacnt or the mission of tho new task Yorce: 22 


(1) To destroy Japanese aircraft in much zreater numbers 
than our total strearth. 


(2) Io destroy Japanese uilitzry and neval esteblishients 
in China and encourage Chinese resistance. 


(3) To disrupt Jepanese shippinz in the interior of China 
and of f the coasts of China. 


(4) Xo denage seriously Jupanese establishments and concen- 
trations in Indo-2niue > Formosa, Thailand, Burma, and 
Horth nina. ' 7 7 
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(5) To brvei: the morals of the Japanese Air force while 
destroying & consideruble percentace of Japanese 
aireratt production. 
Despite leristice] difficultics, limited personnel, a bheater of vast 
dimensions, rudinsntiry repair facilities, and conditions generally ur- 
fsvorcble for «cod morale, the mission was in no sm.ll measure 
accomplished. 

2 dune 1942 the first flight of 2-25's earuarxed for the China 
air Tosk Force, six in ausber, errived at Dinjen fro; AlLehabad, with 
aj. Cordon Lelind co:mendin;y. Rone of the pilots hed ned ony experience 

"flying tho nui," esnecizlly durin, Lha .onsoon season shich wes 
about Lo drencu the ro ion. Discecardins the sound edvice of Colonel 
Heynes (then head oc the ferrying Commend), end indeed, even an ua- 
favorable veatner report, L: Zor Leland conpleted the many prepsrations 
for the flicht to Kuruins and the be.wbing of Lashio ea route. At OSCO 
bours thc nexb xorninu, 3 June 19542, the six B25's took off on the 
first tzcticol nission of the llth Bombardueat Squadron (1). dorty- 
five LinuLes out of Dinjen, terninus of the #arry, the weather thickened 
Just 23 kad Geen predictsd, Tho tlizat, nowever, did nob turn buck. 
shortly, after bo.bine ths rumiays at Las‘le, one plane became separated 
froa the others. Imedictely spotting the stragcher, two Japenese 
fighter plenes pounced upon it, killin: tle radio operator as he wanned 
tho cuns of bne louer turret. By clover aemeuvering, the babbered plane 
eluded the fos as thoy oressed the chese and finally ocnazed to Iim 
into Eunniar with dry tanks. Ussemimile the rensining Live ships con- 
tinued their flicht through c solid cloud overcast at 10,090 fcet. 


Unfortunctely for the forenost planus, the wltitude proved insufficient. 


with w suddenness that prevented eseage, x Tenge loomed throni tne 
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haze. The throe leading chips, including tnat of Major Leland, crashed 
aod buraed. Lh: other two, warned by tae explosion, sissed the countain 
"by only a Traction," close enough tbourh "to observe press and trees 
througn the hecvy cloud.” OI tho two plenes which avoided the tragic 
Lshap only one reccned iunzünp. ine other ran out of "us over Cnanyl 
(Changyi), sone fifty miles north of Lunsinz. ‘ine crew bailed out 
safely wend by a variety of conveyances, bub nostly by foot, thiy reached 
their destination in tuo wess. ay this tulist of fabe, the projected 
Ghina Lir Tesk doree had bzon reduced to two B-25's, three plene crews, 
end 15 ground nen (flown in by transport), even before it had bezun to 
23 
oporcte over China, 
The addition of six core planes (3=25'g) curing the next two weeks 
increzced the plane strength of the unit to cisnt. two of the aircraft, 
however, were inoperative, one temporarily, tke other permanently, The 
Letter hei developed Leehking, wing, tenks or the flight from Dinj&n neces- 
sitctin; its cecovel fron assipnueab and eventual canuibelization. For 
nearly two months perts from tnis ship asintuined the other seven, 
wong the personnel who arrived with the new planes was Maj. 
villian s. Basyo, voberen of a +L? outfit in the futile Java campaign, 
now commander of tho llth Borberdaent 34undron (L). uith hin, he 
brourht seven nen who wore the Distinguished “lying Gross lor iheir 
participation in Deolittle's fascd Tokyo reid. Ton maintenance men, 
requisitioned fron Indie, rounded out the streawlined complement of 
the bomber unit.^? On 3 dime 1942, General Jerl Neiden, Chief of Staff 
of the Tenth sir “orce lad inloraed Colenel Haynes of his assignment as 


head of the Chine sonber Commend. The New York Times on the 19th 


printed the following dispatch apropos of tho establishnent of the 
i 1 
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new force in Chine: “Under the comuand of Colonel Caleb V. Haynes 
retiring chief of the aerial ferry from India to Chine, U. 5. bombers 
will teke permanent stations in Chine as soon es United Uations sir 
strength in India is considered c.dequate "=o 

During the rensinder of June, Colonel Haynes prepared for the 
bombing offensive in close cooperation with Colonel scott who busied 
himself with the details of the fishter orgenigation. s soon es the 
Tighter commander had the headyerters squadron et Kunming functioning 
smoothly hy dispatched one of his rirhter squadrons under D. C. Hill 
to Hengyang and the other under u.e F, Hector to Cweilin. The third 
fighter squadron, cosmanded by Frank Schiel,was used as a training unit 
for junior members of the group. ^? R11 three of these leaders, who 
had boen LYG aces, wero cormissioned majors upon the induction of the 
AVG., Llthouph bounbeers and crews were ready by the last week in dune, 
adverse weather conditions prevented any serial activity beyond a few 
minor recomaissance flights. Indeed, inclenent weather forced the 
postponesent of the proposed reid on Hankow until i July. 25 

The early mornin, wether reports of thet day seemed to indicate 
a break in the overcast. Four B=25's, Led by Major Basye and covered 
by five P-hO!s piloted by AVG «cos, Ilew from the advance base it 
Hengyang to bozb Hunkow!s harbor instellztions, Poor visibility 
caused by heuvy cumulus clouds handicapped the inexperienced bombard- 
iers, Although no direct hits were made, the men observed several 
near misses which nigot have done some damage. This was the only 
mission of the nonth with questionable results; ell other missions of 


2 
the month echieved unguestienable success. S " 
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Beecuse of Hunkow's importance to the inland weter-aeys of the 
Yengtse River, tho following duy, 2 July, four 2-25's escorted by 
four P-40!s played a return cazareagat, this tine with satisfectory 
results. sy striking at this inland port, General Chennavlt aoped to 
disrupt vital shipping in the interior of Ghina. The bombers scored 
on docis and warehouses while bh: Zittyhewks (P-—4,02!s) swept the uabter- 
front along the old Japanese concession. The action killed several 
hundred workers and ruined many lorries. Ground observers clained 
the bomb concussion drove many of the Japanese sailors from their 
gunboats into the water.” 

For the Tirst tise, che fce aow knew how it felt “to be on the 
receiving end of 6 bowbing raid" bub they cere not long in edjusting 
to the surpriso ond embarrassnent of being attacked. AL Ine unexpected- 
ness of being bosbed four days before the formal activation of the 
China air Tasi foree, however, resulted in a revision of eneany plans 
waich hed called for a raid to wipe out the arican force on the day 
of ito initiction. lLitbing back in retaliztion at 0230 hours, the 
nicht of 2 duly 1942, the Jepanese sent five medimi bombers over Hengyang. 
by the grece of a 30“ninute warning, issued by the Chinese netviork, 
ell crew nenbers slid safely into rainrilled slit trenches or a 
reasoncble faccsinile thereof" hefore the ruming lignts of the first 
ny" formation anpeared. In tight and perfect formation, the hostile 
craft circled the Hengyang field, maie their run down the landing strips 
but, with Little credit to their marksmenship, missed the objective. 


ALL bombs Pell to the right of the Landing strip.” 
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0n 3 July 1942, Major Basye turned nis attack on the large, modern, 
Jepanese-held airdrome at iancheng, southeast of Hankow. From this 
airport, the Japanese could, and undoubtedly did, Leunch their air 
attacks on the american base at Hengyang. Climbing above the overcast 
that "hung nonscon-like to the low hills," the lead plane discovered 
a large hole in the cloud bank as they neared the target. Through the 
hole the airdrome was clearly revealed. The five Be25's with fighter 
protection of four P=40's released forty 100-kilorram bombs and thirty 
L8kilogran fracmentation bombs on the intersection of two runways, two 
hangars, and several parked aircraft. As the bombers leveled off, a 
voice came over the command frequency, "I see red spots and they are 
right over us." Six Japanese I-96's and i-97!s were overhead but 
seemed reluctant to close in,probably because of the heavy .50~caliber 
cross Tire. One Joponese plone did venture within range, A turret 
gunner stopped him as hs tried to pull away. The LVG pilots "stirred 
it up with the Jap fighters" zs the bombers started the down bill run 
for home ab full throttle, In the skirmish, one P40 was lost but the 
pilot Was seved. All told, the Japanese lost two I-y7's, one from 
fighter guns end one from e bomber turret gun, in addition to six con- 
firaed and several. probables on the ground. Tais was an admirable 
b:gimiing toward the attainment of General Chennault's voal to destroy 
Japanese &ireraft in much greater numbers than the total strensth of 
the American force.?” 

Angered by the Hanktow and Nanchanz raids and perhaps a little 
pigued at their failure to inflict any demage in their raid on Hengyang, 


the eneay again struck the Americen base the night of 3 July. They were 
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less accurate than they were on the first raid over the some base. 
Since no hnerican plenes hed contested the Jepanese on either raid, 
kadio Tokyo, two deys later, claimed boastfully thet the Hengyang sir- 
port had been "wiped out." ictually the Americans were only annoyed, 
complaining loudly that they hated to get up "at that hour of the 
night to see such g poor show!" Some members of the air base never 
found out the extent of the damage, according to the unit historian, 
"beceuse they were too busy to wali: that far away from the field to 
see the holes, "24 

As & fitting celebration for Independence Day and the official 
activation of the China Air Task Force, the bombers shifted their tar- 
gets from the north to south to strike the Tin Ho (Tien Ho) airdrone 
at Centon in a continuation of the policy to reduce Japanese airpower 
by bombing their important bases, The Tin Ho air base was even better 
Situated for the enemy's purpose than Nanchang in that planes from the 
former coula strike at either Hengyang or iveilin. Knowing that the 
Japanese had always shown an affinity for raids on American holidays, 
General Chenneult apparently reasoned thet the Tin Ho airdrome would 
be left virtually unguarded while the Japanese were attacking the 
American bases. Five Bez5's and their fighter escort bombed runways, 
parted aircraft and the airdrome building itself without opposition. 2? 

Following the bombing run the planes headed toward Kweilln, the 
advance base south of Hengyeng, out the expected Japanese reprisal 
raids intended to crush the 23d fighter Group on the day the AVG was 
officially disbended deleyed the landing for fifteen minutes. As the 


"over-confident!" foe came in with new twin-engine fighters which they 


felt certain would defeat the American fighters, they met a surprise. 
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Watching, as usual, with field glasses from outside the operations cave, 
the General called directions over the radio. At his order, "Take 'em," 
the Americans dropped from the sky high above the Japanese formation, 
Colonel Scott felt disposed to call the engagement which followed a 
"massacre." When the battle was over the wrecks of 13 enemy planes 
were strem over the field.?° 

Need for rest and maintenance broke the series of consecutive 
raids on 5 duly, but the next day the bomber unit resumed its missions 
with an abtack on the Canton waterfront. This marked the initial 
action against coastal facilities of Japanese~held Chins ports. 

Attacks on these harbors accomplished the two-fold purpose of disrupt- 
ing transshipment of materiel both to the interior of China and to the 
southwest Pacific. On this occasion, British intelLigence believed 
they had located a 4,000,000-gallon gasoline storage cache. Such a 
valuable objective became high priority on the target list. Unable to 
find the objective, however, the fiva bombers selected targets of oppor- 
tunity. At low altitude, they kindled eight rires in the dock ware- 
houses, Maj. D. L. Hill end his AVG flyers engaged six I-97's getting 
one certain and one probable. With the exception of a surface hole in 
the tail section of a bomber, all planes returned unharmed,?! 

Excluding a minor raid on 8 July in which Colonel Haynes flew a 
bomber on an effective sortie against a Japanese headquarters building 
at Tengchung, not far from the Burma border, weather, pilot fatigue, 
and maintenance halted major operations until the middle of July. 

Little resting was done, however, because dysentery broke out among 
the personnel at Kweilin and, as the field historian observed, there 
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was & "reat deal of activity” at ths air tase, "but not of that 
nature as to cause denege to the eneny. n38 

During the first week of duly, « definite change in policy had 
taken place in the China Thecter, Hankow, Genton, end other cities in 
occupied China which formerly hed been immune to bombings had now been 
hit. Flushed with the triumns of the first veek, modest though they 
were, General Chenneult stated boldly: ‘Wie are going deeper and deeper 
into China. ill cities under Japanese occupation will be bombed. 
‘there Will te a mere ective policy fro now on. You can draw your 
own conclusions cs to what will happen. ‘The handwriting was on the 
wall from July 1.19 7 lle even went so far us to predict, over-opti- 
misticclly ib vould appear, thet "historians would say the tide had 
turned when the American Lir Force went into acbion in China. #40 
Chinese leaders shared his optimism and pride. T. 2. Tolang, minister 
without portfolio, said thct "the eouinr of Luoricon Air Forces to 
Chine hed ,iven a treneidous stiaulous to Chinese morale, civil and 
military. 

On 16 July four B-25's under Colonel Haynes! personal command 
departed from Imeilin for their northern staging hase at Hengyang. 
Aftor Lunch and a final briefing, the ships, aeconpsnied by Major 
Hill's Fet,0's, headed once again for Eankovw. This city was always a 
prize target because of the huge concentrations of supplies destined 
ior the Jepanase emiles opersting in the Hunan and Aiangsi provinces. 
Tne B-35!s started their target run at 12,000 Teet, discharged forby- 
eight 50-kilogran bowbs, half incendiary and half demolition, plus 24 


incendiarios which were tossed out tlie back-of-the'planes. Ten fires, 
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their smoke seen for 230 miles, broke out among the warehouses and 
wharves, and in the old Japanese concession, Chinese intelligence 
afterwards reported that a supply dump in the area burned for 68 
hours 4” 

Heturned to Hengyang, the ships were choat "half gassed" when an 
elert was sounded as the signal for all ships to take off for the dis- 
persal field at Lingling, on the way to Kveilin. ‘Thirty miles fron 
Lingling a "terrific burst of machine sun bullets poured through and 
around" one of the bombers. Seconds later, another burst, more violent 
then the first, disabled the left engine and srezed the skull of the 
turret gunner. as the plane rapidly lost altitude, the crew bailed 
out, ell of thes lending safely. Some spent the night in the hut of 
a poor but hospitable farmer, while the more fortunate members of the 
crew Were entertained by the wife of General wong, who had been saving 
several cans "of pood old U.S.L. . . . beer!" for the first American 
flyers she met. Taken the next morning to a railroad town 20 miles 
fron Lingling, the men were feted and entertained by the inhabitants 
in the best Chinese style. Not until they had returned to :.wellin 
did they learn that their successful, assailent had been an AVG pilot 
in a P40 who had mistaken the B-25 for a twin-engine Japanese fighter. 
Despite their chagrin at the loss of their ship, it pleased the crew 
to think that it took six .50-caliber machine guns and two passes to 
bring them down. This was the first bomber lost since the CATF began 
operations in Ghina, #2 

To confuse the Japanese and to render more direct support to the 


Ghninese Army, General Chennault split his rorce of bombers for the next 
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three operations. On 13 July, he sent three against the Tin Ho airdrome 
at Canton where they demolished a number of planes massed on the field, 
ine following morning in answer to an urgent request of the Chinese 
ground forces to borb Linchwan (Linchuan), two B-25's strung out their 
boubs from the center of the city to the river. For sone time the 
Chinese had been laying siege to the city witnmout success. Incredible 
as it may seem, according to the rield historian, on the day after the 
boabing the Chinese took the city with little opposition, M 

Extending the range of their air arm northeast along the Yangtse 
River to Kiukang, a supoly point for Nanchanz and Linchwan, three 
Be25's damaged docks and warehouses ana four Fei0.'s strated river 
junks on 20 duly. The Flower Gerden Hotel, a club for high-ranking 
Japanese officers, sustained a direct hit. Heavy casualties were re- 
ported by Chinese agents, who also described the gutting of a cotton 
yarn factory.4? 

This was the Last bombing reid of the month for the Americans, 
but not the last aerial activity. On 30 duly, in a determined effort 
to obliterate the China Lir Task Force, the enemy sent an estimsbed 
119 planes over the Anerican air bese sb Hengyang. "The size, manifest 
experience and ability of the fighter group indicated that the Japanese 
intended to wipe out tlds Jmerican pase.“ For 36 hours the battle 
raged during which time the 23d Fixznter Group accounted for 17 enemy 
bonbers and fighters. It is particularly noteworthy that four of the 
hostile aircraft fell at night—-the first time Jepanese planes had 
been knocked down over China at night by U. 5. Army flyers. At the 


end of the 36-hour ordeal, Colonel Scott's aimen had lost three planes; 
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no pilots. J| , 


In this battle the excellent warning system maintained by the 
Chinese had contributed largely to the success of the smerican fighters. 
Instead of surprising the imericans, the Japanese themselves had been 
ecurht unswares, 

Lerial combat tactics for fichter planes are eredicated on the 
necessity of being in the mst advantageous position at the timo of 
interception. “2 Two factors must be present—-speed of servicing? and 
adequate warning. The latter clement requires a complete and efficient 
network of listening posts. General Ghennault had described such a 
system in several articles written at Maxwell Field during the early 
thirties.2° \unen he first arrived in China to organize his original 
Chinese pursuit squadrons he urged Chinese officials to establish a 
warning systexu. It was not, however, until his squadrons were almost 
decimated, that the Chinese leaders saw the wisdom of his plea and 
acquiesced. Consesuently, when the i¥G and the China fir Task force 
arrived, they inherited the best air raid warning system im the world, 7+ 
The net consisted of two concentric circles 100 and 200 kilometers in 
radius, about every strateric city or air field.?~ Outside the larger 
circle were thousands of listening posts; "4 coolie sitting on a city 
wall, . . . a mandarin in a watch tower, a soldier in a field with a 
Walkie—taliie. ..." By devious means reports trom these spotters 
reeched the outer circle where they were studied and sent on to the 
inner ring and eventually to the plotting roon in a cave or operations 
shack. In several places the sysbea worked so efficiently thet the 


nMenricans were able to Lnov "when the Japanese roll their ships from 
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their henz;aes or revotzents, when they stert their engines, and when 
thoy teke off.!9^ This robbed the Jepanese of their weapon of surprise 
and pave the Anericzns the adventare of position. Besides its clert- 
int function, the system also aided lost flyers in locating their 
positions.” Rot infrequently pilots, forced down, were found by the 
net and returned safely to Chinese lines, a service which alone would 
hayce aade the system worth while. ® 

General Gheanuult frequently lziíid trass for the cneny airmen, 
wüon he seoncd to understend uell enough te oubguess. By beiting 
the Jenanese into attackins his cir fields, the American flyers, fully 
worned of their coming, would intercept them directly over the field. 
Taies procedure suved susoline, nade it possible for General Uheanault 
to direct the plen of bottle by radio, and mede rescue of Acerican 
pilots shot down an vasy natter. iuhile the air base sustained soso 
deaaze from these unfriendly visitations, still the dees meny penetra- 
tion end their disaiventascous position while concentrating on their 
bozbinz run prourht heavy losses disproportionste to the Jawage of the 
fields. Coolie lebor ouickly repsired the Ticld; the Japanese loss in 
rien and planes was irreparable.’ 

RecepltuLation of the July record of the China nir Task Force reveals 
cn encouraging beginning. The "hit and rua" policy, dubbed guerrilla 
warfare by th» Jspanese, hod brougat excellent results in seven out of 
10 missions, food returns in two, and aubious results in only one. In 
gach instance the raids seemed to surprise the eneny end to "spread 
utter confusion! throushout the Japanese Lir Force stationed in occu- 


pied Chine. lot once during all the missions had the.enemy been able 
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to intercept successfully the icerican bombers. During the month the 
task force lost only one B-25 but that was due to the acbion of cn 
Anerican rather than an enemy plane. dapancse atteupts at retaliation 
cost the enemy approximately 23 planes; ib netted then only three 
americen plenes and no pilots. Japanese interceptors destroyed two 
PelO escorts but both pilots were saved.°3 The success of the first 
month's operation was due in no small part to the inzenious escort 
tactics formulated by General Chemault together with Colonels Haynes 
end Scott. 

Cn boubing missions, these leaders divided the lichter escort into 
three sections. Coly one of the flights remained with the bombers 
until the boab bay doors closed and the bomber comaander pave assur- 
ance that all was well. Generally the other two sections formed into 
& fighter sweep over tergets of oprortunity.^ 9 Before a mission, 
Genoral Chemeult would conter with the fighter and bomber conmanders 
on the target and strength of force to be employed. To prevent leak- 
age of information, Leaders briefed their men just before the takeoff. 
£6 that thas, General Chennault would have euch pilot informed as to 
the exact neture of the target. ‘The fiphters took to the air first. 
Flans called for the enploymenb of eight escort planes, but available 
strength rerely permitted the use of thet meny. The planes forming 
the top cover abtained tactiel flexibility by cruising at 3,000 feet 
over the bozber foruzation in two-ship eleaent. In moving into the 
sun, the protectivo unbrelle soretines wont as much a3 a half a miie 
ahead of the formation. another flight stayed one thousand feet 


below the formation while. the last flight ves, evenly, divided on the 
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two flanks at the same Level of the bomber formation. Besides this 
rether orthodox method of support, the 23d also developed other escort 
systems, among them, the "squirrel cave." In this maneuver, all 
elenents "essed! into the sun quarter from their respective box posi- 
tions about the formation.  Tnis kept the fighters in sight of the 
bombers end relieved the monotony of "riding herd" on a Formation of 
B-25's, Colonel Scott found that this type of escort gave confidence 
to the bombers and confused the enemy as to the number of ships em- 
ployed. 0° 

By 1 August the ships were in need of repair. when first received 
the equipment hed not been new, and steady flying under combat condi- 
tions had hastened its deterioration. With few replacement parts and 
only clementary first echelon repair, creviuen found it almost impossible 
to get all the planes in the air at one time. To effect the necessary 
repairs, the bombers were grounded during the latter part of July and 
the first week in August. The respite gave Lt. Ulmer Tarbox an oppor- 
tunity to introduce certain modifications of the B=25. Since the 
first of July he had been closely studying the plane in operation, and 
by substituting twin .20-caliber machine guns for the bottom turret, 
he was able to inprove the speed and flying characteristics of the 
plane, He also installed twin ,50-caliber machine guns in the nose, 
arranged in such & way that they could be charged by the bombardier and 
fired by the pilot, who aimed the gun with a ring and bead sight. In 
the rear, he covered a former blind spot by placing a .30-celiber gun 
on à novel frame so that when the top or bottom gunner fired it, it 


would wobble, "spraying Lead over a large area to the rear," Sketches 
p ced, _ al: . d 
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of these improvements were sent to the var Depertuent for consideration. 
Some of them Later beceme standard eouipaent OL 

The beginning of August also brought changes in Generel Chennault's 
staff. Col. Henry 2. Strickland cane from New Delhi to serve as adju- 
tant peneral, Col. Merian C. Cooper was eppointed Chief of Staff. 
Colonel Cooper had served with Colonel Haynes when the Latter headed 
the Assam-Burna Ferry. 

Colonel Scott's fighters opened the second month of serial blows, 
on 4 August with à sweep on the Japenese headquarters at Linchwen. The 
bomb-cerrying P-lhO's spread 12 hits over enemy berraccs, headquarters 
buildinrs, and the Fu River front. Several enemy transports were 
sprayed vith machine gun fire, 93 

Between 06320 and 0330 hours the next mornins, 5 August, the 
Japanese once asain attenpted to catch the Americans in their lair at 
Yweilin. Hotified well in edvance by the Chinese net the P-40's met 
the foc over the air base. Two Jaoanese ships fell from plane rire 
and ohe fron pround tire. 

On ó Luzast, after having waited several days for propitious 
weather, a foruation of B+25's under Major Basye caught the enemy 
cox Letely off cuerd at the Tin Ho airdroze on the outskirts of Canton. 
in occurate train of bombs fell across the field catching the runuveys 
and several buildings es well as 12 lisht ond six heavy bombers parked 
on the fleld. The close oroxinity of Chinese Lines to the Santon air- 
port mede adequete warning eluort impossible. Japanese pilots usually 
kad too Little tico to ;eb off theo ;round. espoasiole for a pact of 


the deuece cuused by this roid wero six AO0-bouad fraguenteblon bombs 
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carried in the back of cach boriber and tossed out the camera hates by 
the bottom punaer at a signal given over the interphone. Upon cetting 
the word, the gunner pulled tis pins and threw out the bombs. On 
this perticuler occasion, a militery intellirence observer, riding 
in the back of the plene, arranged to signe] the bottori cunner by 
kicking hin. 4 sudden jerk of the plane ciwused the officcr acciden-— 
tally to Kick the sumur ahead of tige who, according to plen, 
imodiately tossed the "fregs." the crew was euch provoked cb this 
wasbe of precious bocbs and lost little time in exoressing their feel- 
ings chout the incident. vceveral days Later, however, Ohine^^ intelli- 
inane reported the sinking of a boat loud of Japaneses soldiers at the 
tino end place the bonhs hed inadvertantly been dropsed. The gunner 
did not refuse credit for the boib TA 
Tio deys lobor, G u&ujgust, the bozbors sbruck aseilad at Canton, this 
tlie not only ot Lhe zirirons but lco st the Japanese concession., The 
Canton eren oifercdl sang cod milibtury tiurgets, only an nour and a 
hel? in fying time From ineilin, Besides this cttrachion, the adven— 
turous pilots, uccordins to the unit nistoria, round stiwletion in 
the chcllenge proffered by the presence of ontizircoreft end lire 
corcentretiens of fighter planes at the Tin Yo and unite Gloud siy- 
ports. They considered cttecks on this area "sreet sport." Although 
pencrally the Japenese pilots were not ulerted in tine to intercept, 
on this raid an eneuy reconnaissance plane had upparently riven werning, 
for six l-97's ani tħìrce Zeros roso in un offort to break up the 
Arepicun formublon. Tho omeny thureb, lost an I-97 end a Aero and 


robsbly enotner Acro,  Zriendiy asonbs several days. Later relayed 
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the news that the Japanese nå suffered creatly "since beings raided 
so many tires by the U. 3. Aray. . . Y” 

On the morning o2 9 &uguzt, while c part of the 23d harried the 
Japcnese ab Linchwan in continued ccoperetion with tne Ghinese iray, êT 
five 2—-25's «ith three P-A4O!s took off on a raid “which many outsiders 
had declared could never be successfully undertaken, n2? The "impossible! 
reid vis against the imoortent Indo-China sort of Haiphong. It marked 
the first raid outside of Chink or Surna b: the task force, To cover 
the distance, the planes hed to be refueled at Fenning (Yunping), 
only five minutes flying time from cnemy lines. wscurrying about in 
swarms, hordes of eager Chinese repgassed the ships out of Pive-gellon 
tins. ‘the con-at crews stood by their ships recdy for immediate de- 
parbture et the moment ths tenks vere filled. soon the planes were in the 
gir wincing their way soubbward to Haiphong. The onemy had missed an 
excellent opportunity to destroy a zreater part of the China hir Task 
Force on the ground. In addition to the boub losd of the mediums, 
each Kittyhaws (P-408) carried four lf-cilogram fragmentation and in- 
condiary bombs,  &osults were food. aA 4,C000-ton freighter was sunk 
in the harbor, «within ten minutes alter the borbardiers had shouted 
"bonbs away," the entire dock und warehouse aros was aileme. It 
"burned uncontrollebly for three days." 4 traveller returning from 
laiphong witnessed the raid und clained that an explosion in three 
rooms of a godown (warehouse) at Custon's wharf set fire to 2,800,000 
litres of gasoline and on unknown quantity of oil. Two bombs landed 
in the garden of « building once occupied by the Chinese Southwest 


Trensnortation Company, killings many numbers of the Japanese headquarters 
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staff billeted there ct the time. The office of the Japanese militar; 
police also received wu direct hit. In a funeral service the next day, 
& coffins were counted. Oasuclty estimates from other sources, however, 
ranged from 100 to 400. The raid proved to be one of the most reward- 
ing yet undertaken, SI 
Following a favorable bowbing run on Hankow the next day, 10 
éugust, Colonel scott led the escort to Sienninz where they discovered 
and destroyed ammunition dumps and military warehouses. The Japanese 
had accumulated this material for raids on the Anerican bases in 
Central Ghina, especially Hengyang. 70 Gontinuing their sweeps on 
i Lugust in what Colenel Scott called the "Battle for the Defense 
of Hengyens," seven P-40's circled northward hitting at Yoyang and 
Haenehang southwest and southeast of Henkew. On these missions, the 
americans suifered no losses but the enemy lost a ship over the Nanchang 
airdrome, The offensive fighter sweeps which Colonel scott believed 
to ba the best way of protecting American sir bases soon had to be 
curtailed because of the danger of losing or Wearing out equipment, 
General Chennault, whese attitude on defense tactics differed somewhat 
fron that of Colonel Scott, finally had to restrain che leader of the 
P-AhO!s: "You either did not understand or did not receive my last 
radiorram to remain on the defensive. Hepeat quote on the defensive 
vnovote, Signed Chennault. 1 
The necessity of carefully conserving its Limited and not easily 
replaced cquipment forced the Chins Sir Task Force during most of its 
existence to operate for several weeks and th.n to renein inactive for 


a like period while repairs were made. ‘sith no relief crews, the 
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combat teans elso needed rest after a fortnight of sustained «ction. 
There were, however, importent factors other then the maintenance of 
planes cnd battle fabi;ue of crews which restricted the Ohine Lir Tesk 
Force. The force would operate out of a certain base until the gaso- 
Line suply was exhausted or its supply of bombs depleted. Thet base 
then became inoperative until these requisites were glowly and lebor— 
iously replenished by cerial ferry in sufficient quantities to justify 
further operations. Meanwhile the tasx force carried on its activities 
from another base where supplies hod been collected since the planes 
were lust stationed there. ieether also haapered the action of the air- 
men. Fregnent overcests, heavy ground fogs, and haze mede flying 
difficult ct best, but missions were flown if the target area was 
reasonably clear, !* 

Sinee no personnel was available for bomb loading, this burden 
fell upon the alreedy overworked flight crews. ab any hour, day or 
night, cach one was subject to sudden orders lor loading, briefing, and 
the mission itself. This wrought considerable hardship, especicliy 
when several cissions were run in one day, including, perhaps, a flight 
to an udvence base. i. dey's work might entail 15 hours flying, a few 
bomb ocdings, end no meal between a 4330 breaktast ond supper. Nore- 
over, at sOut of the civonce bases, aen Pul to be awakened at 0300 
hours cfter setting to bed ut 6200 hours, and night raids from an in- 
considerate enemy cometinzs robbed the flyers of this precious hour, (2 

During this particular twe-we2l: rest and repair period, Lt. Hobert 
«. koose of the Grdnance wection devised and installed & bomb reck to 


replace the old hand method “of dropping fragmentation borbs. The 
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S351 eo.z2ct unit, fitted inte the reze of the 8-25 borb bay, held 
10 bobs henw~ing nose dom. The uechanisa of the rae: was so arranged 
tht ib could bo atalpulated by bhe lower sumer in the roilo comport- 
ment. ^^ 

By th: latter oort of urust when the crews had been rested and 
the ships reconditioned, Gererul Ühonnault transferred then to Tunnenyl 
in southwest Ching, proocratery to bonolnz Surua,. Since 23 dune 1942 
the only protection afforded the aerial ferry in Barna had been that 
provided by tre B-25's and a few Menters stebloned in Jinjan ọn de- 
tached service from Kunning. These plunes hal kept enemy ecbhivity at 
Uyilbkyine under close surveilicnece and hid intersitbently dropped 

bozbs on the cirdrome there. Several atbtorats hed been made te destroy 
docks ond river shipping at Vobhe on the Irrawiddy Kiver. The vost 
frequent torpats, however, hed bien railread pridves in northern ond 
centrel Duric. a few bridves hed been Jecolishel] ind others Jegeg, 
out the duvarnesa wera able to reconstruct then so rapidly thet the re- 
sult ef the <7 reids on such installations vas nore of un inconvenience 
then a deterrent. /? 

On 26 August, the Chins bo sbors bolstered the Burma seriel cam- 
paign by strilcine ct Lashio, an inporbunb reil center, hishway junction, 
ond cir bess. Trrve 3425's leid their combs on the city sni clrdrome 
while the top covur pecled off ind machineefunnel the snoldering area. 
It cost the hostile fighters ul least two I-97's, probably four, to 
chellsn,e the sz.aerLoun thrast. 7° 

in order to Leep the enemy puessing, Colonel Haynes changsd the 


direction of his blows tio days luber end sent ;two-evenhy divided’ | 
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flirnts of four 2—-25!s, the largest force yet used, ceross the border 
of lado-Calnc to atbeecl: burrecks sni aaunition durps ct loong Ju Phi 
and 4 sasoline dam ct Phu Lo. Both Mlichts achieved rood results, 
^o interception was attexpted despite the fact that for the first tine 
the bo-bzrs of the China Air Task Foree flea unescortad. Undoubtedly 
General Ch manuult and Colonel Ueynes hed felt reesonubly sure thet no 
eneny opposition would be nob in bhert section. 7 

Cn <9 nupust, the bask force « gin bozbed Leshio. Tne lead 
flirht tcilied 32 hits on the cirport while the second fliszht ziudled 
türee largo fires in the worehouse crea southeast of that city. S i8 
tha southern terminus of the formed Burne toad, Leshio henlled all 
supplies, men, cnd cauionent coing into northeast Zuriaa, and southwest 
China. ‘lyitinyina, directly north of Lashio, was the northern most 
depot of Bursa and supplied Japenese troops operatins in the northern 
exbrezities of Burne ecrosc to the border of India. In addition to 
their loricbieal imortenes, ewch ol bese cities nad excellent air 
fields which the Japanese Lir Force used as buses to attack the Assan 
Jurna gerisl ferry. dJinjen, terminus of the ferry, wes within easy 
bording ranse of pltnes ctctioned c5 !)yithkyins. 

The first obbeack on F'yilthyina by american bombers based in China 
cite on the aftermoon of 30 juguot, the day followin the attach on 
Lashio. One flignt sade six direct hits on the landing strips. The 
second flisht, as its contribution, covered the odze of town with 18 
hits. fhe ijw.orlcan crert repected the operation the followin, day with 
the sene men end similar results. Five lerge fires enveloped the 


ruüllrood rec, storiss ssetiona, ond Japanese barracks, 1? 
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During July end August, Laericen airmen, excluding the contingent 
et Dinjan, had particloxted in coproxinutely 23 missions on Japenese 
installations in occupied Canina, Indo-Shina, end Dursa, They had shot 
doim some 26 encuy plenaes cad probsbly 6 more, in addition to the 
destruction of cn estimated 30 Jepanese plenus on tae Lround, without 
the loss of a sin le bomber. Five P-A40's were lost but their pilots 
were rescued. Sesides the destruction of Japanese installations and 
planes by bombs and bullets, jmerican flyers during this period had 
provided the first effective ond widespread support the Chinese had 
received in five years of wer with Japan. 20 

Following the raids on Lashio ond Uyithyins, the Chine bombers 
returned to Hengyang and lv.ellin in China, Leaving the Burnese opera- 
tions durin: Septedber end early Cetober to the tho D-25's stationed 
et Dinjon. The Oinjan borbers continued their work on a slightly 
accelerated scale during this period. They cttempted to neutralize 
the eir fields vnich aight be used as a basis ror attacks on tne ferry 
or on instalintions &t Dinjen, cand interrupted (or interferred with) 
Japanese supply Lines in northern und central gurma as extensively as 
their resources peruitted. Docks and shinging et satha ind Zhao on 
the Irrawaddy iver, the air fields ct “yithyine and Lolwing, '"opaung 
bridge, and various ruilroad yzrds were bosbed while Lighter planes 
ranged over enemy~held territory strafing targets of opportunity. Their 
objectives consisted largely of trues convoys, river barges, rolling 
sbocx, and barracks, Sl 

In the neantiis, tho sain part of the bask force carried out its 


raids over occupied hina, On 2 Septenber, 22 F-40's took off for the 
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Poyeng Lake reson to harass shippinrc on the inland waterways in that 
scetion. At this tine, the enemy was moving out Chinese rice in junks 
and berges, “robbing the breadbesket of China in the yearly rape of 
the rice." Upon reeching the leke, one Tlignt shot up 25 heavy junks 
filled with eneuy troops end supplies. Another flight probzbly des- 
troyed seven rice-leden barges being towed through the Singtse-Hukow 
Channel. Colonel Scott, who led the raid, described the battle of the 
barges in the following way:5* 

i think they Ene: theg wero going te have lots of trouble. 

They hed to stay in line, nose+to-stern, for they were going 

throuch the narrow strait. e circled warily for a minute, 

iocoking the szy over ior eneuy firchters, then spiralled 

down. As soon as we cot close enouch to tho Jap ships to 

see distinctly, we noticed that the seamen were jumping over 

the side in co the water. Only 2. few seamed to have remained 

to fire the ontimairecraft puns, and Schiel cand Holloway 

silenced most of those with their initiel pass, I saw two 

of the boats turn sharply off course and try to run aground, 

e. we'd rake the steel decks from ston to stern and then 

swing low to the veter ond come beck with quartering shots 

from the bean, «o vere so low we were actually shooting up 

at the deck of the boats. 
Hailroad stations sni Vurehouses at Yangsul ware strared and burned. 
Near ths vuchang Peninsula, tae flyers sank a launch, damaced Tour 
gunks, and wrecked a locomotive with 12 freight cars leaded with trucks, 
artillery, and horses. At the Nanchenp airdrome, the headquerters 
building and the lending strins were caucht in the fighter plane sights 

$ 

ani suffered accordingly. 3 

On 3 Sevtember, shortly past noon, the bomber erm began the new 
month's ectivity by sending one mediun bomber piloted by Major Basye 
on en raed reconaissance end leaflet raid over Hanoi, west of Haiphong. 
This ves the first tine that city had been visited by the Americens. 
xotuithstondingz ishter opposition fron nine i-45' s uhieh kept up. the 
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pursuit for 30 ciles, the boziber dumped both bombs and pamphicts. n 
report frou the Chincse Fifth Houta nir Force IntellLicence later 
asserted that lorpe quantities of munitions and supplies as well as 
sowercl buildiazs cnd seven, possibly nine, light bombers were destroyed 
by the lone raider. ©A 
With the exception of on uncseorted and unsuccessful attacz on 
Lunglin:, nour the Burme border on 19 Septenber, 2? rest, maintenance, 
unfavoreble woather, ond inefficient Chinese seteorolozical reporting 
crounded. the boubers until 25 Septenber. On that dey the wealaer cleared 
sufficiently for the ships to take advantage of the information gathered 


by Major Besye the first of the month.©° 


Loperently the esrly flight 
had put the enemy fighters on guard, for the four American bombers end 
l0 P-A0's vore nob by lO enouy fighters., Nevertheless six bombs hit 
the runway of the Gislum airdrome at Hanoi. Lore might have struck if 
the r«cks on one of the airplenes had not jaamed. This malfunction so 
deflected the missiles that theyovershot the marc. Colonel Scott, whose 
flyers were on aerial guard duty, sept four planes at 1,000 feet above 
the B-25's, 2 liko number 2,C00 feeb above, and two others still hizher. 
ALL of them <cneuvered in the sun. according to the flight leader, 
this orrencenent so baffled the Japanese ttin-engine fighters thet 

they were helpless when the Lmcrican P-40's started their power dive. 
At least nine ena plenes icll in the ensuing sleughter.97 a captured 
French pilot who had witnessed the Hanoi rsid told how the Japanese 
surrounded their follen plenes and "hastily painted out the rising-.un 
insisnia oi dupen and replaced it with the white star of the American 


Lir Force.! To impress the people, these tropnies were thetr paraded 
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throurh the countryside as an indication of Japanese invincibility. © 

Throughout the remainder of September and into the first few 
weeks of October, heavy eneny movencnts were observed along the Burna 
koad fron Lashio to Lingling. <4vidently the Japanese were getting 
ready to renew their attempt to cross the Salween River.°? The Lya 
hed frustrated their first effort in Hay 1942. To disrupt this flow 
of nen and supplies, the China tomber unit flew 11 missions in north- 
east Burza in support of the Chinese who were attempting to contain the 
enemy on the west bank of the Salween. hmong the targets were the sub- 
depots of Lushio, located ct Tengehung, l‘angshih, uenling, Chefons, and 
Lichiapo. 7” On several occasions the fires end explosions seemel to 
be Larger than those nornally to be expected froa the bombing of huts, 
thus affording reason for the conjecture that stores of some kind, 
probably gasoline or oil had been struck. ‘This series of sorties 
brought to an end a phase in the history of the Tenth Lir Force dis- 
tinguished chiefly by the oper:tions of the China Air Task Force. 
The period was approprint ely terminated with a tribute from the commend- 
ing eneral of the sleventh Chinese Aray in the following words: 

i heve the honour to congratulate you on the occasion of 

your thrilling bombing on the eubarrassed enemies in 

"Tengehung ond Lunpylinz. Not only our troops sre encouraged 

end aentelly fortified, bub your unioue performence is 

eatonatically broadcasted. with heartiest congratulations 

and blessings, I desire to be favored with information re- 

garding your exciting missions frecuently., f4 
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The Japenese atteapt to cross the Salween River coincided with the 
end of the monsoon. Active protection of the western end of the ferry, 
with its terminus at Dinjan, became now an urgent necessity, There was 
also need bo support Chinese resistence along the Salween by disrupting 
Japanese supply lines in central and southern Burma. To commend the 
India Air Task Foree, which was activated at Dinjan on 3 October for 
the purpose of executing this mission, Brig. Gen. Caleb V. Haynes was 
selected. Recognized as one of the foremost experts on heavy bombaró- 
ment at the time of his arrival in the theater the preceding April, he 
had since gained valuable combet experience with a mediun unit in China. 

The new task force included all combat organizations then in India. 
These were the 7th Bombardment Group (H), the $lst Fighter Group, end 
the recently activated 341st Eonbarduent Group w+ Unfortunately, 
all of them were far below normal strength. Of the 9th, 136th, Aged, and 
493d squadrons which comprised the 7th Group, the 9th was in the Middle 
Hast, the 436th at Gaya had lost its striking power through the transfer 
of its better planes to General Brereton's command, while the other two 
squadrons were in the cadre stage. In the 5lst Fighter Group, composed 
of the 1éth, 25th, and 26th squadrons, the loth was with the China Air 
Task Force and the other two were stiil in trcining at Karachi.” ofr 
the 341st Group, ineouding the llth, 22d, 490th, and 49lst squadrons, 
the lith was with General Chennault in China, the 22d was st Larachi 


awaiting the arrival of aircraft, and the remaining two were still only 
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The operational strength of the new task force at the time of activa- 
tion was therefore negligible. Deployment had not yet begun. Within a 
week, however, headquerters of the Slst Fighter Group and the 26th Fighter 
Squadron had been moved to Dinjan. Phe ferry was thus given a measure of 
protection but it was obvious thet only with the return of the 9th Rombard- 
ment Squedron from the Middle East could offensive operations be undertaken. 
During October, contingents of the unit began to arrive, and by 3 November 
the entire squadron was back in India. ‘They brought with them an excellent 
record of accomplishment, and valuable experience, Most important, however, 
was the fect that while they had Left with badly worn, obsolescent B-17's, 
they returned flying newer B-24!s, with which they had been equinped on 
their tour of duty with General Brereton. 4 

On 22 October General Stilwell received a message from General Marshall 
which stated that the Tenth Air Force would be relieved of the responsibili- 
ty of operating the ferry. It read: "In conformity with recently announced 
War Department policy and to provide more efficient operations of the India- 
China transport line the First Ferry Group will be taken over on December 
lst by AAP Alr Transport Gommand. Col. E. H., Alexander is being designated 
Commanding Officer of the India-China Ving, Air Transport Command, with 
selected professional operctor as Assistent, "f Mhe prospect of the re- 
moval of this complicated problem of the Tenth Alr Force did not relieve 
it of the responsibility for defense of the ferry, however, and before 
General Haynes had tine to perfect his organization and deploy his forces 
the long-dreaded attack on Dinjan came. For months Generals Brereton, 
Naiden, end Bisse endeavored in vaih to secure the equipment necessary 


for an adequate air warning system in Assam; consequently, _ on $5 , Qetober 
ry t 
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flights of Japanese bombers were almost over the fields before warning 
was received. ®hree American fighters were already airborne and six 
others managed to take off, but the elenent of surprise made ib im- 
possible to throw up more than a token defense.” 

The attack obviously wes plenned with full information on the several 
air fields. Dinjan, and the newer alr ficlds, Ohabua, Mohanbari, and 
Sookeratine, were hit, but the more importent fields at Dinjan and Chebua 
were the only ones heavily bombed. The bombing and strafing attacks by 
about LOO planes were well timed, and damage was severe, ‘he bombs were 
dropped from 8,000 to 12,000 feet, and the strafing was done from 100 feet, 
Runways and Duildings were destroyed by bombs while transports and fighters 
were destroyed by strafings, A survey revealed that the damage, although 
quite heavy, was not as bad as at first believed. Five transports, 5 P-40's, 
and 2 P.43's were destroyed, and 4 transports and 13 fighters were badly 
damaged. One transport, thought to have been shot down, escaped and landed 
at Kunming. Enemy losses consisted of six fighters, two reconnaissance 
planes, and one bomber destroyed, and several other bombers damaged. 9 

On the following day a nouber of Javanese aircraft, variously esti- 
nated at from 22 to 50, made strafing sweeps over the same area with 
Sookerating bearing the brunt of the attack. Again the interval between 
the alarm and the eppearance of enemy aircraft was only four minutes, and 
the fighters were unable to make interception, In contrast to the first 
attack: the damage was not great. No American aircraft were destroyed, 
and the only serious loss wes the burning of a freight depot containing 
food end medical supplies intended for China. Two enemy planes were shot 


down by ground fire. A third attack on 28 October did little damage and 
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was probably largely for the purpose of reconnaissance, While attacks 
from Myltkyina head been considered likely and the airdrome there had 
been regularly reconnoitered by Americen aircraft, the enomy male maximum 
use of the element of surprise by using belly tanks to increase the range 
of their planes and mounting the flights from the more distant base at 
Leshio,.9 

On the day of the second attack on Assam Generel Bissell revorted 
that the Tenth Air Force was in heavy action with the Japanese and urged 
that the return of the heavy bombers still with Generel Brereton be 


hast ened.” 


Reinforcements were rushed to Assam to revel further attacks. 
On 28 October additional antiaircraft batteries arrived, and three deys 
later the 25th Fighter Squadron was moved from Karachi end assigned to 
the field at Soolkerating, 

Shortly after the initial attack Colonel & M. Karrick of the Inspect- 
or General's Depariment, who was on a tour of inspection of the theater, 
pictured the plight of the ferry as follows: "More than twenty unarmed 
transport planes loaded with troops run from Kunming to Dinjan and re- 
turn during daylight hours over extremely hazardous route. Enemy planes 
are patrolling the route and have attacked Lending flelds within the last 
few days and will intercept transport planes unless security measures are 
taken. Armed escorts should accompany ships or flights should be made at 
nizht."10 General Stilwell, knowing the impossibility of furnishing 
armed escorts and the impracticability of relying on night flying made 
the following comment on Colonel Earrick!s report in a message to the War 
Department: Wndoubtedly we will have losses but I accent full responsi- 
bility for operations in this theater, Ne ere taking. ell 
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possible but cannot stop every time there is danger, I don't know how 
much Karrick has talked but he certainly is not helping morale, I am in- 
structing him to cease further coments on operations, ttt 

Meanwhile, on 21 October the recently arrived B-24!s of the India Air 
Task Force had carried out a mission which marked the first use of heavy 
bombers in China end the first strike by the AAF north of the Yangtse, A 
snall flight of B-24's had been flown to Chentu, northwest of Chungking. 
Taking off during the afternoon they flew over Hopei (Hopeh) province in 
northern China where they attacked the Linsi mine installations of the 
Kailon Mining Administration near Kuyeh, ‘The primary objective was to 
destroy power plants and punmoing stations and thereby allow the mines to 
become flooded. Had the mission been entirely successful a serious blow 
would have been struck against Japanese industry, for in peace time the 
mines produced 14,900 tons of coal a day, Had the mines been flooded as 
planned they would have been out of commission for several months and 
probably for an entire year. Bombs struck in the target area, but the in- 
atallations were not entirely destroyed, 1” 

The B-24 had not been long in proving its value in the theater. The 
presence of this long-range type plene gave the American forces a much 
wider choice of targets and thereby made it increasingly difficult for the 
enemy to predict where Dlows would fall. For several weeks, while hls 
task force was in the process of being built wo, General. Haynes adopted 
defensive tactics with only occasional offensive missions by small fiishts 
of heavy bombers. 


In China, meantime, General Chennanlit's task force continued its 
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effective operations. In October Col. Oooper worked for many hours on 


detailed plans for the bombing of the important Kowloon Dock at Hongkong, 
asplonage had revealed that Japanese task forces freouently put into 
Hongkong on their way to Saigon and to the Solomons. Finally, after the 
Logistics and tactics of the projected raid had been worked out word came 
that the Victoria harbor at Hongkong was packed with Japanese shinping. 
in deepest secret, the fliers took off on 25 October. Flying in clear 
weather at 17,200 feet, 12 B~25!s, seven P-40's blanketed the entire area 
of the Kowloon Peninsula west of King's Highwoy and from a point midway 
of the Typhoon Anchorage to the southern tio of the Kowloon Peninsula, 

In all, 30,000 pounds of demolition bombs and 850 kilograms of fragmenta- 
tion bonds hit the area, The bonbs were hardly away before the P-40's 
engaged an estimated 21 enemy fighters. The leading four planes of the 
22d Group employed the following tactice:+5 Lhe Leader took the fourth 
plane after firing at the lead plane to turn it. Then in succession our 
number two tool thelr number three and our number three took their number 
two and our last man toor their one. It worked and the first four enemy 
planes were shot down.!' The fighters eventually destroyed six and probably 
seven moro enemy planes. Colonel Scott himself led the individual scores 
with two certains and four probables, The only American fighter pilot 
forced down was later returned by the Chinese net. In addition to the 
enemy planes downed by the fighters, the bombers claimed four with three 
more as probables. One B-25 was destroyed and the entire crew either 
killed or taken prisoners of war. This was the first bomber lost in com- 
bat with the enemy since the activation of the task force in July, a 
remarkable record for almost four months of action. By superior tactics 
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and gunnery the Americans had, on this raid, virtually annihilated the 
japanese force, getting 20 out of an estimated 21 enemy planes, with 
Americen losses of only two, a fighter and a bomber,+4 

The pounding of Hongkong continued on the night of the 25th when 
six B-25's without escort took off on the first night bombing mission 
of the China Alr Task Force, The North Point Power Plant had been 
selected as the specific goal of the mission. ‘The 500~pound bombs Com- 
pletely covered the point, easily recognized in tho bright moonlicht, 
The demolition of this plant deprived the Japanese of electricity for 
the shipyards where they repaired vessels damaged in the South Pacific 
fighting. After thls succession of day and night blows, the Kowloon 
Dock area, according to the New York Dimes, presented “an awesome scene 


of destruction a 15 


Within a few hours after the Hongkong raiders touched their wheels 
to the landing strip at Kweilin, three medium bombers were winging their 
way to Canton which had been bypassed the day and night before. The 
objective, a gasoline storage area at the Tin Ho airdrome, wos blacked 
out so thoroughly thet the bombers had to choose an alternate tarzet. 


Once again they bombed the Japanese concession. As they turned away fron 
the target, a bombardier counted 20 fires in an area known to be crowded 
with Japanese storage and dumps, Several explosions "Lighted up the bomber 
formation as though flicked by search Lights", Four enemy night fighters 
engaged the Americens and although one pursued the formation for a hundred 
miles toward Kweilin, none succeeded in damaging any of the bombers. As 

a conseanence of the interception, however, Maj. Herbert Morgan urged that 


immediate steps be taken to vrovide exhaust deampeners. . Without them 
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planes were reedily discernible at night and, therefore, vulnerable 
to attack, tô 

With the Hongkong raid 35 officiel missions had been flown by the 
U. S. bomber unit of the Chine Air Task Force during the period 1 July 
to 26 October 1942. In 34 of the missions, the bombers hed dropped 
18S2 bombs totalling 902,455 pounds, This did not include the forays 
by the two B-25's stationed at Dinjan.1? 

For the first three months of its existence only seven B-25's hed 
been assigned to the Force. Not until 5 October were reinforcements 
received, This had increased the bomber unit to a strength of 12 
B-25!s, 12 sixemen crews, and 40 ground men. Before October, however, 
the average number of plenes on each mission was five bombers and five 
fighters. The P-40's escorted the bombers on 26 missions; six were un- 
escorted. During these raids bombardment gunners alone accounted for 
fivc enemy plenes with an equsl number as probables, General Chennault, 
Colonel Scott, General Heynes and Ltb, Col. Herbert Morgan had achieved 
enviable results with neglible resources, "2 

Dinjan, it will be reca3led, had been attecked on 25, 26, and 28 
October by Jemanese aircraft stationed at Lashio. To prevent a repe- 
tition of the exploit, the China bombers bombed Lashio on 27 and 28 
October. Heavy fog so obscured the field, however, that results could 
not be estimated. Following the bombing on 28 October, the fighters 
left the bombers to return unescorted end flew southwest along the rail 
line from Lashic to Mandelay st which point they split, one section 


heading north for a sweep over Shwebo and she other southwest to 
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In the hone that the Lashio raids had temporarily neutralized the 
air field, the tesk force turned to the other side of China. fo close 
out their October missions, the 24d engaged in the first dive-bombing 
assault in the China Theater to be undertaken by U. 5. fighter~planes. 
the target was again the Kowloon Docks at Hongkong which had been 
attacked so successfully by the mediums on 25 October, The P.-40's, or 

"“peashooters" as they were now known, obtained a direct hit on one big 

merchant ship and near misses on two others, “9 

There was little activity of importence during the first three weeks 
of November. In a flurry of minor raids, the mediums dropped leaflets 
on Eomalin, Namson, Indaw, end Tangon deep in the Burma jungles, end 
bombs on Lungling neer the Burma border, while the fighter group engaged 

44 enemy plancs over Hunan and Kwangsi provinces on 14 Novenber.“- The 

first major mission of the month took place on 23 November, Wine bombers 

and seven Pw40's flew southverd from their advence southern base toward 
the Gulf of Tonkin for another raid on the important port of Haiphong. 

The night preceding the attack, Generel Chennault, insteed of restrict- 

ing his ground crew to the post, as was usual before 2 raid, sent then 

into town with instructions to spread the rumor that planes were at 

Kweilin for the second attack on Hongkong. He counted woon the srape- 

vine to carry the report to the enemy. As he hed foreseen, the Japanese 

doubled their aerial patrol over Victoris Harbor at Fongkong, eecording 
to early reports from Chinese intelligence. Meanwhile, the Americans 

took off for Haiphong, flew down the coast unmolested, and sank a 

Japenese ship of 12,000 to 15,000 tons. Two other ships, one of 6,000 


to 8,000 tons and the other about 15,000 tons were badly riddled. 2 
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Later the same day in one of the most successful undertakings of 
the air war in Chine, six Beg5's and 17 Pe40's struck the Tin Ho Airdrome 
at Canton, Leveling hangars, demaging an officer's barracks, igniting an 

oll storage tank, and destroying 42 planes on the ground, The raiders 
then flew south to wine out a section of air installations on Sanciu 
Tslend south of Üsnton.^9 Two deys Later, 25 November, they returned to 
the seme area, bombing shipping on the Fearl River. Precision hits were 
scored on two 6,000 to 8,000-ton freighters, A straddle salvo crippled 
a third ship, °4 

During this period the Chinese were trying desperately to repel an 
attempted enemy crossing of the Sintsiang River near Yochow. To ald the 
Chinese, a series of ralds were carried out on Hankow, Yochow, and 
Sienning. Bail lines, waterfront buildings, enemy quarters, rolling 
stock, railroad stations, and supply concentrations were bombed, 25 

On 87 November, General Chennonlt assembled tke ercatest number of 
planes ever used in e single operation in Ghina up to that time. In all 
he employeG 33 planes: 10 bombers, and 23 fighters, Reversing the policy 
he had followed on 23 November prior to the Haiphong raid, General 
Chennault restricted his men to the post. Just as he had expected this 
caused talk in the right places. Colonel Cooper went into Eweilin and 
discreetly passed out the news that the mein attack was ready. "Somehow 
he arrenged for just the right information to begin its round-about 
journey to the Jepanese, ‘The seed had now been sown."“5 With well-cel- 
culated deception, Colonel Scott led his fighters first toward Hankow in 
the north, where the Japanese expected the attack, and then headed south 
toward Hongkong. 27 He described the tactics of the raid as follows: 2S 
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With six fighters weaving in front we "essed" into the sun 

continuously weaving. On the right flank 1,000 feet below 

us I had 8 fighters in two shin section echelon. To the 

Left flank were a like number in same flight echelon dui two 

thousand feet down, Enemy thought we were going to Hankow 

waited too long and we caught then and we accounted for 21 

in 12 minutes, The bombers got two. 

In four days, the China Air Tase Force had destroyed over 60 enemy 
planes on the ground and in the air. While the Japamese planes were 
felling in this raid at the rate of two a minute, the medium bombers 
stormed shipping and harbor installations and sanz two medium size 
freighters and ebout 100 barges. The docks and warehouses burst into 
flame as the incendiaries hit their mark. General Arnold was so in- 
pressed with the results of these raids that he sent tne following 
message of congratulation to General Chennault 99 

You have my commendation and hearty congratulations for 

the remarkable succession of ably planned ond brilliantly 

executed raids conducted against Japanese shipping, troop 

concentrations and gun emplacements on Nov. 25, 26 and 27. .. 

Your complete success on all missions attempted and the 

impressiveness of your destruction of Japanese shipping 

has brought home to the American people the effectiveness 

of the air arm against surface craft and hos emphasised 

that the Air Forces sre superior to the enemy even ln 

our most remote zone of combat. Congratulations to you 

ond your mean for & job well done. 

A raid on Hon Gay and Oampho Port, on 29 November, closed the 
month's aerial activity, During that period the China bomber unit 
had participated in Zl major missions on Japanese installations, in- 
cluding 10 in Burna and Índo-Ohina. According to General Bissell, the 
American flyers sank five enemy ships of from 2,000 to 12,000 tons dis- 
placement. @hey damaged two 2,000-ton cargo ships and two navel vessels 
severely. At the cost of two American pilots, the fighter group brought 


down 39, possibly 52, enemy planes. Many of these planes were shot down during 
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the three Japanese raids on American air bases during the month. 
While the Chine Air Task Force had been earning the commendation 
of General, Arnold the India Air Task Force had been sufficiently re- 
inforced to broaden the scope of its activity and to begin a serious 
contest for air ascendancy over Burma. Successful attacks were made 
by small flights of heavy bombers at Rangoon on 5 and 9 November. 32 
The arrival of the 25th Flghter Sgusdron from Karachi late in October 
had ensbied General Haynes to use larger flights on strafing sweeps, 
and the development of the F-40 as a bomber had advanced so rapidly 
that with it quite serious demage wes being inflicted woon Limited 
targets, such ss bridges, 55 
On 20 Soveuber Genercl Haynes initiate an air offensive which 
was destined to Last for more than six months, during which heavy 
demage was inflicted woon the enemy in Burma and Theilend. On that dar 
eight B-24's under the commend, of Col. C. F. Kecrason caught 8600-700 
units of rolling stock in the marshalling yards at Mandalay and dropped 
40 tons of bombs in their midst, Damage to the rolling stock and to 
treckaze was extensive end several adjacent buildings were destroyed 


34 


or seriously demaged, warehouses and repair shops included. No air 


opposition was encountered and antinircraft fire was low and Ineffective. 


Two doys later a flight of six B-24's under Maj. Willard 4. Fountain 


made another successful atiack on the same target, 


On 26 November nine B-24!s of the 9th and 436th Squadrons, led by 
Colonel Necrason, took off from Gaye and flew a round trio of 2,760 
miles in a successful surprise attack on an oil refinery and power plant 


at Bangkok, Thailand. The eneny obviously was caught unawares and aft er. 
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the attack all alroraft were able to return to their bases in India, 
The mission was claimed as the longest of the wer to that date, and 
reports from eye witnesses confirmed the supposition that the surprise 
was complete, and that the refinery would be out of commission for a 
year, 90 

One of the major objectives of the American forces after the arrival 
of the long-range bombers was to restrict shipping in the Gulf of 
Martaban. To accomplish this end they began a regular "miik run! to 
Rengoon, attackine docks, warehouses, and shipping. In addition to 
the resularly executed attacks on Rangoon they swept southward to Port 
Blair in the Andanan Islands on g0 November and attacked shipoing there. 
One naval auxiliary vessel was believed to have been sunk by near misses. S 
On 11 December the attack was repeated but no hits or near misses were 
registered in an attack on a Japanese war vessel, “S 

The night after Christmas a second mission was flown to Bangkok 
with 12 B-O4's participating, One flight of 3 planes attacked the rail- 
road station, a second flight of 3 ettacked the dock area, and « third 
flight of 6 aircraft bonbed an arsenal and power plant, The extent of 
the damage was not ascertained but 24 bonbs were believed to have fallen 
within the target areas, 99 

As 1942 ceme to a close the offensive operations of the India Air 
Task Force were growing in intensity, end less enemy opposition was 
being met, Although all bombing missions necessarily were flown without 
fighter escort, losses were slight, Meanwhile the P-40 fighter-bombers 
wore continuing their harassing attacks on targets in northern end 


central Burna, Probably the most significant evidence of the effective- 
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ness of the campaign was that the Japanese failed to follow up their 
successful attacks of late October on installations in Assan, yet by 
standards of other theaters the overations were still quite insignifi- 
cant. From 20 November to S1 December only 198 tons of bombs were 
dropped by the bombers of the entire India Air Task Torce, 

Apparentiy unable to parry the thrusts of the American bombers, 
the Japanese began a counter bombing offensive late in December, 
Calcutta and vicinity were bombed on 20, 22, and 23 December, and 
Ohittagong was attacked on 24 December. Docks, shipping, and air fields 
were major targets, Attacks on the airdromes at Dum Dum, Alipore, Fenny, 
ond Yunnanyi possibly were indicative that the Japanese believed the 
American bombing missions were being flown from those fields. b In an 
effort to forestall these counter strokes the China Air Task Force con- 
centrated simost entirely on Japanese airfields and supply dumps in 
Burma during the last two weeks of December, Lashio was bombed six 
times, most heavily on 17, 20, 22, and 26 December. With the exception 
of the mission of 17 December all operations were quite successful. 
The fighters joined in the efforts of the bombers with sweeps on Doig- 
Sachs, Wanling, Tengyueh, Mengmao, and in the last raid of the year on 
Magwe, 28 December. ^? 

On 298 December General Chennault had been presented the Distin- 
guished Service Medel for excentionally meritorious service in a posi- 
tion of great responsibility as commander of the China Air Task Force. 
The recommendation read: *? 

General Chennault has demonstrated keen knowledge of Japa- 


nese air tactics and techniques and though greatly out- 
numbercd in planen ond cusentisl needs hae succeeded in 
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protecting larze portions of unoccupied China from hostile 


air abtack end caused severe losses to the enemy, His under- 
standing of the problems of the China theater has resulted 


in & high degree of good will between U.5. forces and the 

people of China. 

Althongh Generals Bissell, Cheznauit, and Haynes had not been able to 
accomplish as much as they desired it would seem thet they accomplished 
much more then could reesonably have been expected from their limited 
resources, 

In December General Bissell was still endeavoring to perfect the 
organization of his air force. He protested to the War Department thet 
no z/o for the Headouerters ond Headausrbers Squadron, Tenth Air Force, 
or Heedquarters end Headquarters Squadron of the Air Service Çomrand 
hed ever received approval. He used in his request for approval an 
argument similar to thet so recently used by General Arnold in his 
Letter concerning unsatisfactory conditions in the theater-—that pro- 
motions were being held up and morale was being adversely affected, ** 
He urged that prompt action be taken so that seniority of capable 
officers of demonstrated ability would be protected and added that some 
of the better officers were being done serious injustice. General Stilwell 
folly concurred and urged immediate action.45 The 2/0 for Headouarters 
end Readquerters Squadron, Tenth Air Force was immedLately approved by 


cable, but no action was teken on Headquarters and Headquerters Squadron, 


Air Service Commend., 6 


One of the pemliarities of organization which Generel Bissell 
wished to eliminate concerned the 16th Fishter Squeüron. This equeüron 
vas £& part or the Slst Fighter Group which was based in India, but had 


been attached for administration and duty to the 26d Fighter Group 
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of the Chine Air Task Force, ‘The squadron had been stationed at Eurming 
for six months and scemed likely to remain there indefinitely. Both the 
S5lst Fighter Grown end the 234 Fighter Group were composed of three com- 
bat squadrons, and a direct reassignment of the sauedron from one group 
to the other would result in giving the 284 Group four squadrons while 
leeving only two for the Slst. General Bissell proposed, however, that 
the L6th Squadron be reassigned and that two additional sausdrons be 
activated in the theater and sssigned to the Slet Group. *? A reserve 
was being built up in India at the time and General Bissell asserted 
thet he could activete and implement the two squadrons without receiving 
additional personnel or aircraft from the United States, The activations 
wore disapproved by the War Department, however, on the ground that it 
was necessary to have a substantial reserve to take care of the heavier 
losses which were certain to result as sir action increased. Ultimately 
filler personnel and replacement aircraft in excess of current ellocs- 
tions would be called for, and bottoms were too badly needed elsewhere 
to allow an increase in shipping space for India, The transfer of the 
l6th Fighter Sousdron was not approved since without the activation of 
the two new fighter squadrons the maintenance and supply system, based 
upon two groups of three squadrons each, would be upset, *8 General 
Bissell meintained thet the reassignment would simplify rather then com- 
plicste the supply system, but no action was taken, 

By December the strength of the Tenth Air Force, while stiil some- 
what short of the 252 planes projected for October in the Arnolc-Portal 
Agreement, had grown in menpower to 1169 officers, 39 warrant officers, 


and 9,108 enlisted nen, 4? As eiditioneal airdromes were completed the 
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nen were rapidly deployed and recuests for personnel continued, Among 
the mest urgent requests was for ground troops to be used to guard 
American installations, Since the initial administrative conference 
in Mexeh it was understood thet the British would furnish such guards, 
and they had assigned many Ghurkas to the task, But as the number of 
American installetions increased they gave notice that they would not 


50 


be able to provide enough troops to cever all air fields. Requests 


already made for ground troops were renewed by Generals Stilwell and 
Bissell. Generel Marshall suggested that the British be asked to re- 
consider their decision, since shipment of men to the theater for guard 
purposes would result in the displacement of higher priority personnel. @= 
The substantial progress made over the preceding six months is 
cleerly indicated by the formal report of Col, 5. M. Karrick of the 
Inspector General's Department, which wes submitted on 25 December 1942 
ana covered a tour of inspection including visits to Karachi, Delhi, Agra, 
Lilishebhá, Ramgarh, Gaya, Caleutta, Dinjen, and Kunming. By contrast 
with a similar report of the past summer, stagnation of promotion, Low 
norele, and unsatisfactory food and quarters received no mention. The 
nost serious feults noted were in the method of keeping lend-lcsse 
records and the inadequacy of the defense provided for the locks at 
Calcutta, neither of them in the province of the Tenth Air Force. Par- 
ticular approval was expressed for the successful execution of the 
policy of living off the land. In spite of the fact that the bulk of 
lethal suyvlies was received from the United States more than 50 ver 
cent of the total supplies for American forces had been obtained in the 
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By the end of the year the combat units of the Tenth Air Force 
were deployed. in ezstern India and Chine. Eeadeuarters of the India 
Air Desk Force was at Barrackpore, near Calcutta, while its bombers 
were based in the sene general region, and ite fighters in Assam. The 
headquarters of the China Air Task Force was at Kunming, and although 
operations made use of severel other airdromes, all unite claimed 
Kunming as their hone field. Combat sauedrons were abt thet time sta- 
tioned as follows: at Gaya, the 436th and 4924 Bombardment Squadrons 
(H); at Pandaveswer, the 9th and 493d Bombardment Somadrons, (E); at 
Chakuwlis, the 224 and 491st Bombardment Souedrons, (M); at Ondal, the 
490th Bombardment Scuedron, (M); at Dinjen, the 26th Fighter Squadron; 
at Sookerating, the 25th Fighter Sonadron: at Kunming, the llth Bombard- 
ment Squadron, (M), and the 16th, 74th, 75th, and 76th Tighter Souadrons, 99 

Welding the Tenth Air Force into en organization with reel offensive 
potentialities wes seriously hempered by the increasing prevalence of the 
practice wherein posts and stations in intermediate theaters hebituelly 
helted air cergoes consigne to the Far Hast, appropriating whatever was 
needed, Since the freight consisted of critical supplies with priorities 
high enough to merit sir transportation, these petty pilferings resulted 
in acute shortages in units actively engeged in combat. During the summer 
the forces in the Middle Zast were given euthority +o withhold materiel 
originally intended for the China-Eurma-India Theater, but General Bissell 
nade a determined effort to halt the practice. One of the worst features 
was that in mony instances when cargoes were tampered with no notification 
was given either to consisnor or consignee. Repeated reouests for materials 
were met with replies that shipment hed elready been made. 1t therefore E 
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became impossible to keep accurate records of movements of cargoes, 
In some instences pecking was removed and not properly replaced, 
causing demage in reshipment. Frotests did little more at this time 
than to direct attention to the irregulerities and the possibility 
of serious consequences, but corrective action was later taken, 95 

The end of 1942 did mot find all the problems solved nor the 
Tenth Air Force prepereü for extensive operations. The accomplish- 
nents of the Americans in the theater, however, ware by no means 
negligible, The Army Service Forces had worked out a satisfactory 
system for the dispersion of supplies throughout the theater, The 
Karachi Air Bese wae well established as a center for the reception, 
Classification, and training of men who arrived in India, ‘The Air 
Service Command had established denotes cnd bases across India and in 
Chine, and was gradually inereasing the efficiency of its supply and 
maintenance of combat units, The air task forces in China and India 
had been able to protect the vitel air transport line and at the seme 
tine take offensive action against enemy targets in Burma, China, 
Thailand, and Indo-China, In the realm of the intangible, too, the 
accomplishments were considerable. Relations between the Americans 
and the netives of India and Chine had been established on & friendly 
basis. The mutual distrust that existed between the Chinese and the 
British was slowly being minimized by the diplomacy of American 
militery leeders,  Conuend relations had been crystallised. Despite 
the comparatively modest scale on which the accomplishnents of 1942 
rust be nensured, the promise of future exploits already suggested the 


importance of the foundations Laid during this difficult period. 
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AAG Air Adjutant General 

ABDACOM Anerican-British-Dutch-Australian Command 
AC/AS Àssistant Chief of Air Staff 

AC/S Assistant Chief of Steff 

ÀF Air Force 

AFAFO Flight Control Command 

AFDMR Director of Military Requirements 

AFPEP Military Personnel Division 

AFRAD Air Defense 

AFRES Base Services 

AFROM War Organization and Movement 

AGO Adjutant General's Office 

AGWAR Adjutant General, War Department 

AMMDEL American Military Mission in Delhi or General 


Stilwell's Hq., Rear Echelon 

AMMISCA American Military Mission in China or General 
Stilwell's Hq., Advanced Echelon 

AMOBSIN American Military Observer in India 


Aquila Headquarters, Tenth Air Force 

AS/N Assistant Secretary of War 

ATC Air Transport Command 

Á-2 Air Intelligence 

AVG American Volunteer Group 

¢/AC Chief of Air Corps 

CAMCO Central Aircraft Manufacturing Corporation 

C/AS Chief of Air Staff 

CATE China Air Task Force 

GBI China-Burma-India 

CNAC China National Airways Company 

c/s Chief of Staff 

demo. demolition 

frags fragmentation bombs 

G-2 Ármy Intelligence 

ICD Inspector General!s Department 

incend. incendiary 

kgs. kilograms 

MILID Military Intelligence Division 

OCER Operations, Commitments, and Requirements 

ONT Office of Naval Intelligence 

Ord. Ordnance 

OTU Operational Training Unit 

S/W Secretary of War 

T/BA Table of Basic Allowances 

T/o Table of Organization 

WD War Department 

WDGS War Department General Staff 

WPD War Plans Division 
prt Tym Nm pA 
a sus he D. o MGR wa RAHA 
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History Headquarters Tenth Air Force (1942); memo for 0/3 by SAF 
H3., 20 Feb. 1942, uP-IV-D-A India, in AQ/AS, Plens; C:-0U2-29 
(25 Feb. 42), LOUD to Brereton, jLF 2/442, 25 Feb. 42. 


Ibid. 


COUP (Unnumbzrcd) (1 Har. 42), LOJAE to Brereton, dar 3/7; 
l Ear. A2. 


for formation and inplementation of the policy of wir aid to China 
see! lbr., 0/3 to Brir. Gen. Henry 3. Ulaggett, 50, Philippine 
Dept., 29 Mor. 1941, in LAC 000309, Indla-Ghina; ltr., Maje Ps us 
Timberlake, recorder, Joint Jircraft Coumittee, to Maj. Gen. J. H. 
Burns, U. 5. iray, 19 apr. 1941, in AiG A450, India-Ohina; memo for 
Chief of Aik by Yaj. P. e Timberlake, 18 July 1941, in AAG 450, 
Indis-Chinas Ltr., KR. L. JLliott, Asst, Comptroller Gen. of the 
United States to 3/u, 13 July 1941, in &4G O00-800, India~China; 
ltr., Lauchlin Currie to Robert 4. Lovett, AS/i, 15 Aug. 1941, in 
&4aG 002-500, India-Chinas memo for The Chief of Staff by Gen. John 
lEpruder, 138 fuz. 1941, in LAG 000-300, Indie=-Ghina; Lir., Laj- 
Gen. Hl, H. aynold, Chief of AAP, to British Air Couiission, 
washington, D.C., 19 hug. 1941, in AG CO2%es00, India-China; memo 
for 6/8 by Brig. Gen. L.e T. Gerow, Acting 0/5, PD, 26 Aug. 1941, 
in AiG 000-200, Indis~-China; memo for 1C/a, wri, by Brig. Gen. 
Curl Spustz, l6 Sep. 1941, in ALG 000-S00, India-China; notes on 
Conference Reference Grrenigation of China Aid ideguests, sgd. by 
Ij. Carl DO. Silverthorne, 16 Sep. 1941, in AAG 000-300, India- 
Chine; ltr., Robert £. Lovett, laf for Lir, to Capt. kichard 
Aldworth, c/o Ur. Lauchlin Currie, The .ihite House, 17 Oct. 1941, 
in 440 COO-:00, Indio-Ohina; ltr., Robert s. Lovett, LZ2/. for Air, 
to Ur. Lauchlin Currie, The White House, 17 Oct. 1951, in L4C OO2-200. 
India-Ohinas radiogron, Larruder, Chunpgring, to 3/« cni O/3, 8 lov. 
1941, in L&G OO0-300, Indic-Chinc; vediogre3, Col. Cleire L. 
Chennault to (2), 12 Mov. 1941, in AsG 000-300, India-China; ltr., 
Cant. Aicherd Aldvorth te Br. Currie, 19 Nov. 1941, in AAG 000-300, 
indis-2Jhina; A4? Study Pertaining to Frovosed Zeinforcement of Ghina 
with LL; Units for the Purpose of Assisting the Chinese to esist 
the Fossiblo Jipanese Attack Lainst anaing, 20 Nov. 1941, in Aa 
COSCO, Indic-Oninas ceso for Gen. Gpaate, uisisned, 21 Vor. 194l, 
in 1.06 000-300, Indin-Ghina; radiopraa, Col. Ghenaault to nr. 
Currie, 2l Nov. 1941, in 4.0 0008800, India-vUhin.; reno for ir. 
Luuchlin Currie by Gocer Cox, Lend-Lease idainistration, 25 tov. 
1941, in 438 OD0-200, India-Ohin-; rewo for 0/5 by Gen. Grustz, 
5/43, 3 Dec. 19h41, in AAG 000-200, India-China. 


Olcire L. Qbennoult, '"Lole of Jolcouoivo Pursuit," in Soest arbilior: 
Journal, Purt I (lov.-Deo. 1933), Jl Pert II (Jàn.-Feb. 1935), 
j—Ll; rnrt LII (Car.-npr. 1934), 1-722. y pU S Pc f | 
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Ó. Meno for 0/3 by Gen, Socutz, C//.5, lo ep, 194, in haa 000—200, 
indie—China, 


7. Unvecorded interview of euthor with uaj. Gen. Clayton L. Bissell, 
Ly May l3hh. 


8. Lbr., sobert 4. Lovett, L3/: for sir, to Lauchlin Currie, 17 Cot, 
1941, in iu COO-200, Indis-Cninc-. 


9. Ltr., Copt. dichard ildworth to Laucidin Currie, 18 Nov. 1941, in 
Laü COO-200, Indic-China, 


10. wilidua Powley and his brother, ddverd, internztionel aviation en- 
treprenours, operated en csse.bly plant et Loiwins, on the Surma- 
China border, wiere voerly Curtiss-irircht nodels ware sanufactured. 
after the plant was captured by the Japanese, Fawley went to 
Donvelore ubere he was associcted “ith the Hindusten plent. Lir., 
Gan. Srereten to Gen. Oliver schols, 31 ear. 1942, in ai 400, 
India-Shina. 


li, Mem for C/5 by laj. Gen, H. JL ürnold, O/4&0, 29 Mer. 1941, in haQ 
000-200, Indie-Shina. 


12. Homo for 140 oy Srip. Gea. L. Y. Corowv, L5st. Chief of Staff, 2 
Fob. 1942, in I-C, issisnmmt, Off. Services Jiv., A0/L2, Plans. 
also see Appendix 


13. lamo by Col. H. L. Ceorge, LO/LI, 4-430, 23 Fob. 19h42, in jP-IV-2-h 
india, Off. 3ervices Div., 40/55, Ilans. 


14. Ci: (Unnuzbeored) (13 feb. 42), GE Java to LG, spgd. Brett, raBJA 
AAg a, l3 Pob. L2; C-LW (Vanuwdoerod) (10 Feb. A42), Drott to LOAi, 
in 211.22, Cobles fron Jova, in Lr files. 


15. QO--Li (Unnurioored) (6 Ver. 42), Broreton to Arrold, L-2 oumary 
Pile, 467, in .-2 Library. 


16. C.-CUT (Unnuibered) (23 Feb. 42), .rnold to 2reroton, „iad 2/521, 
2a Feb, he. 


17. QC. -L:i (Unnudo.rod) (2 "cr. h2), Brereton to rnold, ,/015.G 516, 
2 Lan. A3. 
18. euo for AC/3, “2d, by AS0 2, l8 Mur. 1942, in SiG 331, India-Chins. 
19. Meno for Lha by Col. Hl. L. Georpe, &0/A2, A-«FO, 22 Feb. 1952, in 
ur-IU-D-h India, Off. Services Div., 40/25, Plans; ain, faj. Gen, MF. 


Haguon, O/43, to Col. Jnurscker, 17 Mar. 1942, in ALO 459, India- 
Gaira. 


20, History of 51st Service Oürouo (1941-1942);. History. of Headquarters 
fenth air Force (1942). seh 
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Ibid.; History of 51st Service Group (1941-1942); History of 5lst 
Fighter Group; History of 76h Borberduent Group; History of 436th 
Bombardment Squadron (1942). 


QG.-IN (Unausbered) (28 lar. 42), Brereton to AGAR, 7112, 26 Jar. 
h2; G TW (Unnusbered) (19 lar. 42), Brereton to arnold, +39, 17 
Mar. 42. 


See note 2i. 


C'-IXd (Unnunbered) (18 Hor. £2), Brereton to Arnold, 89, 17 Mer, 
42; History of Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron Tenth Air 
Force. 


CE 2587 (8 July 42), keiden to Giit, .2614, 7 July 42. This 
condition was not remedied for units which arrived in later convoys. 
Xanipmegt for the 234 Pursuit Squadron which went into action in 
Caina on 1 July was aot to leave the United States until aucust, 
and even then motor transport was not to be included. 0.'~CUT~3146 
(11 July 42), “ershall to Aquila, 762, 11 duly 42; History of 
Headouarters Tenth Air Foree (1942). 


CIN (Unnumbered) (28 Mer. 42), Brereton to AG Aa, 112, 26 Var. h2. 
GO jl, Eg. lOth AP, 5 lor. 1942. 


QJ-IX (Ennuubered) (6 Har. 42), Brereton to srnold, A-2 Summary 
File, 487. 


O&OUT (Unnumbered) (3 Lar, 42), AGO to heceler, 4-2 Summary File, 
508. 


Hecord of meeting held 22 Ear. 1942, Subject: Supplies and Services 
to be rendered to UJ. forces in India, forwarded as shipment #16 
from 9th L2, "Papers relating to U34A? in India, 1942." 


The mission was composed of Henry F. Grady, H. &. Beyster, Dirk 
Dekker, 4. d, Herrington cnd Frank &. wearing. They arrived at New 
Delhi on l7 &pril and departed from karachi 22 Lay. À& survey of 
India's industriel Produetlon for zar Purposes, ieporb or ihe 
Lmerican Teshnicsl Mission to India /Grady Heport/, submitted to 
the government of India and to the goverment of the United States, 
nurmust 1942. 


Tue iollowing are distances over routes most commonly usedt 


New York to Bozbay via Cape of Good Hope 11,341 neutical miles 
New York to Kerachi " 4 TON n 13,398 H " 
New York to Caleutta "  " 9" " it 12,299 " " 
San frtneicoo to Calcutta vio south australia 13,005 " " 
5n Francisco to Bombay at " n 13, 568 " M 
Son Francisco to Karachi " " n 14,028 " H 


(1,000 nautical miles is the cpproximate quivalent of 1,151 statute, .. 
miles. ) For bl kab 
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wer Department Survey of India /usr Jepartuasnt survey/, 15 July 
1943, prepared under direction of C/S by Lal. Intell, Service, 
w»23, 169. 


The first convoy to go directly from the United obabes to India 
required exactly 60 days. 


The cap.city of the port ab Karachi wes rapidly increased by the 
transfer of port equipment from Iran. Storage facilities were not 
adequate but reinfall was so light thet during a large part of the 
yeer a satisfactory outdoor storaze system could be used. Maximum 
dispersion was essential in the case of high explosives and eviation 
gasoline, ond sufficient spuce was rapidly acquired from the British. 
Underground storage of aviation zesoline was cL first conterplated, 
but the exigency of the situation brought sbout the construction 

of bolted tanks above pround, Ls the tactical situation in the 
Indian Oceen irproved the idea of underground storage was abandoned. 
CIN-5206 (16 June 42), “iheeler to Somervell, 51965, 16 June A2; 
G'-OUT-245 (26 hpr. 42), AZSFC to Aguila, i447 FO 860, 26 Apr. 42s 
Me T-6937 (20 duly 42), Osman to ELIO, .220, 20 July 42. 


Grady Report, 13. 


There ure upproximately 21,000 miles of broad sauge tracks, 16,000 
siles of meter paure, und 4,000 or the two narrower gauges. None 
of these is equivalent to American standard reuge. Ibid., 8; war 
Devurtment Syurues, 63. 


The only permanent bridge across the enges east of Benares is the 
Hardinge Bridge, just west of Putna. Strategie Survey of ilorbh- 
eastern India, Research and jnelysis Branch, O55, 19 dan. 1943. 
"Ihe chief problea in pettins goods crom Eombay, Karachi, and 
Ouleutta to sAssa.e—for shigamt to Sim.a and China-—is the diffieult 
otreteh from the Ganges itiver to the Brahsaputra uiver which is 
intersected by nucerous rivers and strears, Because bridges sre 
rare, every route suprested across this stretch involves at least 
half a dozen ferry crossings, end use of one or more Phir weather 
roids, which my be flooded or otherwise unuseble in the rainy 
sesson (June to October)." xosd Transport from western India to 
C and Aesan, British tapire Z3ection deport Ho, 3, 9 Lar. 
942. 


Vere than 220 locomotives end opproxinstely 1,100 cars of verious 
types had been sent to Lhe -Yddle 225b; Grady wesort, 9-10. 

Tt was estimated thet with cozstarise shipping halted 1,620 benk 
cers Jould be needed tor the Ocleutts orca clone, and there were 
only 1,50) tans cars in all Indic. a pipeline fro i fombey to 
Ccleuttas or Ll1lshcbad seczsd to bs blo only solution. Tbid., 8, 
11-16. : - MEE 
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LU the bise bhe United Stetes entered the war the average speed of 
Pelhate trains ues ll miles per hour, exclusive of stops. Lar 
Doceriuomt .urvey, 125. On the less crowded broad zzuge linə fron 
agra to Jonpulere os late cs 1943 it required three deys to [o 
aporoxinately 1,000 wiles. Interview with Maj, lervin Lorton, 

16 Lov. 1943, 


Grady stcsorh, 910. 


Rhere were many .illes of hurd-surficed roads bab extrac hesb 
followed by ineessont ruins cunsed the surfaces to disinte rete 
rapidly, or3 constonb raigtononce would be necessary to keap thea 
usible. fhe Crude depoya osbinabod bieb thoro voro 93,000 ziles 
of clieuzathcr reads bub the wean DenzrbLoent 3uryez neczrly © your 
ober stabt.d thet there were only 60,000 ziles. Ibid., lA; «er 
Jepertront uuevev, 63. 





Intelli ence Txbricts, Neadiuarters U. 3. Air Forces in Indie and 
ninu, lOth ad, fadie, 57. 


There wore less than 20,060 trecks in India and the Grudy Comission 
ectinsted ihat a ninimra of 10,003 vehicles vould keve to be in- 
porbsd.  Orcdy ieport, lA. 


ine UrLdr orb steted thet the "rivers ure not so loauted as to 
relieve ths rollet.ys of wach of their present burden." Grady 


dport, 5. 


Vinutes of en acainistrative Planning Conference held at sir Ag. 
(Qclni), 15 Lor. 1942, forwarded as !Pooers relating to the Ukus 
in indin, 1Ç42," shipacat „L5 Iron 9th LE. 


Tbid.; az.o for O/A2 by Lt. Col. H. «. lolversoa, 20 Jon. 1942, in 
aha 0630, Indi -Onins. 


Ciel Cinnuusered) (2 Vor. 42), Brercton te .rnold, .52' 3278 516, 2 5m. 

223 OOD (Unnuubored) (5 wr. 52), Arnold to Grereton, ~iF 3/39, 
Ap. L2; meno for Onxof, a0, GDGo by Cen. Arnold, 2h Lor. 1942, 

in jG 210.680, l'iAitzry Detail, 


Intervir th Laj. Mervin Lorton, 16 Xov. 193. 


Ltr., Gen. Brereton to Goa. Lrnold, 6 Mar, 1942, in 440 210.68, 
Vilitcory Detail. General '"Liden, in July, svole of communications 
zs baing "Loost totally lecking.”? C —L5;-2569 (2 July 42), Haiden 
to PAHDAPN «nuila 2202, " duly Ae. 


Minates of Thir3  eetinz of i.dainistretive Flanning Comittee held 
ab air Iy. (Delhi) 30 tar, 1942, forwerded as Wepers releting to 
DOLOS in inóÀh., 1942," suiprent 15 from ^n APQ. 07 7 
4 
wie cla 2— 
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ine followinr sbatistics based on past 10 yeers show temperature, 
hucidit;, end rainfall for the :onseon uonths in northeast and 
northwest Indie: ¢ —L.-3097 (12 Nay H2), Osuua to ILID, 130, 

9 vay 42. 


HOaPi 2T IDDIA MCAT OST dupla 
IQXZIL TIY. HUCIOITEX GnILGALL —LO.LAGLb DP. HUCGGQDITY PAIUPALL 
BR. iin. Ld Me min. 


May 92.1 75.0 el 7.25 103.1 76.3 45 Q.29 
dune 90.8 77.3 &5 12.91. 104.8 81.8 52 1.60 
July 83.7% 77.5 88 14.35 99.5 80.8 68 4.10 
Aur. a 77.6 Sg lh.A9 95.6 Tak 73 3.77 
Oep. 23.6 16.7 aa 10.46 95.2 Theat 66 1.50 


These are urra es for extensive uress, In issam the reinfell per 
yeer is men nigher than For northeast Indie as o whole, 


tn the Ledo stoad project waen one was asked cbout prorress during 
the nonsoon the stock reply was, "eli, ve lost only à suarter of 
a rile yesterday." Tillman Durdin in New Yoru Tines, 1O Nov. 1943. 
at one point in assau. the rainfall ior a year was almost 1,000 
inches. war Department Survey, 55. 


Dust in the nerachiea.erea resion often rose to sn altitude of 
15,000 feeb and was described as belns worse than the dust howl 
of the United Stetes. Intervie with G. J, Harper ond 3. 5, 
Veahen, jllison representatives, 16 Jus. 1943; interview with 
Col. G. H. ttueMoir, 15 duly 1943. Gen. Srereton soon recomnended 
thet engine replacements for India be doubled since engines were 
roing pad at tice the vorisi rabe, He Later said that the great- 
est handicao in bocibang Tangon Was excessive coasumption of oil 
resulting from dust. QC -L:1-5789 (22 spr. 42), Brereton to LGR, 
:aoulla A55, 22 Apr. A423 "v 10-2153 (3 lay 42), Brereton to AGAR, 
,2quila 777, 5 Hay A25 CC-IU-A33L (13 dor. 42), Brereton to AGILE, 
»equila 335, ló apr. 42; interview with Col. Homer L. Sanders, 
June 1943. 


Of the operstions at Toungoo Gen, otilvell seid:  "Operztions st 
Tounyoo haapered by beeakdown of transport, deloy in supplies, 
rottcn comiunications, sabotayre by natives and politics in the 
Lruy. These troubles fade into insignificance in comparison to 
the Lethorsy, incompetence, ond disrersard of orders esounting to 
disobedience on the part of uivision end irvy commanders.  Unfor- 
tunctely oy power stops rer short of shooting. a fine chance for 
a blow at the Japs was ruined by craven obstruction by bove mea- 
tioned comnanders. They let me down comoletely by a chicken- 
hsorbted initetion of an ubtback, by prouisinz which to the 3ritish 
I got the latter to aake a penoral &otsek. am afraid I have now 
lost face with the Sritish. .. . Under existing conditions I 
cannot renaain in command ol the fifth ond Sixth raies without 
being stoore for Chinese, uho can bypass me for an;thing they 
want to do and then bleme ne for the result. 1 ép Retaia all my 
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confidence in Chinese soldier who recquires only equinnent and Leader- 
ship to be equal of anyone." C}~Li-0262 (1 apr. 42), Stilwell to 
LC, AIDS. 432, L epr. 42. 

56. For topular ceccunts of the experiences of the American Volunteer 
Grous in Burts sea: Robert B. Kota, uith Generel Ghennault; 
Russell helen, Tae ehlying Tisers; Leland Stowe, They ehell Not 
wLes93 Olra Greenlaw, Tne Lady ind tha Tigers; hobert L. Scott, 
God is iiy Go-Pilot; dacs Belden, Hetreat with Stilwell, 


57. [story of Indiz-Chins Ferry Cocaand (1942). 
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OQ -JN (Unnuubored) (28 liar. 42), Brereton to 46.48, .squils 125, 
29 Mer., 42. 


Intervie4 with Brig. Gen. Clinton u. itussell, Lh Juno 19423 O'S TH 
(Unnusbered) (2 Nar. 42), Srerctog to .rnold, 4X 3230 516, 2 Dar. A42. 


Ibid.; O-0U1-35 (5 5xr. A42), Aienold to Sroreton, .ZF 3/89, 5 Mar. 
hes asao ror Chief, urd, 4DO3 to Gen. arnold, 24 cor. 1942, in AAG 
210.68, "Alicary Deteil. 


Ibid.; llistory of Tenth Air force Service Oounend (1942); 0:-Xu 
(Urmuzbered) (2 Nar, 42), Broreten to Lxnold, SUO 516, 2 Mer. 
h23 0001-35, (5 ir. 42), 4rnoli to Brereton, 41.5 3/89, 5 Mer. 42. 


Ibid, 
Toid. 3; interview with Bray. Gea. tussell, 4 June 1942. 
C'-OUI-57 (Z0 "up. 42), ULio to Brereton, ASS AO 165, 20 tar. 42. 


lt has been found tit there is cn inclinution on the part of men 
in active thssbers to ainimige actul sbroarth, particularly the 
nuciser of oporationel cireraft. "(no abzence of Pormal aircraft 
sbetus reports frou the Chini~Burme—Indin Tnvater during the early 
mombhs of 1943 mekes it aloost impossible to ascertsin tas exact 
nusber of planes aveileble for use vb eny specified date, 


i rooort on the .wvement of ¢3 P-40's deciLeaded on bhe kenter 

end flowm ceross africa in dune 1942 roveals the haste tith which 
such actions were beins tutren cb keb tise .1d sens of the resalt- 
ins confusion. Jone of the pilots were sont on the project because 
they voro not vented in the orzanizsction to wich they were ossi^ned, 
ani there Was co tire for c thorough veediny out. ony had very 
Little flyin; tius on P-AO type alreraft. sone of bhe plenes were 
in poor z20ncnieol condition und the Àray zechinies wero inferior. 
The plones were loaded on the wenrer ot Juonseb cond ths planes flow 
off the deck when off shore new Leerc, adl planes took off ssfoly 
fron the cerrior clthouch orooticcelly nono of tio nilots hzd ever 
taken off fron u cctrrior boforou. On tne TLicht ocroos Lrrico poor 
navig tion caused tio convoys to vot lest cnd resulted in the loss 
of nine ploaos. 3y 19 Juno only 50 of the plines had b2en deliversd 
to iLcrcohi. Sow of the obhor olones ucro lector rop&iprcJ slonp bae 
ay uni roehed Iindin.  Henport on P-nO Llcslon, Special Projeot 157, 
by Lt. Gol. John a. Burr, 19 Juuns 1942, iu History of Heaodauirbers 
Tenth Air Jorce (19542). 


10. GCi-L4-2400 (3 vune A42), Brercton to LOR, sguilla 1724, 3 Jane 42. 
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GC -Ti-I.2. 70 (4 tir, 42), 3rereton to LG iut, ,áQuila 64, 4 wer. 
425 OG. Li (Uunuibassd) (20 Ler. 42), Brorcton to Arnold, Aguile 1, 
23 Ver, h23 3 i (Unzunocrod) (23 Ler. 42), Srereton to MC PR 
.oguilc 131, 23 vor. 42, 


he? Guxwery Fille, 27 lur. 1912; CIT (Unnuabered) (25 Ver. 42), 
Brereton Lo ornold, ..qaile l1, 23 “ur. 4&2. 


Meno for O/A3 oy O0. Le Parson, LOG , 23 ape. 1942, in LAG 452.1, 
Indic-cning, 


C Iu (Unnu.aber i3) (4 "ze. 42), Brereton to nius „aguila ék, 
h lar. h2; G'IN (Unmnuwwsred) (29 Lor, h2), derechi to senold, 
í018 +a 29 a py. 52. 


O.-LI-7025 (326 .pr. 52), Brereton to AO 2 -o0uilo 221, 26 Apr. 
h2; 0 Lim 201. (13 ay À2), 3issell to LG L3, ....L30. 693, l8 Lay 
42. Une FS) Vine then considercd superior to the P-lO in evar- 
thing excepb .sneuverablilty. iucport by Lt. Gol. De D. uamer to 
Cx, LonSIL, Any 1942, in LAG 235, Lotnods-'suners Conduetinz 
wor. Geeause of gas bunk Lsokage ond rasultent fires all P£-53's 
received by the Uninese nore rounded until the defect could be 
reavdied. It wes with one of these grounded planes that Col. 
scott atteusted to protect the ferry route in eure, Colonel 
seott said of the P-43: "But their fuel tanks hod developed 
leaks, und when you added to that the fect that the turbo was 
underneath the resr of the fuselase, the createst fire hazard in 
the world was born." Scott, Cod is vy Co-Pilot, 39. 


OIM (Unnwubared) (19 Feb. 42), L3DLOCT to AGI, 4 Si, 19 Feb. 
A23 Gí-Ei (Unaumbered) (15 Mar. 42), Srereton to Simold, sAquile 
33, 13 “Ere A32. 


G:.-X (Unnuzbered) (20 Mur. A2), 3rereton to LG 73, .Acuile 5, 
SL Far., he. 


CIN (Urmumocred) (15 Ier, A42), 3rercton to Lrnold, ;4quile 33, 
13 Ier., h2; CIN (Unnusbered) (26 Mar. 42), Brereton to Lrnoid, 
.Lguila 19, 17 Var, 425 CU-IH (Unnumbered) (l2 "er. 42), Brereton 
to srmnold, j.gquila 24, 16 Mar. 42, 


Q'-—L (Unnuxbsred] (30 Mer. 42), Brercton to AO L4, ,Acuila 5, 
31 Mer, Ag. 


sinilar views hed elresady been expressed by General Brereton and 
Generel Brott from dava and by Goneral Marsruder of the jmerican 
Military itission to Ohin.. it will be noted that these were 

Lessons tausht by General Ghennault to the imerican Volunteer 

Grout during the training period in Surma some months earlier. 

Col. Homer L, danders of the 5lst Fursuit Group had fone to Calcutta 
auring Maroh to study the tactics used by the IVG: Gi~IN (Unnuzbered) 
(39 Lier. 42), Brereton to LO44X, ,aquilo 5, 31 tere 42; interview. 


with Col. Homer L, Sanders (dir doon), June 1942. i HE ‘| 
4 ouod ge ee eee o s 


Oy ^ i 
SEG! ber dillon 
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CN~IN (Unnunbered) (17 Feb. 42), ABDACOM to AGNAR, #37 DX, 17 Feb. 
423 OM-IN (Unnuxbored ) (20 Mar. 42), Brereton to AGWAR, #Aquile 5, 
21 Mar. 42. 


CM-IN (Unnumbered) (19 Feb. 42), ABDACOM to AGAR, #17, 19 Feb. 42; 
GIN (Unnunbered) (15 Mar. 42), Brereton to Arnold, #Aquile 83, 
l . À2. 


OM-IN (Unnunbered) (17 Mar, 42), Brereton to Arnolà, fAquila 88, 
16 Mar. A2. 


Interview with Brig. Gen, Russell, A June 1942; interview with 
Col. Reuben C. Hood, 27 Apr. 1943, 


interview with Gen. Russell, 4 June 1942. 
Ibid. 
A~w2 Summary File, 7 Apr. 1942. 


ibid. The raid was unusual because of the fact that it was per- 
sonally led by a major general. This appears to have been the first 
American air action of the war conducted by a general officer. 


CM-OUT-0947 (6 Apr. 42), Marshall to Brereton, #113, 6 Apr. 42, 
Ibid. 


Before the final decision was made to place the air force in India 
the higher ranking American officers in the Southwest Pacific had agreed 
thet the new theater should be under an American commander and that 
alr activities by the American force should not be under Royal Air 
Force control. When General Brereton arrived in India he was in- 
formed that his mission wes to prepare for operations in China 
under the direction of General Stilwell. When the fall. of Rangoon 
precluded operations in China, he continued operations in India and 
Burma and there was no official change in the mission. When the 
question arose at Delhi, General Brereton suggested that a final 
decision be postponed since he had received no full instructions 
concerning the activities of his air force. CM-IN (Unnumberad) 

(20 Feb. 42), Java to AGWAR, #2, 20 Feb. 42; CM-IN~72 (21 Feb. 42), 
ABDACOM to AGWAR, #492, 21 Feb. 42; CH-QUT (Unnunbered) (26 Feb. 42), 
Arnold to Brereton, #AF 2/473, 26 Feb. 423 minutes of second meeting 
of the Administrative Planning Committee held 22 Mar. 1942 at Air 
Hq. (Delhi); forwarded as "Papers relating to USAAF in India 
(1942)," in shipment #18 from 9th AF; memo for C/S by AAF Ha., 

20 Feb. 1942, in WP-IV-D-4 India, Off. Services Div., AC/AS, Plans; 
itr., Gen, Arnold to Col. Haynes, 21 Feb. 1942, in WP-IV-D-4 india, 
Off. Services Div., AC/AS, Plens; ltr., Gen. Brereton to Gen. 
Arnold, 6 Mar. 1942, in AAG 210.68, Military Detail. 


CH-IN~7661 (29 Apr. 42), Stilwell to AGWAR, #AMUTSCA 610,. 29.Apr. 42. 
i 4 - 


Ve 6. 0. . — an oh 4 ! 
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General Stivell anl others in Ohun:kin; continuw:d io varn the .cr 
Desertnent of the suspicion cnd distrust thet the Chinese felt 
toward bhe British. OU-4540 (17 Apr. 42), Stilwell to LC ZR, 
2 T3G, 62, 16 Lpr. AQ; C'-T-2903 (13 Lor, 42), otilwell to 


aliit, alo us ue BLO, 13 apr. Lie 


G'-0UI-2919 (21 Lor. 42), Versholl to Aquile, ,192, 20 hor. 42. 


Cie E6405 (2h Lpr. 42), Brereton to 100.8, ,doulla 496, 2 


Ibig. 


apr. A2. 


Qu-Lg-57L6 (25 Lpr. 42), Erereton to ÀC.4.X, ;49n3la 541, 25 Lpr. A2. 


OL 760L (29 ir. 42), Still te sCuih, 4.152. 010, 


oo 


ef 


apr. 42. 


C.-1:-0525 (3 Vey 42), Gruber to 4C uu, Ali lZ0& 020. 2 Lay 42. 


C.—I15-2209 (3 1&y 42), Srarvton to Ati, oulls 726, 3 "oy 42. 


C-1i-1225 (5 "ay 42), Sbilwell to 0 48, ,soulle Ia mt, 3 Moy 42. 


G..-O0U2-5022 (2) Lay 42), Uershall to Stilwell, 713, % Loy 22. 


C7027 (25 Wey 42), Stilwell te Vaursholl, 4071735 UA bL, 


25 yh. 


CuI (Unnasoored) (17 Lue. 42), Brereton to Arnold, 4milz 59, 


17 Mer. A2, 


CC-CUI-57 (20 Mor. 42), ULio to Brereton, JA.7 NO 165, 20 Ver. he. 


CT (anuneored) (23 Ler. 42), Brereton te itu, .aqaila 131 
> a a 


23 lor. he. 


Frosident Roosevelt had anoroved the laduction as eerly os 18 Deca 
uw imo 
for LZ/., Johan J. YoOloy, from Brig. Gon. Gordon P, Savillo, Dir. 


ter L9AL contincent upon Une approval ef the Gensralissizo 


of Lir yvaterae, in LLG Aia, Chine, Burm, India. 


eel? (Vanaesred) (4 dan. 42), Macruder to 200.4, oeo ISOA 161, 
2 den. L2; G. -Th+9629 (3 apr. 42), Chungsing to AT uit, Ake, 
Zipr. 42, Toers is azple evidence thet the pronise te reinforce 
thy LUG was not Porrotten althouch reinforeeimmts did not reach 
tho £74 on sehodule. Leu for Gen, rnold by Lt. Gol. i. a. 
Lalveorson, 3 Pob. 1952, in X10 A50, Indis-Chines seco for LO/Z, 
I2 by BSXI 12 Lee. 1942, in Lic CCO-200, Indic-Siiinas mato jor 

LIRIE by SPD, 2003, ZO Lar. 1942, in L4G COO-3200, India-Ohine; nemo 
for cj. Si,ouraey by Lt. Gol. a. d. andy, asst, Gale, jr, 


23 “var. 1942, in 1/9 000-300, India-Chinea, - : . 
Jo | i ! 
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C. -ITn-2209 (8 fey 42), Brereton to LG LL, , Aquila 735, 2 May b2s 
2.-0U1-2927 (10 LLy L2), surshell te laulla, “332, 10 hey A2. 


OQ -0UT-16760 (A Lay 4.2), ‘arshall to Brereton, 4222, 9$ Lsy LZ. 
GC - 15-5592 (2i opr. 42); aroreton to A RUM whey 2j. o pr. A2. 


C. -0UI (Uncusosred) (23 hpr. 42), Mcrsholl to Aquila, ,220, 
23 pr. 42. 


Q-1u-7282A (23 Moy 42), Stilwell to ACUAI, 210A 73, 27 May 42. 
Goneral Brereton was liter told by Conaeol Lcrshell that lelpro 
would be tssirned to the fenth Lir Force, bub save no indiceLion 
as to when tho assignuenb would be medo. C. -0UT-4,614 (19 June 42), 
Marshall to Stilwell oni Srereton, .529A, 19 June A2. 


Mak, Gon. Georgo, STO, to LO/A2, COXt, Ly June 1943, in iG 680.2, 
Visits. 


G-E=-2672 (10 Lor. 42), Broreton to LC L3, .2oulle 229, 9 apr. A2. 


CŒ -00T (Unnuzbared) (10 Lpr. 42), Mersholl to Drercton, ,125, 
LO sor. 52. 


Unrecordzà interview of cubhor with Gen. Bicsell, 19 May 1944. 
QU-—ID-4990 (19 Lpr. 52), Brereton to arnold, 393, 18 Loc. A2. 
(-0UTM195 (21 Lor. A2), .rnold to otiluwell, , LL; PO 631, 19 Apr. 42. 


Lbr., Brip., Gon. C. V. Haynes to Lt. Col. Samel T. lbore, histerian, 
10th LF, 20 Apr. 1943, in History of Indis-Ghina Jerry Commend 
(1942). 


Colonel Gld is nob to be confused with Gen, uobert Olds of the 
Ferry CGormuend. Coloael Haynes had been told by General srnold 
that he would commend . bonberduent group in Indis and was some- 
what discnpointed at his first ussigmiet. Lir., Gan, arnold to 
Col., Heynes, 2l Feb. 1942, in &-l1/4-0-4 indio, Off, Services Div., 
AU0/nb, Flons. 


History of lndia-Onina Ferry Oomwond (1942); C'-138-7009 (26 Apr. 
42), Brereton to LC4ni, ;Agulia 549, 26 Bpr, h2. 


The Terth ir Fores historian sbotos that two planes were lost when 
they failed to locate the field at Dinjan. Generel Feynes says 
thet one made a forced lending in a dry river bed and was flown 
eut by Major Joplin. Colonel Scott describes the place where 
“Major doolin :acde the take-off cs « rice paddy. It would cppear, 
however, that all 10 of the aircraft were used in subsequent 
operations. History of Indis-Cbine “erry Commend (1942); ltr., 
Brig. Gen. Haynes to Gol. Moore, 20 Lpr. 1953, in History of India- 
Chino Ferry Comnand (1942); Scott, God is ky Oo-Pilot, 886 i Tum 
metti 


A. 
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History of Indic-Ohinc Serry Comand (1952). 


GaG snd ALS vere operating plenes oub of Dinjan at the sace time 
but were not included in this figure; ibid. 


Ltr., Gon, Haynes to Col, Moore, 20 Apr. 1943, in History of Indis- 
China Forry Command (1042). 


Told. 
lbid. 
OP-I4e2701 (9 June 43), Brereton to LGB, .4quila 1700, 9 June A3. 


in addition to regular duty, sone of the men served as merds to 
prevent sebotuve of the aircraft. Lir., Gon. Haynes to Col. Moore, 
20 ipr. 1943, in Mistery of India-China Ferry Command (1942); ltr., 
Cant. 4. I. Boyer to Col. sobert F, Tate, 6 lay 1942, in British 
napire 5940, ini-2 Library. 


The civilien airline pilots were accustomed to carrying a load of 
2,500 pounds, Army pilots were flying 6,000 pounds into Dinjan 
and 5,000 pounds into China. 4 compromise of 4,000 pounds was 
sached for the fiicht to China, but Colonel Haynes flew 7,200 
pounds ecstward end a ONC pilot brourht 6,920 pounds from Lunming 
to Dinjen. Colonel Haymes stetes that one plane hauled 75 passen- 
cers oub of Bursa and Colonel Scott cites a case of 74 being hauled 
in one load. Ebr., Cen, Haynes to Lib. Col. Moore, 20 apr. 1943, 
in History of Indie—Chine cerry Cousand (1942); Scott, God is iy 
Co-Pilot, 116. 


Intervied with Albert «. Nelson, Bendix &epresentstive, 2/ June 
1953; C:-IH (Unuucered) (19 Hay 42), Aquila to LG.ik, ,-LL35, 
1S May 42. 


Lir., Gen. Homes to Col. toore, 2 spr. 1943, in History of Indie- 
Chine. Ferry Goumand (1942). 


Ibid.; Scott, God is Uy Co-Pilot, 105; Belden, kebeent with obi lwell, 


Cul T2821 (10 May 42), ATTISOS to ACCME, 73, 10 Vay 42; CM I-3536 
(13 Lay h2), &quila to AGILE, (Unnumbered), 13 Jey h2. 


Of his experience General otilwell said: "To be run out of Durna 
was s humilisting experience nd the inedequacy of my efforts to 
prevent it is keenly felt by me." © "IIe 7262 (26 Mey 42), Stilwell 
to LC, QIUIS50& 62, 25 May h2. 


QU-1N-6659 (21 June 42), Brereton to Arnold, „aguila 2172, 20 June 
A2; Ltr., Qon, Haynes to Col. loore, 20 Apr. 1953, in Pistory of 
Indis-Ohina Ferry Coracnd (1942); Scott, God is liy Go-Pilot.. ; 
“ uk t- 
Ean, ve es a. 
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76. Ltr., Gon. Haynes to Col. Moore, 20 Lor. 1943, in History of India- 
Ching erry Comand (1942). 


7). oua apoondic 

80. Tho ist řorryinsg Grows v.s asol aed to tho Yerth Aly Voree cecorting 
to aG 320.2 (17 aor. L9L2) to Cormondiacs Gouercel, air Service Semmud, 
mlovernith ic Perse ind Lir Corps Tooehnienl Irclnia; Coiíaand. DL 
camel o: ceid then General drerebon received notification of tuis 
assi aah « 

Ol. Historr of Readaucrters, Tenth Air force Service Voaien3 (1942). 

See Abid. 

63. listers of Sot Service samedron (1940-1922) 


Eh. sao for 0/15 by ool. H. A. Oreis, & er. L943, in LLG 221.9-25; 
C -0U1-79 (2 pr. h), arnold to Zrereton, An +0 42, 2arr. Ae. 


£5, history of 2d Lir Degot (1942). 


£6. story of 55th vervice Syuadron (1940-42); "istory of leadjuertors, 
Tath sir Force Qorvice Qoacoad (1942). 


£7. Ltr, Brereton bo Lir UVoershel Sir C. a. C. Polrsc, l Usy 19525 tbr., 
Pi:lrse to Dreroton, 17 Pig 1942, both ia Distorv of Tentai hir force 
Service Conuand (1942). 


23. Copy of Itr., Gea. Brereton to air Margned Poirmsc, 1 May 1952, in 
History of licudaw.ricrs, Touth oir ‘orce Service Command (1942). 


x 


$2. sen sumery riles, 7 lpr. 1942. 


90. Ibid., l3 Lor. 1952; C'-IU-4:33 (17 4px. 42), Srercton to Lrnold, 
(Sulla 356, LT fpr. A23. 


9l. L-2 DUT uw Pile, 2 Puy 19h23. 
02, Ibid., 5 Xcy 19425 C. -1:1-1663 (6 luy 42), Brereton to AC. Aquila 


75h, 6 Ley L2. 


93. 14-2 Guiury Pile, 6 Huy 1952; C.-Lu-1703 (7 l'ay 42), Brereton co 
aoi eis aqua la lA, 7 Ly be. 


9h. A-R 2uxacn; vile, 9 “ay 1952. 
95. UC -I0-56078 (13 duly ha), eiden bO nooiaiy aguis 2134 L, 17 July 42. 
96. L-2 Sumxry File, 12 "uy 1942. » 


+ 


27, ibid., Li Moy 19452. t7 o 9 4 
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9B. Ibid., l7 Kay 1942. 
99. Tuaid., 2]! Loy ^ 1942. 


100. ibid., 22 Lny 19423 C '—L:-8353 (29 "ay 42), L3u318 to AC OL, s1407, 
A9 iy n 


101. 4-2 Summary Pile, 30 Pay 19525 C. de3690 (30 ty h2), Lguila to 
LO ine hs , 3416, 30 MC bre 


102. General Srereton ios probooly exipcerntines then he stated thet all 
th: heavy vonburs wore out of comission for when orders came for 
hia to take then to the !‘iddle wast most of the planes were flown 
out. Tey were certainly not in first-class combct condition, but 
it is extrevely doubtlrul i they could hzvo been uode fiyoole in 
such & short tias, CIN- —2696 t9 June 42), Brereton to Arnold, 
iguila 1755, 9 Juma 423 C. -X4-4475 (là dune 42), Brereton to AG isis 
(aquila 1922, 14 Juno H2; CI--X111-6639 (Zl June 4.2), Brereton to 
»rnold, guila 2172, 20 June A42. 


103. 4-2 Suzncry Vile, l June 1942; 0.-IX-0298 (1 Juae A42), Lounil& to 
AG Ac, .1503, 1 June 42. 


lOh. £-2 2yanery File, 7 Spr. 1942; History of 436th Bombardment Squadron 


105. See note 102, 


106. im intellirence officer reported that despite slowing reports from 
Jew Jeli our heavy bombers “have not slowed eneay operations in 
Suma." 4-2 3urmupy File, 30 lay 1942. Expressions like "a 
namber of bo-bo vcre dropped," “many fires," "burning fiercely,” 
"yisible for 100 miles," “Llerse explosions," "left in fl233s," 
2spgetrel with rezulserity in coanunicgues end news releases. On one 
oconclon tho Hew York Dings stated tat tw fights of R-17's had 
carried out 4 aission. In: reality ecch rlight consisted of one 
B-17. Now York Times, 6, 7, 9, and 19 Lpr. 1942, 5, 6, 9, and 29 
tag 1942, 1 June 1942, 


107. This sane news story sbeted that the sir force in India was grow- 
ing daily and indicated that the Tenth Lir serca was ready to 
undertake three major efforts: to establish on aerial suonly 
route to Ghina; to drive the Japanese out of Durmeas end to launch 
a large scale sir offensive zrainst the Japanese from India. Ibid., 
1 dune 1942. 


1038. Tonthly Sumery of Planes on Hon23, lOth 57, in ssiatic Thezter 
Section, L0/52, Plons. 


109. G D-46955 (26 ipm. 42), Brereton to LIIR, ayile 534, 26 Apr. 423 
G. —He607h (19 June 42), Srerctou to Gaste Aguila 2032, l6 June 42; 
" 1966 (7 June 42), Srerzvton to LG/Ai1, ,Loaeila 1673, 6 June A2. 
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4 AE L “d 
For plena to roinioree th | Ponti HaT “Fores” sees meno for Ax 
by Maj. Gens s 8. Harwon, 9/3, 20 Lpr. 1942, in AnG 550, India- 
Chins; inet, wet dt! Lo msitbSy 20 apr, 1942, in ZG 32149-2235 meno 
for Gen. hala by Brig. Gen. Taos. T. Handy, 40/3, 30 dune 1942, 
in BAG 321.9-24; memo for Gen, ‘rnold by Gen, Handy, 40/3, 1 July 
1942, in AAG 321 92h (also found in {1G 450, India-China). 


C.—r8—7202 (22 June 42), Brereton to AG, ,Aquila 2112, 22 June 42. 


Copy of report on Pko : ission, special Project 157, by Lt. Col. 
John 2o, Barr, 19 Juns 1942, in History oi Hesdguerters Tenth Air 
Force (1942). 


Hi -OUT (Unmmbored) (LL ex. 42), AC;4ü to ^onile, Al, Ml Var. A23 
-LU-23494 (3 June 42), Osxun to UIT1D, 221, 8 June A2. 


053 em 


cos 39/ l, Relation of Morchsnt Shinpins Losses to Frosecution of 
wer, LA lisr, 19412. 


CL~OUT-5700 (23 June 42), Larshall to Brereton, ;612, 23 June 42. 
G-OUT-AGLE (19 June ii Larshell to Brereton, , 534, 19 dune 42; 
C.-OUT-6563 (26 June 42), “rnold to Brereton, 64%, 25 June 42; 

CQ -DUI-2272 (9 July 42), Lrrold to Stilwell, , 02, 8 July 42. 


Cr T8133 (25 June 42), Brereton to larshall, , Lquile 2319, 
25 June A2. 


History of 9th Borbcordment Jauniron (1942). 


C—-1:-053237 (14 Cet. 42), blssell bo AG, , aquila 5935, 14 Oct. 42, 
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Oncpoer ILL 


Eq. 10th AF, CO ,15, 26 June 19h2; OG. -10-872$ (26 June 42), Naiden 
to AGiut, clquile 2332, 26 June 42. 


QG.-X4 (Unnvuoored) (A4 Jon. 42), "Lzrüder to AG T5, M DI00, l61, 
2 don. he. 


C -GUT-COhó (L upr, 42), Mursholl to Brereton, „93, L apr. 52. 


Minutes of cn wdunistrubive Flcnnin,; Conference held ob air Ha. 
(Delhi), 15 Lar. 1942, forwarded ss Papers releting to the Umt 
in indiL, 1942," in shipsent ,15 frou gih ; ni, 


.-lu-0023 (3 Apr. L2), iI to LG ut, 442, 2 Apr. 42. 


ibid.; L-5651 (8 June h2), LIL1X904 to oO SR nil, l7 Jue A2; 
C. —LISTSAL (28 Lay 42), sbilvell to AG.i0, ui D30 73, 27 Way 42. 


Lir., Gen, brarzton to Gan. urnold, 2 dune 1942, in gP—-IT-0-4 
India, Off. cerviees Div., L/L, Elens. 


ine ven with wthom General Charnault case inte contact were unanimous 
in the opinion that he was in excellent leader end thet the men 
Who served uqicr him respected end adwired hin. General Bissell 
soid: "“Chennewlt end others have done wonders with very Little 
bub taz cennot do the insosstiole," OiteTi-5194 X Mone 42), 
Bissell to LG a44, Std. oGllwell, ,2: X55 707, 19 Vey h2. Lb. Col. 
John Allison obo lobor usrvod with lenaerl Ohenneult seid: "I+ 
ues & plevsure ko curve under Chenneult. Ha bnew tho Jepanese, 
and ne gaved lives by his exouriunce." Intervie with Lt. Dol. 
John Jllison, 3 duly 1943. Poal 4. 32eo0n, ex-.Và Flicht Leader 
pavo eradit for much of the sucesss of the 176 to Chennenit's ir- 
cpir tion, lecbures, ind troininc.  Yntervice with EL. X. Bacon, 
24 a0r. l9h2. Taj. 2. J. Buwdler imo head served in the Svanish 
Civil wer before poino bo Chinn ssid: We (Chennault) is probably 
ones of the fcthers of ju cricun Fursuit Teoblics. .. . Tne Jevanesea 
ere nov gore enutious in dealing Gh Otsnaswlt."  Intervie:sr with 
~€joe Sumer, 24 Lar. L945. Col. Y. G. Cooper oio served us 
Ohief of oltaff of the Ghino sir Tasi Foreu shid — "Chenneulb hus 
the completa confidence of his nea wid they do ros question nis 
decisions as thoy real os is oing to uin." ralk py Col. Cooper 
in Goa. Johnson's ebuff Mostins, 23 Joc. 19 752, Syl. by vaje H. 0. 
Liot, in ALG 337 e, Conferences. Heje Lervin ibrton s gaid: NHItve 
tol"ucl wath «e lot or ion fron privebes to Li hest rerin, officers 
and all vo heve served undor Ohoangult speak: of fic with the 
hirucst roonoct. . . . "Zhao Oninese think ho ls pecotiezlly Jesus 
Gürist niaculf. . . . lí!o sleoly .orvelous that ono zen con 
Cos. iand the respect Lund thournts of co nomxy coa.  Intorvio. wits 
jor Morton, lo Hov. l9hz. Col. 2. i. Lcetomlund said: "Tue 
success of tha LYG was lurpely dae to the tueticil .enius of Gon. 
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Chennault. In ay opinlosn he is ons of the best air leaders in 

the vorld. lie hos porfcet senco of blaine, cad ke Knows the 
Jépanese paycholozy." Telk by Col. 2. a. Ueaclorlund, Ord. Dent., 
12 Feb. 1943, in US 9000, Interziaic ond statements, in 1-2 
Library. Col. Uomer L. sanders, former cormxnder of 51st Fignter 
Group, seid: “He (Chennault) had the full support of the nen 

under hirne-the bove oll sviesr Dy Lin" Intervie’ with Col. senders, 


June 1955. 
dei York Times, 27 wid 23 duae l7hLa. 


SO ,6h, Ha. .ixrletn aruy Forces, Cnino, Burnac ond India, in histor; 
of Uz4,?, Indie~Sur.a Secter, COninc-Jarze-Indie ‘necter; unrecorded 
intervyl3us of author with Col. C. a. Orow, 12 "ay 1944 and Uaj. Gan. 
Clayton I. Bissell, 19 lioy 1944; interview with Col. Kowe T. 
Senders, June 1943. 


The rocord of bhe LYG vas indeed remrkoble. «nile officiel figures 
ovo rot ovoilacle all sbatistics wich have boea compiled indicate 
thet the Jmericans exacted a heavy toll of mesy aircrart and 
pllots while sufferin: compnratively licht losses. The flinsy 
construction of the ecrly models of Japanese sircraft and their 
lack. of yelf-sealine tenks Led to the deaths of many pllots who 
otherwise wirnt have been cble to parachute to safety. fne P-ÀO 
ves sturdy and had self-seclinr tanks. Lost of the pilots of 
PALO! 3 winch were sot down were eble to boil out and rotura to 
babtle. Bonuses were paid for the destruction of 237 Juocnose 
sirercft, end General Chennault estimated thet 293 Were destroved. 
!2anWhile iacricen lossoo in planes and men was quite low. Only 
23 planes vere destroyed by the Jepanese in aerial eernbat, ond only 
12 pilots lest their lives as a result of enemy action.  OU-—ID-1758 
(6 July 42), Changing to iGuls, ,251, 6 duly 42. See also 
summories in Fotz, bh General Chesnavit, and chellan, She Flying 
Ticers, 


lotes taken durins conference betiweon Col. nobinson, Col. uynaen, 

end Col. Fope, 14 Julr 1942 at Ohuozkins, in Wistory of UALS, 

Indie-Buriw Sector, Onine-Surme-India Theater; interview with 

Georre L. Paxton, 23 hug. 1942; interview with Albert 2. Gelson 
gndix reoresentebive, 2h June 1943. 


Filots who soccepted commissions in China were John G. Bright, Devid 
L. Hill, cdword 7. &ector, and Frank 2enlol, Jr., wio wore nade 
ecjors, ard Charles u. Sawyer who becune a captain. any others 
joined the sir arns alber returning to the United states and some 
have made outstanding records. rorser AVG pilots Gregory Boyington 
and Jezes 4, Howerd are outstanding exauples. Lir., Gen. Arnold 
to Gan. Cheanenlt, 6 Nov. 19042, in 540 312.1 1, Operetions Letters. 


John a. Petach, Jre Yee C.-OUT-9653 (31 Aur. 42), lershall to 
Stilwell, 42137, 2L Aug. ude `> | 1 m 7 r SUOT 4 ^ 
tM = te Lo sd vou s E 
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Unreccorded inberview of euthor with Gea. Bissell, 19 ‘ley 1944 


interview with G. J. Harper end D. u. Melichen, slLison representa- 
tives 5 16 isi. 1943. 


"ine maintenance of cireralt cow erployed Lhere is susbained only 
with the preatest ditficulty end any chants in type of airerafb, 
even in part would increase the supply proble practically 100, 
eso for kopert ú. Lovett by Gen, arnold, 19 feb, 1943, in ¿sū 
452.1, lnadic-onins. 


Lte., Gen, Bissell te Gen. Arnold, 13 Oct. 1942, in MAG 312.1 .., 
Operations Letters. Also see note 16, 


Ibid. 


Tali: by Col. à. 2. MacVorland, Ord. Dept., 12 Jeb. 1943, in US 9090, 
Interviews ond Statements, in L-2 Librory; talk by Col. '. G. 
Cooper in Gen. dohnson's Staff Meebing, 223 Dec. 1942, sed. by 

Maj. He GO. Lint, in iG 337 £, Conferences. 

C:.-IN~5539 (21 June 42), Brereton to irnold, ,iquile 2172, 
20 dune A2. 


Ci T1226 (§ Nay 42), otilwuoll to AC.A4, spd. Bissokl, ;A'1904 
649, 5 Yay A2. 


Intervie with x. I. Bouchard, Pratt and \hitney representative, 
3 Lpr. 1943. 


C. -I5-23183 (12 June 43), Brereton to aG S, ulla 1867, 12 June 42; 
GIT wei C07 (iL: tn Use 52), 1 Hs > iden to. awd one B, houille 3716 X, li PAS A2. 


uere Department Survey, 55; General 3issell rarerred to Lssan as 
tthe rainiest oluce in tho world." Tilman Durdin, newspsper 
correspondent, reported that 50 inches of ralnroll were recorded 
there in June 1943, and thzt on 28 september 1943, soven inches 
came down. Uew York rines, 10 lov. 1943. 


Approxiuctely SO per cent of decoretions riven to men of ATO have 
been to uon of the Indie-China uing. 4. Frenden Jenes, "“Surma 

Road of the sir,” Plans Talk, Mar. 1944, 18. (Confiinael by Pistoricul 
Section, LTC.) 


Uinotes of naetinz held in Detense Dept, Com. ioom, 21 lo». 1952, 
forwarded as "rLoers roloting to the USX Fin Indis, 1942," in 
shipment slå, froa 9th 423 ninuteror svoond meeting of the Adaini- 
strative Planning Conn. hold 22 Mar. ct Air ig., in ibid.; 
C.-IU-0573 (3 Ly 42), Brereton to 49.48, JAquila 696, 2 May 42. 


Intervie with Gol. C, D. vicHair, 15 July 2953. - Ait pom 
un VE ^o.) 
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Ibid. 
Interview with Gol. seubon ¢G. Hood, 27 fpr. 1943. 


Lir., Gea., Bissell to Gcno, arnold, a Oct. 1942, in La4G AOO, Lise., 
Iadic-Ohina. 


Tntervicu with 2. 0. Bouchard, 3 anr, 19453. 


vials Gon. Georco, LTO, to Lo/53, CC, lA Jura 1945, in Anu 620,2 o, 
Visits. 


H 
+ 
E 


D 





lbid. 





"ine IndinOnina ing to Ley 19423," proporel by Historical 
Section, LYG. 


Ibid. 


Eno Of Lercement betucen Gen, Arvcold anl Air Onief 'Lrshol Fortel, 
21 June 1942, in 4G 452 J, Jirolenes General. 


History of 51st Fichter Group. 


GU-ID-5553 (21 June 42), 2gilwell to LC L3, JT Tso. 1059, 
l2 Luc. h2 


C.-1I-6953 (21 June 42), Seorcton to Lr6old, Anguila 213, 21 June A2. 


Interview with Jol. Kouben C. Mood, 27 epr. 19433 C .-—LU-49293 
(14 nus. 42), Uaiden to Arnold and oonervell, aquila 2357 F, 
13 Luz. h25 C'—X-057h9 (L4 Oct. 42), Bissell to aduut, tquila 
5917 XA, U; Oct. À2. 


Invervici with vol. G. H. LO ir, 15 July 1943; G-I. 1933 
(6 Aur. A2), ie3den to LG.LA, ; aguila 7017, 5 Luc. 42. 


QU-ID-AS9S (14 Luc. 42), Uniden to arnold «nd Gonervell, squila 
2357 ?, 13 Luc. h2; C -10-2537 (3 July L2) ; meiden to LG LM, „eguile 
31A, 7 July À2. 


TOUI-LUAS (17 July À2), àrnold to Stilwoll, /4D 1020, 17 duly 
42; C.I-IR-7221 (21 duly 42), obilwell to ‘rnold, 44..Xz297. 967, 

20 July 425 C.-DUI-1097 (4 Jug. 42), lLorshell to Stilwell, LOAA 
1132, h Luu. L2; 0 .-O0UY-N739 (15 Avo. 42), Jurgeli to otilvell, 
aC. 110, 15 Lug. h2; G-IL-7h76 (Z0 Lus. 42), Bissell to 40 VE, 
Qaquile 4OXS C, 19 Zug. A42; Da. l0th L2, CO 220, 19 hug. 1952. 


G'-CUI-6958 (22 Lor. h2), Ezrohull to Stilicll, ;122, 22 Lur. À2. 
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CIIU 2, (20 du, 22), Stilwell to curenell, LISY. 6b, 
a8 A. A2. 


ina roliosin,; i is a list of staff officers Pron tho Tenth sir Force 
ond basir aussi; nm “nib wath bho uinti nir Sores: 


ori;. Gen. AAI a. BALOT Lir Cervice Cormander 

Col. Victor H. sbra vuioFf of Stiff 

uj, Levis uo, Lobbs iide-de-Gas5 

Le. Col. ae o. 2acluE GO, Leth Somberdnent Group 

Lt. Col. C. T. .nitney Augt. Cred 

wh je Sichard n. iloroe Surgeon, air Jderwviee oomucnd 

Curt. Dovid Hh. Likes Co-cxidlestions officer, air Services Oo-aczni 
lst Lt. Josash T, Johnson Jdjubtant Ha. Pliont 

lst Lt. John G. Felton [lde-de-Cou5 

See DI-XNX (Cunvnboxoi) (13 Sop. 42), jzwxwoell to LG AX, 2513.72 1291, 
i3 Beg e C.-002-5227 (17 295. 12) Tarshell to stlilvell, 1223. 
Lo Sug. 4. 


5. -Xs-10269 (25 See l 2), Sisscll to LG.AX, ,Agulle 5130 L, 
M Sup. À3. 


Ibi n. 


History of Indic-Chine Torry Coxand (1942). 
C.t-Ti-3197 (9 dup. £2), denoven to à3oc. of otote, ,621, 9 Aur. 42. 


Ol-lu-2396 (11 Luz. 42), Osuun to 'XLIO, Z2 O33. A59, IL Aus. 423 
C.-IL-h983 (1h Aux. A2), Osrmm te !TLID, |i. 0351: A63, 12 Aur. h21 
GETS (ZL íu,. 42), Stilwell to AG id, vim TGS h9, 19 Lug. 
L2; G -E3509 (23 suz. 42), Stilwell te LC ait, LUISH 5h, 

2l Ut. 2p OLS -ili-855l (23 eui h2), Stilwell te AgixG, ALIO. 55, 
22 Aug » 423 TI: [11527 (30 bug. 42), Stilwell to 30.0, (ITSO. 
66, 27 ua. Lae 


O-Ti 8997 (17 July 12), Osmun te TILTON, W251 265, 15 July 42; 
Cia Ti-5654 (16 July 42), Onxun to '"ILID, aw DE 269, 16 Jaly 42; 
G I- $Có9 (12 July A2), Osaun to ILIO, 22 Gods 37h, 17 Suly 42; 
C G R4983 (U; Aui. A2), Oszun to UILIDO, ud OISIN 463, 13 hug. A2; 
oS-1-3509 (23 «ur. LAJ, DOtilueli Lo Laat,  LL.ISU0L 5h, 2L Lug. À23 
GTi 11024 (29 auge £2), Stilwell to “ershall, -i.DUG51 67, 29 Jue. 
2; Rizort on Hinduston Phont, szd. by Col, Frederici D. Sharp, 

Goo, 2 iov. 1942, bassd on intervici with u. D. Peuler, 3ritish 

xz pire (Indie) 9505. 


Pockot Guide to lridio, use sna Heyy Dents., ieshington, D. Des 


l9h2, 5T. 


Tenth Air force, Intelligence Suumories, | c po- N n 
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U-IN-11024 (29 dug. 42), Otilwell to Marshzll, ,A X204 67, 
29 Aug. 423 History of Headquarters, Tenth Air Service Command 
(1942); History of 34 Air Depot (1942), 


C.mIN-G2LL (17 Luc. 42), Stilucll to ACA, 22030, 46, 16 Lug. 
À2; ilerbort L. stebthews in Hew Yori Tires, 18 Nev. 1942, 29 and 
J0 Yeo. 1942; interview with Col, Reuben G. Hood, 27 Apr. 1943. 


The following is e typical oxo/jle of the method used by Chiang 
hai~Shel: to bring pressure: “Generalissino hus received informa-— 
tion from ueshingten te the <ffect that the 50 transports with 4 
engines whieh were to have been substituted for 2 engine trunsports 
for the air freipnt service were not to beo nede available, Is 
this correct? If so Genoralissino stetes the result of failure 

to maintain effective cormmmnications between China ond the ovtside 
world would have rost serious effect on China's future prosecution 
of the war. Goneralissino reguests reply." QO'-11-5722 (21 May 42), 
Bissell to AGING, #051504 720, Zi May AQs CFHIN-5551 (20 dime 42), 
unseler to LG L4, .347, 19 June 52. 


fpprovel of Generel otilwoll's plan to train Chinese ground troops 
in Indie was granted Late in Septeuber. 0: IN-~10253 (24 Sep. 42), 
otilwell to Stinson cnd fMarsholl, Li 5G. 1177, 22 Seo. H2; 
C-15-10732 (35 Sep. 42), Stilwell to arnold and Marshall, „a TTSA 
1182, 2A Sep. A2. 


C-CUT-7035 (25 July 42), arnold to Stilwell, 0 1070, 24 July 42. 


C.=Ti=C617 (2 Aug. 42), Stilwell to Arnold and Jershall, „AH ISIA 
113 , l Bus. A2. 


ibid. 


Ibii.; C -T11—7373 (2L July 42), Stilwell to AGIAN, .£I'T804 960, 
19 July 42. 


CU-GUT-155h (5 Aug. 42), Marshall to Stilwell, AGAR 1M, 5 &ug. À2. 


C.-In-2433 (7 Lug. 42), Stilwell to AASP, 31204 1036, 7 Aug. 42. 
C -OUT-O2063 (1 Sep. 42), Ulio to Stilwell, ,AGauAl 3, 3l Aug. 42. 


C'-ID-10732 (25 Sep. h2), Stilwell to rnold ond ‘“arshall, 
al. lOG 1192, 24 Sep. 42. 


U-IN-10253 (24 Seo. 42), Stilwell to Stinson and Marshall, 
wi TTSO, 1177, 22 Sen. 42. 


Ltr., orig. Cea. Gordon P. Seville, (8D, to Gen. Bissell, 17 Var. 
1943, in iG 300-4, India-China, 


(U-di6-h450 (12 AUE. 42) ;, Sbhivell bo LG WO siaa E30. 1059; 12 buse 
42. a moms 
. JV i pr 2 l Ju Mu ~! 

S nan | oe d£ 
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H-IN=6073 (13 July 42), Mniden to 2G, ,Lowilu 31a L, 
17 July 42, 


Ü L-2375 (7 July A42), Lriden to 4G.L3, ,.cnila 2325, 7 July 42. 


C.—I:-4430 (12 Luz. 42), 3tibwoll vo LC.4, | 9320. 1059, l2 Lug. 
42. 


.-0UT-3982 (12 Jap. A2), &rnold to Bissell, .1269, 11 Sep. A2. 
UC-LDU-12101 (53 ten. 42), Bissell to AGAR, Aguila 5209, 25 3ep. 42, 
C.—-CUT~7376 (30 3ep. 42), “ershell to Bissell, .55, 29 Seo. A2. 
Ibid. 

C Ti-39) (8 Oct. 42), Stilwell to Lorshell, ,ANIIOQ. 1220, 6 Oct. 


CL-11-2127 (5 Got. L2), Jissell to AUi,  xculle 5519 0, 5 Oct. A2. 


Lir., Gen. .rnoid to Cen. Bissell, 12 Sea. 1942, in iaG 250.1 5, 
Conduct—‘orcle, 


Lir., Gen. Sissell to Gen. «rnold, 13 Oct. 1942, in 146 31214, 
Operations Letters. 


Conments on Gen, arnold's Lelter of 12 Sep. 1942, inclosed with 
itr., Gon, Biscell to Gen. Lrnold, in raoa 312.1 4, Operetions 
Letters. 


Ltr., Gon. Bissell to Gen. irnold, 2, Oct. 1942, in a4G 400 Misc., 


Ibid. 

—L:i-9276 (4h us. h2), Pissell to ACAR, | Lquile Lll X2, 23 Lug. 
CU-IC-3341 (3 Sep. 42), Bissell to LC.4A2, Acudla 4665 X3, 3 Sep. l2. 

-L-595h (16 305. 42), Bissell to AGAR, ,Aquile A889, 15 2e». A2. 

C.—14-7259 (17 S509. 42), Bissell to 10.28, coà3la A959, 17 3ep. 42. 
CH IN-7h08 (13 cop. 42), Sbilwell to ACR, 4277350. 1152, 16 dep. 42. 
CU=GUT+7059 (21. oe. 42), Larshall to Stilwell, «41, 19 dep. 42, 
GMIZ-04653 (11 Get. ks s usile to AT guh, SEIDL, 9s 9 Oct. 42. 
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Q:-0UZ-05635 (15 Oct. 42), Marshall to Stilwell, ,73, 1) Oot. 42. 


Q —15-10959 (25 Eos. 42), Stilwell to Marshall, 15045 1181, 
43 5620, 42, 


GC -Li~0433 (2 Aur. 42), Sbileoll to AC AX, C053. 1005, l Luz. A2. 
C-0U1-5985 (19 uz. h2), Morsholl to Stilwell, . 116, 19 hur. 42. 


CI-II-05A12 (13 Oct. 42), Stilwll to LACER, JITIN 1255, 12 Oct, 
h2. 
CI -10957 (25 Jape 42), otilgsll to Karshall, , 73225 1182, 
23 wide Le. 


G. -UUT-6NlA (21 Lur. 42), Marshall to Stilwell, ,1221, 20 tue. A2; 
ltr., Gun. arnold to air Uirshal D, C. 2. avill, Sritish Joint 
otcff Lisoion, $ July 19542, in ir-[/-S—1 Ghing, Off. Services Div., 

LO/L.9, Flans. 

Joo Eh “ucsloymeht of the loth if) 12 aus. 1942. 

CU-1:-2099 (2 Get. 42), Bisssll to AC, .Lauila 5601 X3, 7 Get. 42; 
CUO-11-08913 (10 Oct. 42), Sbilvell to &CiLR, J"ILY30. L240, 9 Oct, 
A42; C'-0UI-5765 (21 Zov. 42), Uorchell to Stilwell, „1709, 20 Hov. 
2; GI-IL-05035 (12 Oct, 42), Bissell to 40 24, . Lauila 5309 b, LL 

Oct. 42. 

Ltr., Gen. ULio to Gon. wbilvell, 23 Oct. 1942, in zai 452.1, lndis- 
China; C. -CUI-1817 (5 Gov. A42), Urrehall to Bissell, .1695, 5 lov. 
A2. 


Q'-XL12724 (2) Sap. 42), Sissoll to Lrrold, aquilo 5331 4, 
29 5c». 42, 


C -1:-05200 (13 Oct. A42), Bicscll to arnold, souille 5804 A, 
12 Get. 42. 


CU-IL-2310 (7 Oet. A2), 3lucell io .xrold, Aquile 5565 M, 6 Cot. L3. 
GILCUP-2327 (2 Geb. 42), Marshall to 2tiluell, ,1455, 7 Oct. A2. 


Qu-IL-O0£9$7 (14 Get. 42), Bissell to LZ M3, ,..4uile 5935, 14 Cot. L2. 
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Chapter LY 


iLvaileblo reeords show thot on L July 1942 there vore seven B—25's 
ori 70 P-A0!s in Ohina, O63 2-25 wss lost duriag the ronth lezvinz 
opirotionul zbronzkth st cix. Of the 70 P-LO's coproniertely 55 vere 
thos: uceci by tho “ed mid as tho LYG nover had sore than 13 rinubers 
op oLionat cb any one tine it vould ceon thet the oocrctlonzi 
Pirater strenth of the new tess reres .as chout 52. 


Inbepyi vith Gol. uobort L, seott, 20 nor. 1943. 


t 


Cu dant 


Et 


Lir., Goa. Chcnncolt to Con. arnold, 17 Jo». 1952, ia i4.8 OCO-200, 
Dolice nitu. 


Hote, uala Gaocecl Chonnoulb, LOL. 
Lobs; aith Generel Giherncalt, 2h. Ges cleo helen, Mijas Titers, h3. 


lutorvic; vith Col. Dons L. Ganuers, June 1945. See also Greenle, 
Lady qng the Moors, 6h. 


Hots, with Comore] Oh.onzult, l15. 
f. H. nibo, "China ir Tesk doree,” Life La calag, 12 ine. 1243, 77. 
iotervie? with SLicnb Lender I. be ducon, AVG, 22 20r. 1942. 


Eotz, with Gunori Ghennculb, LLS; intervie vith Ued. Gorze 
lac" illcn, foroerly iG, 5 Lov. 1942. 


Inbervic. with Slight Lecder H. i. Eocon, LUG, 22 Lor. l952. 
Interview with Col. xobert L. Scott, 30 Apr. 1953. 

"Ha [Shennzult/ is probably ons of the fathers of Jmoriean Pursuit 
Tochics . . a Chauanoult considers PoeleXo the fzther of pursuit 
for..tbion iad tactics snd itichtofen his ,resbesb punil." Interview 
Jibh Maj. A. d. Goudler, 24 tar. 1943. 

Fota, with Gonoral Chonnoslt, 116-117. 

Intorvia? with Col. Hobert L. ócott, 39 Lpr. 1942. 


Intervie with "sj. CGoorl;o "oellisn, 5 Eov. 1942. 


Fotn, ulth General © inulb, LL23; holen, uie Tlrers, AÀ2-h5h, 308. 
i 


' 
I I 
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ZO, iew Yori: Tiincs, 3 Cet. 1942; Hote, ith Gorerul Dhennzuits OL 
usekly under 7 ond 9 July 1922 lists 250 dapanssa planes downed, 


21. GC.'—-1752 (6 July 42), Pron Chunciing syd. Mayer, 6 July 42. 


22, Lbr., Gea. Cicanault to Stilwell, 16 July 1942, in .;-I7-2—1, 
Chinn, Off. Jorviees Div., AOC/LS, lluns. 


23, History of Shlst Bosberdmert Group (1952-1942); Eiotory; of 11th 
Bonbearánegi 34nadron (4 Mey 1942 to 31 Vay 1943); Uistory of Indic- 
China sorry Couucnd (1942). 

24. History of Ghine Air Task Jorce; distory of 2h5lst Loasborduent Group. 

25. History of Lith Sozboardugsat ZjutOron.  Followin; ere the men 
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Aircraft Status Ledgers, Training and Operations Branch of Statistical 
Control. 


These files ere helpful in ascertaining the number of aircraft 
on hend ab regular intervals. There is no way, however, of 
determining the condition of the aircraft and the data must be 
used with caution. 


Ynit Histories 


Unit histories for the following organizations are filed in the Archives 
of the Historical Division, AC/AS, Intelligence, except as noted. 


China Air Task Force 
Lith Bombardment Squadron 
436th Bombardaent Squadron (1942) 
Slst Fighter Group 
Blst Service Group (1941-1942) 
59th Service Scuadron (1941-1942) 
Headquarters end Headquarters Squadron, 7th Bombardment Group (1942) 
Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, Tenth Air Force 
Headquarters, India Air Basle Force (1942) 
Headquarters, Tenth Air Force (1942) 
Headquarters, Tenth Air Force Service Command (1942) 
TIndia-China Ferry Command (1942) 
9th Bombardment Souadron (1942) 
7th Bombardment Group (1942) 
Tenth Air Force Service Command (1942) 
The India-China Wing to Sl May 1948 (Filed in Air Trensport Command, 
Historical Section) 
GAlst Bomberümnent Group (1942-1945) 
Sra Air Depot (1942) 
pani Bombardment Squadron 
USAAF, India-Burma Sector, Chine-Burme-India Theater. 
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Orders 


General Orders, Headquarters Tenth Air Force, New Delhi, Ffiled in the 
Archives of the Historical Division, AC/AS, Intelligence: 


No, 1 5 March 1942 

No, 3 10 April 1942 

Mo, 4 15 Aprii 1942 

No, 7 3 May 1942 

No. 8 6 May 1942 

No, 13 22 dune 1942 

No. 14 25 June 1942 

Ao. 15 26 June 1942 

No, 16 15 July 1942 ? 

No. 19 14 August 1942 

No. 20 18 August 1942 

No. 22 6 September 1942 

No, 28 ? October 1942 

No. 32 a? October 1942 
interviews - 


The following interviews, except as noted, are filed under United States 


9000, Interviews end Statements, in Records Branch, Collection Division, 
AC/AS, Intelligence; 


Aler, Gen, Elmer E., 18 January 1943. 

Allison, Lt. Col. John, 3 July 19438. 

Bacon, N. BR. (ex~AVG), 22 April 1942. 

Baumler, Maj. å. Jda, 24 March 1946. 

Bissell, Maj. Gen. Olayton L., 19 Mav 1944. (Unrecorded, with author). 

Bouchard, R. N., Pratt and Whitney representative, ð April 1942. 

Harper, G, J., and McHaken, B. E., Allison representatives, 16 August 
1943. 

Holloway, Col. B. E., 16 November 1945, 

Hood, Col. Reuben 0., 27 Avril 1943. 

Keenan, Capt. Janes H., ond Sloan, Cant. George E., 15 July 1943. 

Maciiillan, Maj. George, (ex-aVG), 5 November 1942. 

Macliorland, Gol., E. E., 12 February 1943. 

Machair, Col. G. E., 15 July 19435. 

MeMahen, E. H., and Harper, G, J., Allison representatives, 16 August 
1949. 

Marslond, Capt. Robert A., 20 July 1943, 

Morton, Maj. Marvin, 16 November 1943, 

Nelson, Albert B., Bendix representative, 34 dune 1943, 

Paxton, George L,, (ex-AVG) 28 August 1942. 

Russell, Brig. Gen. Clinton W., 4 June 1942, 

Sanders, Col. Homer L., dune 1943, 

Schaetzel, Col. George E., 29 November 1943, 

Scott, Col. Robert D., 50 April 1949. 

Sloan, Capt. George E., and Keencn, Capt, James il, 15 July 1943. 

Snow, Col. C. A., 12 Mey 1944, (Unrecorüed, with author) 
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Commnigueg 


Official communiques, as reprinted in the New York Times, offered help- 
ful supplementary information. 





o Special Reports 


The following reports made by men from combat thecters were veluable: 


Report on Bomber Escorts and Fight Flyer Tactics for Chine Air 
Task Force, to CGAAF from Col. Robert L, Scott, 22 December 1942. 
In Records Branch, AG/AS, Intellirence, 


Report on Hindusten Plent, signed by Gol. Frederick D, Sharp, GSC, 
based on interview with W. D. Pawley, 2 November 1942, In British 
Empire (India) 9505, Records Branch, AC/AS, Intelligence, 


Report of Col. $. M. Karrick, IGD, to Inspector Genersl, 23 Decen- 
ber 1942. In AAG 600.1 India-China. 


Report on P-40 Mission, Special Froject 157, by Lt. Col, John E. 
Barr, 19 June 1948. In History of Headquarters, Tenth Air Force, 
in Archives, Historical Divicion. 


Report by ht, Col. B., D, Wasner to CG USAPIA, 4 May 1942. In AAG 
585 Nethods-Manners Conducting War, 


Talk by Col. HM. C. Gooper in Gen. Johnson's Staff Meeting, 23 Decen- 
ber 1942, signed by Maj. H. C. Lint. In AAG 357 A, Conferences, 


Minutes of Meetires 


The following records of meetings held at Delhi early in 1942 raserd- 
ing basic plens for the Americen Forces in Asla are included in Ship~ 
ment 418 from Ninth Air Force, Archives, Eistorical Division. These 
were particularly valueble in studying basic policles te be followed. 
by the Tenth Air Force in the first year of the wer, 


Minutes of an Administrative Flanning Conference held at Air Head~ 
quarters, (Delhi), 15 March 1942. 


Hinutes of Second Meeting of tho Administrative Planning Committee 
eo held et Air Headquarters, (Delhi), 22 March 1942. 


Record of Meeting held 22 March 1942, Subject: Supplies and 
Services to be rendered to USA Forces in Indic, 


Minutes of Third Meeting of Administrative Flanning Committee 
held at Air Hesdquertert, (peYni), 30 Merch 1942. 
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Specini Studies 


Certain special studies gave valuable information regarding the 
general situation in the Chine-Burma-Indie Thester at the time the 
United States was engaged in establishing an air force in the theater. 
¿nong the most useful wore: 


A Survey of India's Inüustricl Production for War Purposes, 
Bevort of t the American Bechnical Mission to 9 india. Submitted 


to the Jjovernment of India and to the Government of the United 
States, August 1942. (Grady Report) 


Road Zrensnort from Western India to Calcutta 


a 


a and Assan. British 
Empire Section Report ho. 3, ho. 3, 9 March 1942. 





Strategic Survey of Northeastern India. Office of Strateszic 
Services, Research and Analysis Branch, 19 January 1943, 


dar Department Survey of India, Frepared under direction of 
Chief of Starr by Hilttary Intelligence Service, WDGS, 15 July 1943, 





Newspavers and Pericdicels 
Chennanli, Clairc L., "Role of Defensive Pursuit," in Coast ey 
Journal, Part 1, (Nov-Dec, 1953), 411-417; Part IZ,(Jan-Feb. 192 
W=L1; Fart III, & far-Apr, 1934), 87-93. 
Janes, E, Frenden, “Burma Road of the Air," Fleane Yalk, Mareh 1944, i8. 


New York Times, Decenber l94l1-December 1942, 





O.M, J. Weekly, January 1942-December 1942, 


White, T. H., "China Air Task Force," Life Mogezine, 12 April 1943, 77. 


Bootes 
Belden, Jack, Retreat With Stilwell. Alfred Knopf, New York, 1943 





Christian, John Leroy, Modern Burma. University of California Press, 
Berkeley, 1942 


Greenlaw, Olga, Zhe Lady and the Tigers. Dutton and Qo., New York, 19498 


Hotz, Bobert B., With Generz1 Chenneul+. Ooward-NeGann, Inc., New York, 
L943 





Seagreve, Gordon, Burma Surgeon. Norton Bros., New York, 1942 





Scott, Robert D. Jr., God is My Co-Pilot. Charles Seribner's Sons, 
New York, 1945 . NC 
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Stebtinius, füwsrü E, Jr., Lend-Lease. The Mackillen Company, New 
York, 1944 


Stowe, Lelend, They Shell Not Sleep. Alfred. Knopf, New York, 1944 
Thomas, Rowen T., Born in Battle. Winston, Kew York, 1944 


Whelan, Russell, the Flying Tigers, Viking Frees, Mew York, 1943 


Phennlets 


Pocket Guide to Burma. War and Navy Departments, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington, 1943, 


Pocket Guide to Chine. War and Navy Devertments, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington, 1948. 


Focket Guide to Inüic. War and Navy Departments, U. S, Government 
Printing Office, Washington, 1943, 
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Appendix 2 — Summary of Operations of Assam-Burma-China Ferry Command, 


8 April-l) June 1942* 


ad 
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PASSENGERS AND FREIGHT CARRIED EASTWARDS 


208 Passengers 
30,000 gallons of gasoline (100 octane) 
500 gallons of oil 
525,000 rounds of Bren gun ammunition 
480,625 rounds of 50-caliber ammunition 
»20-calibor ammunition 
Hapty primed 12-gauge shotgun shells 
Bren guns and tripods 
Incendiary borbs 
Signal Corps equipment 
1 Army Jeep 
2 Ryan airplanes 
Ethylene glycol 
Ü-7 spare parts 
PO spare parts and equipment for AVG 
Medical supplies 
Halpro Project equipment 
Food 
Cigarettes for the AVG's 
Post exchange stores for Gen. Stilwell 
TOTAL WEIGHT PASSENGERS AND FREIGHT 


34,600 lbs 
840,000 ibs 
4,000 lbs 
35,280 lbs 
192,595 lbs 
6,552 ibs 
33,712 lbs 
8,850 ibs 
16,000 lbs 
3,000 lbs 
3,250 lbs 
4,600 Lbs 
2,525 lbs 
3,455 lbs 
88,823 lbs 
14,527 lbs 
25,726 los 
76,475 Lbs 
4,180 lbs 
QOO lbs 


1,401,950 ibs 


PASSENGERS AND FREIGHT CARRIED WESTWARDS 


4,303 


Passengers 
Tungsten ore 
Tin 


Bombs to the RAF at Tezpur 

Equipment to the RAF at Tezpur 

Engine assemblies 

Medical supplies for the RAF at Dinjan 
Bombs for Dinjen (12) 

TOTAL WEIGHT OF PASSENGERS AND FREIGHT 


* From a letter by Brig. Gen. Caleb V. Haynes to historian of the Tenth 
Air Force, 20 Apr. 1943, in History of the Andia~Ghing. Ferry Command 
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647,150 Ibs 
47,240 lbs 
53,116 ibs 

5,000 ibs 
600 lbs 
4,500 Lbs 
200 lbs 


zm lbs 
758,826 lbs 
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o TENTH AIR FORCE STRENGTH REPORTS 
AS TRANSMITTED BY CABLE MESSAGES 
Officers Warrant Officers Enlisted Men 
16 April 1942 227 3 3080 
& May 1942 265 3103 
1A May 1942 270 3117 
22 June 1942 582 5 5309 
8 duly 1942 705 8 5585 
22 August 1942 891 14 8268 
l September 1942 917 14 8277 
L October 1942 998 14 8268 
8 October 1942 985 14 8256 
l6 October 1942 1039 15 8256 
8 December 1942 1167 39 2108 
e 
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Appendix 4 — Comparative Conbat losses 1942 
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45, 62-095 Lenz;tok, 121-122 
Áort, 60-40, 731, 126 herrcernore, &7, 127 
idigore, 123 Ease Units, 486, 40-41 
aircraft, typos preferred, 21-e2, 3G, Lesve, !aj. idllias 7., 86-87, 89, 09, 
76—74, ll43 only heavies in early 107-108 
combet, 45: ncdiums errivo, E-553 Themo, 18, 100 
b-Z29 nodificd, 290-99 Bissell, Brig. com. Cleyton L., 7, 50, 
Liréreone constrvelion,05, 40, 57-56, 62-64, 69-70, lll, li15, 120, 124-127 
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sabtleirerauft defense, o8-856, 46, 118 
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Chon;tu, 79, 114 

Chennault, Bris. cen. Cinire L., 
o«-b, SO, 32, 50-55, 63, 79-110, 
Ilé, ll7-121, 125-124 

Chiens Tei-chek, Gencralissine, 
07-01, 19-51, 60-08, 75-76; 
Ladene, 59 

Chins. ir Tesk Forco, 38, 49-55, 
60-61, 68, 78-110, 118-121, 123- 
124, 127-1255 mission, 84-65; 
firct nicht bombins, 116 

Chirt. Bomber Commend, 56-57 

Chine-Burint-Indis Theatre, newly 
erected, 73 mission of AAF in, 26 

China LEotiontl Airucys COo,., 52, 
68-08 

China ien, 79-50 

Chinese Air Pores, 4, 76, 108 

Chinese Army, 17-18, 109 

Chinese rovorrrent, 66, 75-76. 
elso Chisnc Teieshek. 

Chinese iinistry of Comaunicutions, 
65-67 

Chinese or trea service Corys, 54 

Chitteson~, 123 

Chunckinz, o2, v8, 50, 75, 79, 54, 114 

Clincte, 15-16, 55-57, 72. See 
else Leather, n 

Cochin, 12 

Combincd Chiefs of Steff, 47 

Communications system, 15, 20, 61-62 

Cooper, Cole Ile Coy S45 S89, LIS, 119 

Criops liission, 64 

Curtiss-,richt Corp., 5, 82 
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Doleon?, L6. Trank, 40 

Dolhi, 27, 49, 51, 126. See rlso 
Low Dclhi. un 

Dinjen, 56-35, 40, 43, 47, S6-57, 59, 
Gl, 65-69, 72, 74, 80, 85, 104-105, 
110-112, 117, 126-127 

Doig-Cuohs, 123 

Doolittle Tokyo flicht, 8, 19, 54, 80 


175 


t1 


lilth Donburduont Squsdron (77), 47, 
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79-00, 96, 102, 105, 127-128 
Bridi, Jir Mershel De Ce Sey TO 


F 


ist Znerictn Yolunteer Group, 3-5, 
8-0, 17-18, 22, 30-891, 40-55, 79- 
84, 67, 89, 109 

lst /Eir Force/ Ferryins Group, 32-34, 
38, 40, 50, 67, 76, 111 

Sist fir Bese Group, 8=9 

Slst Pursuit /Fizhtor/ Group, 8, 11, 
47, 60-C1, 79, 110-111, 124-128 

Sith Lervice /Trteriel7 Squadron, 
$9-40 7 7 

456th Bombardment Squadron, 47, 61, 
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